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EDITORIAL DEADLINE FOR THE NEXT EDITION OF
BROMLINK........

Please have any articles for inclusion to me by Tuesday, January 14th.

Email address— gcsbs.bromlink@gmail.com

The Gold Coast SuccudedBromeliad Society Inc. gives permission to all bromeliads societies to reprint ar

their journals provided proper acknowledgment is given to the original author and the Bromlink, and nc

direction is published in the Bromlink. Thisgredoessnot apply to any other person or organisation without |

permission of the aut@minions expressed in the publication are those of the individual contributor and m

necessarily reflect the opinions of the Gold Coast &uwdfgrderdghd Society Inc. or of the Editor.
Authors are responsible for the accuracy of the information in their articles.
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Treasurer Glenda Hodgson gcsbdreaster@nail.com
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Sales Gordinator Glenda Hodgson

OffSi t e Sal es 6 |BericeBragg, John Crawford &&JBanGaddes

Barcod&ales JulieHewetson gcsbdarcodesal@gnail.com

Sales Team John Crawford, Elizabeth Day, Ruth Digkstia Fowler, Eliza He&se
Julie Hewetson

Sales Stewards Carmon Burke, Norma Fleet & Helen Mueller

Sales Support Graeme Synolthhn GaddesRob Kelly

Meetind/leet & Greet Ann & Harry Schenk

Refreshments JanI'Anson

Raffles Rosie Kelly & Lorraine Fox
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Publicity Ann Schenk

Supplies Table The Orchid Den

Webmaster Karen Hay gcsbsnvebsite@mail.com
LIFE MEMBERS

Narelle Aizlewood, Graham Besgrove, JohiG€atigrGatlawendy Hansen, Mary Nich&dmville Ryan
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Dates for your Di

www.GCSBS.org.au

Meetings held at the Carrara Community Centre, Nielsen€Rigtara (Motorway Exit 73)

/050
Nov 23 General Meeting - Carrara Community Centre ;\5/
- MW=
e 271 g5 Plant Sales 12:00 pm Meeting Commences1:00 pm .
sm:j? "CHRISTMAS PARTY"
,f" - Members to bring a plate of finger foods - o

"COLOSSAL PLANT RAFFLE"

Dec 12 & 13 Helensvale Plaza - GCSBS Display and Plant Sales

Jan 25 General Meeting - Carrara Community Centre
‘% Plant Sales: 12:00 pm Meeting: 1:00 pmto 3:30 pm
= Main Event - "GCSBS Annual Quiath Kerry Tate

Feb 22 General Meeting - Carrara Community Centre

Plant Sales 12:00 pm Meeting: 1:00 pm to 3:30 pm

Wel come t o t he snge nmbeewn s&r r q
We hope you enj oc&wey cwrmet i

Bromlink contributions and
provide at our meetingus an
enjoy the fellowship gainmn

succulents and brom

Barb Adams, Monica Bail ey, Beverl ey
Graeme & Marjorie Bullen, Jen Burrows, .
Patricia Darcy, Beth Day, Mervyn Druker
Al an & Roslyn El der, Norma Fleet, Janett

Kat hl een Henderson, Eliza Hesse, Raew)

CaeolLandon, Joseph Leer, Di ane Monk,

John & Judy Paterson, Harold Sagse & R

Roly Soegaard, Bar bRirtaa STaittlz,, 1GemedneO
Karin & PawdwWaVamantgl Shane Weston, Leit
Colin & M&GHienaaM&ad,ohn Hodgson, Ray Wi
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LOGay K3 ABEG AtiRE yYySER IVIEAS4AAyA | 4R
S1700%in prizes

|l thes G&GCSBS | nc’ sc eAnenburealé¢ t Gohmgih inmea.s

| tf shhe9agewer al omac¢cuir ihgy. 23

= e There are no speakers.[blé’@grea
'@y bring a comtrr iChhutiisdamatso It u e @ e

from Janice wil/l not be avai ‘
$1=1 x ticket, $5=6 x tickets and $10=13 x tickets and multiples thereof.

