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The Gold Coast Succulent and Bromeliad Society Inc. gives permission to all bromeliad societies to reprint articles
in their journals provided proper acknowledgment is given to the original author and the Bromlink, and no
contrary direction is published in the Bromlink. This permission does not apply to any other person or
organisation without prior permission of the author.
Opinions expressed in the publication are those of the individual contributors and may not necessarily reflect the
opinions of the Gold Coast Succulent and Bromeliad Society Inc. or of the Editor.
Authors are responsible for the accuracy of the information in their articles.

GCSBS Inc. Bromlink and Website Advertising Rates per issue
¼ A5 page $10

½ A5 page $15

¾ A5 page $25

Full A5 page $40 except for a full A5 back page which would be $50.
All rates automatically entitle the advertiser to a free GCSBS website mention for the duration of your
Bromlink listing. Ads for succulents or bromeliads or products directly related to their growing requirements
only will be considered for publication.
Contact: GCSBS.Bromlink@gmail.com or GCSBS.President@gmail.com
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Current Volunteers
www.gcsbs.org.au

https://www.facebook.com/groups/GCSBS/

Gold Coast Succulent & Bromeliad Society Inc. (GCSBS)
PO Box 452, Helensvale Plaza, QLD 4212
MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE
President

John Hodgkinson

gcsbs.president@gmail.com
Phone: 0418 623 202

Vice President

Merv Druker

gcsbs.vp@gmail.com

Secretary

Diane Monk

gcsbs.secretary@gmail.com

Treasurer

Shane Weston

gcsbs.treasurer@gmail.com

Other Members

True Grant, Diane Monk, Wendy Perske, Graeme Synold and
Peter Wright & Noreen Wright

SUPPORT TEAM
Bromlink Editor

Jen Burrows & Lynne Elias

gcsbs.sales@gmail.com

Membership & Member Services

Shane Weston

gcsbs.memberships@gmail.com

Onsite Meet & Greet

Kathleen Henderson & Diane Monk

Competition Convenors

True Grant & Noreen Wright

Onsite Sales Coordinator

Wendy Perske

Onsite Sales Table Bookings

Jen Burrows

Onsite Sales Team

Various volunteers each month
Barcodes: Silvia Nelson & Heather Condon

Onsite Sales Support (Security)

Rob Kelly & Graeme Synold

Offsite Sales Coordinators

Mike & Silvia Nelson, Wendy Perske, Peter & Noreen Wright

Kitchen Coordinator

Suzann Baker

Librarian

Tania Barter

Raffle & Plant Minding

Julie Burnett & Janette Fowler

Plant Stewards

Graeme Synold & Peter Wright

Internet Administrator

Shane Weston

Publicity Officer

Jen Burrows

Patron

Bobby Powell

Life Members

Narelle Aizlewood, Graham Besgrove, Wendy Hansen,
Mary Nicholson & Neville Ryan

gcsbs.sales@gmail.com

Send your photographs for consideration for publication or even as the front cover feature!
Articles for consideration for publication are also VERY welcome….email the Editor.
3

ATTENTION
FINANCIAL MEMBERS OF THE

GOLD COAST SUCCULENT & BROMELIAD SOCIETY
IN THE ONGOING INTERESTS OF MEMBER HEALTH & WELFARE, COMBINED WITH STRINGENT PUBLIC
HEALTH CONDITIONS PLACED UPON SUCH GATHERINGS, THE GCSBS COMMITTEE HAS DECIDED TO
CANCEL ALL REMAINING MONTHLY MEETINGS AT HELENSVALE COMMUNITY CENTRE FOR 2020
AT THIS TIME, OUR NEXT MONTHLY GENERAL MEETING WILL BE JANUARY 23, 2021
-- AT THIS TIME WE HAVE NOT MADE ANY DECISION ON THE PLANNED -2020 SPRING SPECTACULAR AT CARRARA MARKETS ON NOV 21 & 22.
WE WILL FURTHER DISCUSS & THEN DECIDE ON WHETHER THIS EVENT PROCEEDS – FINGERS CROSSED!
-- AND –
THE COMMITTEE HAS DECIDED TO GIVE ALL EXISTING FINANCIAL GCSBS MEMBERS AS AT 1 AUGUST 2020
FREE MEMBERSHIP FOR 2021
FURTHER INFORMATION WILL BE ADVISED TO MEMBERS IN UPCOMING BROMLINK NEWSLETTERS