BHABHNAT S F2NJ . Sad /&«KNARaAadldY!l &

{YyStH3S{X®! YOW t wOKHYRAXIECLMD {t whDw! a

W b! HwiBe erMelet i ng

Members are invited to pearhtoiiaciep agtua zi m baru
succul ent s alnhdi sb reovneenlti apdrsoomi ses t o be an
relaxing way tdh&oagwti zt we ndew Yadrl. be pr
with the perpetual, champion crown. Who

| 2YY¥4ASS bSgaxo

T members t ot Ib@&eé marvalseMeeti ng sal es are
onl yan{ No i ums
T bl ack or <c¢l| eart oplbas tdiics ttra bluee eadl atoh ss el

their own when selling

T ensure pl antcd eemdmir> o0& sd ebrei s

fTtable and trailer storage still a prokt
T still i nvestigating potenti al new S hor

T shoppecengre aflmrnsbtées ppede ®CSBS not th

Members are al ways wel cOomamittot ead t denat lamgl:



| ants of
Members are encour
of these plants to
brag/ show and tell

January Catopsi s, Hohenbergia, Neore
February Aec hmea, Bill bergia & any Su
Mar c h Tillandsia, Vriesea & any Su
Apr i | Al cantarea, Cryptanthus, Neo
May Bromeliad I ntergenerics, Gu z
June Quesnelia, Tillandsia & any

July Dyckia, Hechtia, Puya & any

August Aechmea, Orthophytum & any S
September |[Bill bergia, Vriesea & any Su
October Cani strum, Neoregelia, Nidul

November Angromeliad genus not previ ol
Previous Issue Quiz Answers-He |l en6s Heuri stic Hunt

ORTHOPHYTUM, CRYPTANTHUS, QUESNELIA, DCYKIA, NEOREGELIA,
AECHMEA, ANANUS, NIDULARIUM, BILLBERGIA



Shanelsaysé

Hel l o and hoomr ayd é welme Ir|g

have had some ramazel inen@s a
gui ckl ybpuanaoées!| baek afit e e ev
|l i ke the mini dry we Thav t h
hills are green agai n!

So here comes another opg@hadi -Gl St O r

GCSBS inc. Thanks for yothc VW
as Presiwdelnt .al way sprhbee emng [o
GCSBSwahtd try to make t hi
enj oyabl eibaust pcoosusrisbe el n ¢
one man show. Al me mber
of our Society, raenldaainmn g | \ ,
pl easant tenMitrammgmr eat to have Rosemary
board as our Secl oetad3flyendahi s has taken

& my.Sekhda has stepped i f5CPBS mgmber RalyrSoegéia | e
ordinatoré.thanks G. Now RAroudgjpadingngxitogoét s
Vice President, that wo ulhiowigrrasoofgflowering,u r

positilohed. r Coé bytb ut?hi s seed grown Alcaegahybrid

Well done Roly!
The Committee is working on activities a
next vyear, with some great work already
done | ast year; I wi || be pustiud e nftosr, me

etcst&p up and put your name down pl ease
pl easing to seeiadbBso meimbltrleart/iywduwe s

The November meettithgegResbo &l ®obe ejadiavien dsomi
an outstanding array of br omeloilakdsso fmiomg o
along from as f airj uvuaswa yf cars tTlhoioswoeoweirat . |t
out, and with what | havtehihsd aytetanr@b su wi t h
grinners for sure!

We have also tentat™old4 yatb ototkee dC&SrartarAgp r Cc

our Expo. So this would be our major ann
competgttarotn preegrdiamg syaww! The Committee
to support & combine wi tahg aihne a GICeetdtk sitthrd c
Waterways Hall @ Br d ad bee atchhe. yTehairs airso uunsdu
OK, | 6m offfort o( @a mkteh e&/m) ywal k é “qug[tvyou
those dear ftoorh iy osi,t miafe tbhegdtrod r-thWDog

rip roaringseeayyou nat20tlMe next eethyng fc

“\
Shane WeE€fEBAR. President @GMai | . c m“ ' T: (
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By True Grant

When | was giving a talk to the Ipswich Bromeliads Society recently, the subject of using Seasol
and also of using soluble Calcium for bromeliads came up in discussion. This prompted me to
research these topics and to reassess what we are doing in relation to them in our own nursery. |
would like to share with you the information | have accessed about Seasol in this article. | will be
writing a follow up article on Calcium.

WHAT IS SEASOL?

Seasol is a brand name for a 100% organic seaweed extract. It is made from two species of
seaweed 1 Bull Kelp (Durvillaea potatorum) and Knotted Kelp (Ascophyllum nodosum) both of
which are sustainably sourced. The Bull Kelp grows in the clean oceans around King Island and
the west coast of Tasmania where it is collected from the shores of remote beaches. Knotted Kelp
grows in shallow intertidal waters. The base of the plant is left intact so that the kelp re-grows.

Seaweed contains a complex mixture of biochemicals including hormones that regulate plant
growth. An analysis conducted at the Australian National University scientifically identified
hormones called cytokinins and auxins. Cytokinins are known to stimulate cell division and new
shoot initiation and have a general effect on shoot growth. Auxins have wide ranging effects on
plant growth particularly stimulating the formation of new roots.

Seasol is a plant tonic (conditioner) and is not by definition a fertiliser as it contains only very small
amounts of nitrogen and phosphorus.

BASIC ANALYSIS

Nitrogen = .2%

Phosphorus = .58%

Potassium = up to 4.3%

Sodium = .9%

Plus many other natural compounds and almost every known trace element

The amount of Potassium is of benefit to bromeliads and the trace elements contribute to overall
plant nutrition. Sodium will be discussed later in this article.

SUMMARY of BENEFITS of SEASOL (as listed by the producing company)
1 Increases cell division thereby stimulating plant and root growth

T Enhances cell O6strengthodé resul timgfrisn i ncr ea
conditions

1 The effects of dehydration can be reversed after a single foliar application

1 As Seasol contains so little nitrogenandp hosphorus, it wondét inter

inputs and it can be used all year round

1 Optimised plant health reduces the incidence and severity of some pest and disease
problems

1 The natural compounds in Seasol also help to increase nutrient uptake, so when fertilisers
are applied , they are much more effective



WORD of CAUTI ON

| was advised by an experienced horticultural chemist that Seasol should not be used for

bromeliads due to its high sodium content (.9%) and its high pH (10). High levels of sodium are

known to be harmful to bromeliads with leaf tip die back usually one of the first symptoms. This

problem can be experienced with high levels of sodium in the water supply.

Webve used Seasol i n our nur semage otro ytehaer sl ena vt eh
mainly heard of positive results from other brom growers. A few people have reported problems

(one grower experienced damage to the centre of the plants using full strength dilution in water).

So | rang Seasol and spoke to their Marketing Agronomist. He said that they had not tested
Seasol specifically on bromeliads. However they had never received any negative feedback from
brom growers. He was of the opinion that the dilution of the concentrate in water for foliar
application reduces the amount of sodium to a non harmful level. He also stated that the pH of leaf
surfaces helps to neutralise the high pH.

COMPATABILITY
This is an important issue 7 will the physical properties of soluble fertilisers remain stable if mixed
with Seasol?

The same horticultural chemist as before says no and that Seasol must be applied separately from
other fertilisers, insecticides and fungicides.

The Seasol Agronomist said that the main nutrient that causes problems is phosphorous and it is
therefore best to avoid mixing Seasol with any phosphorous containing compound.