President’s Page …….
I am writing this on 26 August. We had a Committee Meeting by
teleconference this morning to talk about, and take some decisions on,
future directions for the GCSBS in these “interesting” times.
We could not hold a face-to-face Committee Meeting because all of our
New South Wales committee members live south of the limit of the
“border bubble”, which stops at Billinudgel. The map showing the
“bubble” limits can be found at
https://www.health.qld.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0026/998000/map-border-zonesqld-border-restriction-direction.pdf
Some of the items that we discussed were:
1. General Meetings: We will not hold any further General
Meetings in 2020. At this stage, the requirements that we
would have to implement are too onerous for our society. I
listed these in some detail in my previous President’s Page. At
this stage, the next General Meeting of the GCSBS will be on
Saturday 23 January 2021. Whether we can hold that meeting
will depend on the rules in place at that time because of COVID-19.
2. Shopping centre sales: Noreen & Peter Wright managed a very successful event at the
Southport Park Shopping Centre in July. They will hold a further sale at the Helensvale
Plaza Shopping Centre on 27 & 28 August and at the Southport Park Shopping Centre on 1
& 2 October. Wendy Perske is managing a sale at the Springwood Shopping Mall on 17 &
18 September. There will be no further shopping centre sales events in 2020.
3. Carrara Spring Spectacular: No decision about the holding of this event was made at
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the meeting, except to decide that there will be no judged competition at the event if it is
held. Further information is being sought from the Carrara Markets management about
the requirements for the event in terms of the COVID-19-imposed rules. A decision on the
holding of the event will be made towards the end of September at our next
teleconference. We will also contact sellers to ascertain the level of support for the event.
4. GCSBS Membership fees: The following motion was unanimously approved: That GCBS
members who were financial as at 1 August 2020 will be granted similar membership free
of membership fees for the 2020-2021 membership year. The GCSBS has sufficient funds
to cover the decrease in income for the 2020-2021 year.
5. Popular Vote Competition: For the past couple of years, we have held a popular vote
competition at our General Meetings. This year, we have been holding the same type of
competition on our Facebook page at https://www.facebook.com/groups/GCSBS . The
competition attracts some really excellent plants in the various classes. I understand that
some members do not use Facebook for various reasons, but I would suggest that you try
using it for limited purposes such as for the GCSBS page. Two of our committee members
tried it for the first time recently and found it very interesting.
6. The AGM has to be held within 6 months of the end of the
membership year, so it will probably be in February or March
next year. All committee members have agreed to continue in
their roles until then. We will let members know when it will
be held.
We do not know what the future holds for the rules and
restrictions caused by the COVID-19 pandemic, but we will
continue to monitor the situation and keep you informed via
our various communication methods to you, our members.

POpular Vote Competition Online
As we were unable to hold our monthly popular vote competition in July and
August, Shane kindly organised and ran the competition on our Facebook page.
Lots of lovely plant photographs were submitted and the results are below.

July Results
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DIVISION 3 – BROMELIADS (NOVICE)

DIVISION 4 – BROMELIADS (OPEN)

A big bouquet going out to our committee and all the
club members who have worked hard to keep our club
alive and well during these tricky times.
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Off the Record
In Australia we are very fortunate to
have so many talented and prolific
hybridisers. This has been especially
true in recent years with the import
Billbergia ‘Talbot Evita’ restrictions caused by the Xylella
pathogen. Thanks to these dedicated
and patient people, we have been able to continue enjoying the
pleasure and excitement of hunting down and acquiring new
hybrids.