Seasol has been tested with several insecticides and fungicides and found to be compatible with
guite a few. The insecticides commonly wused for
listed as ok.

We have decided to apply Seasol separately.

RATE of APPLICATION
Recommended: 25mls per 9 litres of water every 2-4 weeks

We use ¥ strength (12.5mls per 9 litres) as an extra precaution due to the high sodium level and
apply every 4 weeks.

*There are other seaweed products on the market
probably similar, but the information above relates specifically to Seasol.

*Powerfeed is also made by the same company. Its nitrogen is higher that potassium (N12%:
P 1.4% K 7% so | woul dndét wuse it for bromel.

daddadaadadadaaadadaaaadaaaadaadaaaaaaaaaaadaaaadaaaaaad

Editordés not e:
Thanks to Tru&loria and Narellelddiging articles this month

THAHK VOU | know there are other interesting stories out there. Why n

gcsbs.bromlink@gmail.¢amall check my emiadguentlyn
anticipatioh
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Guzmanias O0Gary Hendrixo
Geoff Lawn, BSI Cultivar Registrar

Former BSI President Jerry Raack of Ohio recently enquired about his variegated Guzmania sanguinea X
wittmackii, wanting to know it’s cultivar name. The Cultivar Register had only one entry which seemed the
closest match, namely G. ‘Pink Nova’ but the official photo showed bright yellow petals, not white as per
Jerry’s photo. This anomaly was resolved from other photos Jerry submitted which proved that *Pink Nova’s
flowers are white in the bud stage but open and age to canary yellow. This cultivar’s variegation is variable,
degenerating to sparse white thin lines sometimes, at least in U.S.A. and Australia. Jerry’s original plant of
variegated G. sanguinea x wittmackdame from Herb Hill of Raintree Tropicals in Lithia, Florida where its
variegation was outstanding in 1990, as shown in the accompanying photos (Figures 2 and 3.)

The BCR has no record of who produced and named ‘Pink Nova’ as recent enquiries with Herb Hill drew a
blank, so the breeder remains a mystery. Whether ‘Pink Nova’ arose as a seedling mutation from the grex of
G. sanguinea x wittmackiiar as a vegetative sport, is unknown. When well grown, a mature rosette can
reach 50cms. diameter. The BCR entry reference of BromTree 1990 catalogue listed ‘Pink Nova’ so The
Bromeliad Tree nursery in Miami, Florida (owner John Laroche) stocked it at that time and was possibly the
original source of G. ‘Pink Nova’.

Jerry Raack’s variegated G. sanguinea x wittmackiiad “(Hendrix)” on the label, so I enquired with long-
time breeder Gary Hendrix in Florida .Gary confirmed that he did the original cross in March, 1977 between
a G. sanguinedrom John Banta and a G. wittmackii “purple clone” which Gary had collected in Ecuador.
None of the progeny were variegated and all stock (under parentage only) went to Herb Hill in 1979. This
clone with green/purple foliage and a pink inflorescence reaches 60cms. diameter and was shown by Herb
Hill at the World Bromeliad Conference in Corpus Christi, 1982, as photographed by Herb Plever of New
York (Fig.1.). As Gary Hendrix ‘s original cross was never named, in honour of its breeder, I am registering
it as G. ‘Gary Hendrix", albeit 35 years after the event--but it’s better late than never.

Published in BSI Journal Ne®ec. 2011, pp.28283.

Photos by Narelle Aizlewood
PSST-.o

a n

x 2014 GCSBS i n%at AAf mimen E&tpaow etl yn.e d

confirmation ASAP
x Member pigecuhlulriecsati on are al ways

we

ShaMeur digital p i cotvuerre schoglhlydp @b ed wac

a prize daombmdeelst. pic
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A Seachange for the Plants

Having just moved to our new home at the seaside town of Balli '
our country home high on the ridge at Koonorigan, | was a I|ttIe nervous
about the nesmvironment on our plants.

| started off by planting five large Alcanfergalis Silver Plums
along the edge of the canal filled every available space with my succuleatsidbreasliads
and waited, peeping through my fingers, to see wiet!happe

Everything has powered ahead.

My succulentguphorbiasdeniumstc) are floweriagdhealthyVriesiakave nexr had such
lovely colour, aederything else, including the waterfront Alcantareas are thriving.

The river cruise boat comes umtamvay frequently, and our Alcantareas are pointed at by th
passengers. (May set up a sale point on our pontoon!!) | joke!

My pups of Vriesea Forest have taken on such great colour, as has Vriesea Eliza.

We have found the display stands Greg makegdddaad in our much smaller garden holding
lots of plants with good effect!

Tomandl happen to be enjoying the new environment also!

Cheers, Gloria Dunbar.
60 Dolphin Drive

West Ballina N S W 2478
Phone 02 66 862003 Tom relaxing by the water

Jootdbobobobgubobobobbooobonotbboboububobgbonn

*I\/I E M B E *

$28Bingl e$4Fami
Our membershi'Beywar tehmbsse 3T03mlmesfr|sna/\/rhc0| alen
date there is a 3 month grace period ¢
| f you -fairreammi aln*m@mbeyowm member shi
Pl ease c¢joaisnidreg mew!

5hbQ¢ S5WhLb ¢hs5!  H
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[Catodsis

C at oipasgemss of the botanical family Bromeliaceae, subfamily Tillandsioideae. The
genus name is from the Greek “kata” (hanging down) and “opsis” (appearance). Catopsis is a
genus of plants that can be found from Florida to the eastern parts of Brazil, including the
Caribbean. One of the species,Cat o p s i s pisghoughets be ¢ainieorow.
(Wikipedia http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Catopsis)

Quaint rather than highly coloured, these usually small bromeliads have soft, waxy leaves,
frequently coated with white powder, especially on the leaf reverse.

Their inflorescences are of elongated or branched form, the petals white. They are usually
epiphytic sometimes saxicolous. Consequently, they can be mounted, or grown in a coarse,
well-drained medium. A medium to warm (13° to 30°) year round temperature is enjoyed in
their homelands.

Grow in bright, filtered light ranging to full tropical sunlight. Mist daily in dry periods to
maintain a reasonable level of humidity.

(Growing Bromeliads — The Bromeliad Society of Australia, 1988)

The three listed below are commonly grown in our area.

Cat o p s ilmative & Mexicoi
Cat opsi s Timatveto€asta Rica and Mexico
Cat op s iisnative tb C@taRica, Mexico and Venezuela

Catopsis nutans  photo by M Asmuss

12


http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Genus_%28biology%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Botany
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Family_%28biology%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bromeliaceae
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tillandsioideae
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Florida
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Brazil
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Catopsis_berteroniana
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Carnivorous_plant
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Catopsis

ADENI UMS Desert Ros e

Reprinted from http://www.abc.net.au/gardening/stories/s2431629.htm - Leonie Norrington

Some gardeners may not be familiar with the hardy
succulent Adenium. They remind Leonie of "contented
boabs with their fantastic rounded, twisted sculptured
shapes." Their flowers are spectacular.

Adeniums are commonly known as Desert Roses. The
'desert' part is correct as they come from Africa and the
Middle East, but they’re certainly notroses. Ad e ni um
0 b e s ds thayire commonly known, are actually

more related to Alamandas, Oleanders and

Frangipanis.

A H aThely grow to about 2 metres high, and love hot, tropical climates. Ideal growing
conditions include full sun and rich, well-drained soil.

A WaA centmon misconception is that they don’t need much water or attention. Leonie
says, "They are tough plants, but they’re surprisingly sensitive to how much water they get —
too much and they’ll rot; too little and they’ll stress and drop their flowers." During the dry
season in the top end, water them every day when it’s cool in either the morning or the
afternoon. During the wet season, reduce this rate depending on the rain. Water the soil and
avoid the leaves, and don’t sit your Adenium in a saucer of water because it may rot.