Billbergia
‘Kawana Bright
Side’ grown by
Barb Stutz

Many of the hybrids are registered on the international Bromeliad
Cultivar Registry or BCR (http://registry.bsi.org ) which is available
free for everyone to access. This is an indispensable tool with
registrar, Geoff Lawn from Western Australia, doing an excellent
job of maintaining the alphabetical index of bromeliad cultivars.
At this stage, some outstanding hybrids haven’t yet been
registered. This is particularly true in the Billbergia genus. These 3
Queensland hybridisers have produced some of the most beautiful
Billbergias available today but many people don’t know about their
bromeliads: Len and Sheryl Waite – ‘Talbot’, Stuart Beasley –
‘Kawana’ and John and Genny Catlan – Grex Names.

Billbergia Moon
Tiger grex grown
by Barb Stutz
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1. Len and Sheryl Waite – ‘Talbot’
Len and Sheryl from the Sunshine Coast region, have produced
a large number of lovely Billbergia cultivars and I would have a
hard time deciding which ones to leave out of my top 10 list.
Their Billbergias have a wide variety of forms with bold colours
and spots. You couldn’t hope to meet a nicer, more helpful
couple. They have also produced some lovely Neoregelia and
Dyckia hybrids. Very few of their hybrids have been registered
so here are a few to pique your interest.

Billbergia ‘Talbot
Fandango’

Billbergia’ Talbot
Spotted Cherry’
grown by Jan Evans

Billbergia ‘Talbot
Fruit Cake’ grown
by Val Honeywood

Billbergia ‘Talbot Eve’
grown by Russ
Holzheimer

Billbergia ‘Talbot
Cherry Maple’ grown
by Barb Stutz

2. Stuart Beasley – ‘Kawana’
Stuart is also from the Sunshine Coast area and has quietly been
producing outstanding Billbergias for many years. His plants are
big, colourful, vigorous and good clumpers. Some of Stuart’s,
such as ‘Black Beauty’ have become collector classics but you
may not realise that they are his because the ‘Kawana’ prefix is
not always included. I would definitely have some of these under
my arm if the house were on fire.
Billbergia ‘Kawana
Bright Spark’ grown
by Stuart

Billbergia
‘Kawana Firebird’
grown by Stuart

Billbergia
‘Kawana Black
Jack’

Billbergia
‘Kawana Island
Magic’

Billbergia
‘Kawana Sparkler’
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3. John and Genny Catlan – Grex Names
From the Gold Coast area, Catlans were ahead of their times with hybridisation. It was
very sad to hear of John’s death earlier this year but their bromeliad legacy will live on.
John used to give a name to each seed batch or grex of his Billbergias. Like siblings from
the same parents, there could be quite a variation in the appearance of individual plants
so your ‘Moon Tiger’ could look totally different from another with the same name. The
correct label for John’s Billbergias should be tagged ‘grex’ e.g. Billbergia ‘Moon Tiger’
grex. Many people drop the word grex and it can cause confusion because the plants look
so different. The following are the names of some of Catlan’s Billbergia greges (plural of
grex): Be-Bop, Yankee Doodle, Champagne Charlie, Rabbitto, Angel's Choir, Helen of Troy,
Sixpence, Moon Tiger, Rocky Road, Peggy Sue, Halley's Gold & Fantail. (Thanks Shane!)

Billbergia Moon Tiger
grex

Billbergia Sixpence
grex

Billbergia Helen of
Troy grex

Billbergia ‘Catlans Dark Road’ from the
Rocky Road grex (right)and ‘Catlans
Crimson Moon’ (left). Now registered.

Thanks to the hard work of one of our
members, Amanda Barbe, many of the
Catlan’s billbergias will soon be named and
registered. It’s a huge undertaking. Well
done, Amanda.