A Me Aldenams like an open, well-drained media, so use one part vermiculite to two
parts quality potting mix. Fertilise with a slow release fertiliser every 8 months or so and a
liquid seaweed tonic every fortnight.

A P €llsey asen’t bothered by many pests. A bit of white oil takes care of insects such as
aphids or mealy bugs.

A Pr o p ademiumiseadgads come in pairs and they’re filled with dandelion-like
fluffy seeds. Separate the seeds and plant densely into the media. Cover with a bit of soil and
in a month’s time they’ll be crowded and ready to pot on into individual pots. Seeds are not
necessarily 'true to type' meaning that a plant with white flowers may produce offspring with
different colours. But Adeniums grown from cuttings tend to be a bit scraggly, so
propagating from seeds is the best way to get lovely fat trunks.

A Gr aThib ib the gastest way to get another adult flowering plant. Grafting a branch

from a plant with the flower colour you want onto root stock will produce an adult plant with
the desired flower colour quite quickly.
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There are many different grafting techniques, but Leonie explains an easy one: "Take your
graft, trim off all the leaves except a few at the top. Using a sharp knife, make a 'V' in the
bottom of the stem. In your root stock, make a slice about the same length of the 'V', insert
the stem and press them together making sure all the surfaces make good contact. Bind the
graft with horticultural tape and cover with a plastic bag for about a week to minimise
moisture loss. Adeniums can be a bit sappy so use methylated spirits to clean the knife blade.
This will also help stop any infections spreading between the plants.

A R e p ®&dchitimayogu:re-pot, the plant should sit a bit higher. This encourages the roots
down further and the cortex to sit above the surface of the soil and fill out more. Eventually
you’ll get a beautiful, fat, happy Adenium.

A Pr ulnthemwe season, the chance of getting rot in the open wounds is very high, so
prune during the dry season. Pruning will improve the shape and encourage more branches
and flowers.

Leonie thinks that "Adeniums are the plants to watch. Their striking good looks, fabulous
and prolific flowering, and modest water requirements make them a fantastic addition to any
garden."

t K 2Jim&ochan

oot onogbbb bbb oob

WANTED:

Shed or mostly wundercover stor
member’ s home/l ocation pl ease.
6m x 4m, with access. And, it would be a bonysif could tow the
trailer to ourmonthly meetings-that would be a definite bonus!

Please se or contact Shane if you have any ideas or can help.

Jopuoogouobiobgbtobobugbuboboobuobobugbobugbgo
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BROMELIAD

MEGA SALE
SAT 3WNovember & Stedember 2013-Jjam

**10000S TO CHOOSE

*LARGE COLLECTIONS ON SALE FROM LOC
*NEW, RARE AND HIGHLY SOUGHT AFTER VARIE

HUGE VARIETY

FULL SUN LANDSCAPING PLANTS TO SHADE LOVERS
VRI ESEAS, NEO6S, AECHMEAS, ALC
CRYPTANTHUS, M1 NI NEOO SSMORE L AND

*LOADS OF BARGAINS*

Ma | & Michell e Ca

11 APOLLO CRT VICTORIA POINT
FOR ENQUIRIES PH: 0413679020
[ OAAi s AECDT 1 A81T AOBAO

WHOLESALE BROMELIADS of AUSTRALIA, THE POCKET
(Near Mullumbimby , Northern NSW )

Large range of b romeliads - Agents for Deroose, Exotic P lant of Belgium
and Andrew Mal oy 8K$WI COLLECTION VRIESEAS.

Visitors welcome by appointment.
P.0266845374.
F.0266845168.

email: plants@ausbroms.com.au WHOLESALE 58
BROMELIADS %

Website: www.ausbroms. com.au of AUSTRALIA 43
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