Latest Fashions for 2020
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Did you know?

Did you know that
Neoregelia ‘Hannibal Lecter’ is spelt with an ’er’
like the movie character? However, at the
moment, Neoregelia ‘Lorena Lector’ which is a
hybrid of Neos ‘Hannibal Lecter’ and ‘Lorena’, is
spelt with an ‘or’ on the Bromeliad Cultivar
Register. (BCR)

Did you know?

Neoregelia
‘Hannibal Lecter’

Neoregelia ‘Lorena
Lector’

Many growers use Conguard or Crown to control scale on
their bromeliads. Both of these chemicals work systemically
as well as on contact. This means that that they are
absorbed into the plants through their leaves or roots and
are transferred through the whole plant. If your plant isn’t
badly infested, you don’t need to saturate it all over. Just a
light spray on the affected areas or on a few leaves should do
the job. For our health and the environment, less poison is better.

Did you know?

Aechmea chantiniis are eye-catching
bromeliads with attractive inflorescences BUT
they are not very happy growing in cold
climates. During winter their lower leaves may
get marked and die off even in some parts of
Brisbane. (My place!) If you would like to grow
them successfully further south than Queensland, you may need to
provide some protection or warmth, possibly a hothouse. Some growers
have noticed that they perform better if they are snuggled in with other broms rather
than sitting alone on a shelf.

A Note from our BCR Registrar, Geoff Lawn.
Neoregelia "Hula Girl" has been grown in Australia
for maybe 20 years in error. The correct name is N.
'Hula Lady' bred by David Shiigi (Hawaii) circa 1991.
I've now registered N. 'Hula Lady' and recaptioned 6
Aussie photos in the BCR entry, at:
http://registry.bsi.org/?id=16200&whatsnew#16200

Neoregelia ‘Hula Lady’
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Top Tips from Rosie……
Many people ask us, how do we grow
our broms?
What mix do you use?
How much light does this plant need ?
What are our secrets ?
Some say... oh you are lucky you live
Neoregelia ‘Tears of on the Gold Coast, you have good
Rosie and Rob
Blood’
weather.
Others say.. broms are easy to care for..they just look after themselves.
I have had it in my head lately, that I wanted to write an article about growing
Neoregelia. I am by no means an expert..in fact I don’t do much of the growing. Rob, my
partner does it mostly. Some of you know him as Garden Boy and others call him Fletcher
George’s father. I just hang around him a lot and put my 2 cents worth in occasionally.
Many years ago, when we first started collecting broms, there was
no social media, no groups like these and no people to ask in the
middle of the night about identifying a plant. All we had was our
Gold Coast Bromeliad Society, once a month, and it was very hard
to break into a pretty closed group. We were very fortunate to
cross paths with Tom and Gloria Dunbar who took us under their
wings and taught us the ropes. They taught us more than the
ropes though..they taught us about growing plants, light
requirements, taking pups off, fertilising and growing seed. Gloria
taught me about keeping records as well. Many of these methods
we still use today. We then went on to meet Shane Weston and
Kerry Tate and the rest is history.

Neoregelia ‘Shark
Tune’

It’s true that many bromeliads will survive
regardless of where you put them. Put them in
deep shade and they get green and strappy
...but they survive.
Put them in the sun and they burn and look
horrible...but they survive. Now, that might be
Neoregelia
you, and that is fine if that’s how you want to
‘Rangeview Pink
grow your plants. But if you want to grow your
Jewell’
Neoregelia
plants better.. listen up. People tend to over
‘Invincible’
complicate things about growing broms and talk about their complex
mix, and will barely whisper, their hidden secrets.
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But, basically, the way I see it, there are only two main things to worry about in growing
neos. I say, just Neoregelia because really, that’s all we mainly grow in our garden and
that’s where our focus lies.
So, the two things to get right are
1. Light
2. Fertiliser
Light requirements vary widely in neos. Some tolerate more
sun than others. And clearly, it depends on where you live.
Hot dry conditions are clearly different to our warm humid
Neoregelia
summers, and cooler, wetter conditions are different again. The
‘Rangeview Carla
thing to remember is, that you can’t just put a plant in a
Rose’
position and expect it to be the right position. You have to be
prepared to move them around. If they lose colour they need more light, and if the tips
are brown or burn spots appear on leaves..then..that’s right..move them into less light.
As you become more experienced you learn that some hybridisers use certain plants that
are very sensitive to light and need to be more protected.
We grow our plants in a garden setting. All of our plants are grown in pots, so if the
position is not right, then we simply lift the whole pot up and
“replant” the pot in another position. We mulch heavily, and
completely cover the pots giving the impression the plants are
planted in the soil. The mulch, keeps the roots cool on the hottest of
days as well as keeping the weeds down. Our mix..is nothing special.
Someone told us years ago, that neos will grow in almost anything..
and that’s pretty much the case. You need to experiment and find
what works for you in your climate, always though remembering
that your mix needs to be an open mix regardless of what you use. Recently we have
added polystyrene, crumbled into small pieces and mixed in with the other ingredients .
This method has been done for many years by some, but we always scoffed at the idea. It
is just in recent times that we trialled this and found that the plants actually benefit.
Roots grow very quickly and form a root ball, clinging to the pieces
of polystyrene.
Feeding is another thing to get right. Some people use a slow
release fertiliser while others foliar feed, that is..using a liquid
fertiliser directly onto the leaves of the plants. Some plants take up
fertiliser quickly and appear very sensitive to it and others not quite
as much. Everyone has an opinion about this and many will disagree
with our theory. That’s okay, again I say..just experiment with what
Neoregelia
‘Galaxy Fire’
works best for you and what you get the best results with.
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We only use the former of the 2 methods. We buy a slow release 3
month formula, just a cheap one from Bunnings and use just a pinch
of it when first potting up. It is often repeated by many brom
growers that you need to be aware of the NPK ratio...that is the
nitrogen, phosphorus and potassium. While all of these elements are
essential for plant health, many say that you need to be aware of
getting the ratio right. That is low levels of nitrogen and phosphorus
and high levels of potassium. In our experience, we have found this
Neoregelia ‘Koah
makes little difference. We fertilise just once for potting up freshly
Fluoro Odyssey’
cut pups. Our theory is that.. you want them to grow, so it doesn’t
matter about nitrogen levels, while they may grow green briefly , the fertiliser lasts only 3
months and then wears off, bringing colour back into the leaves as the fertiliser leaves
the mix. We have also found that this method, while making growth slower, gives us
good form and colour. It may not be your preferred method of growing, but we are very
happy with our results and get complimented on our growing.
So that’s it folks, all our secrets are out.
Use them as you see fit.
As I mentioned earlier, we are far far from expert and are
continually learning, even after all these years of growing. These
are simply our experiences after trialling many other, sometimes
costly, methods. Many growers often repeat things that have
been handed down over many years, and while some of these are
Neoregelia ‘Ray’s
still acceptable, others have really not been thought about much
Black Knight’
and repeated. They are just continued because..that’s what we
do. Be accepting of new thoughts and ideas and put thought into growing your plants.
Understand also, that what they might grow so perfectly in FNQ you may not be able to
grow as successfully if you live in a southern state. The main thing is that you continue to
enjoy growing your plants. It was said to us many years ago that it’s better to have a
small collection of plants and grow them well rather than a huge collection and grow
them poorly. With all that said, we love growing plants and enjoy being part of the
bromeliad family. If you have not considered it before, then please think about joining a
bromeliad society. Not only will you learn lots of stuff, have great outings, and buy new
plants, you will gain some great friends who may go on to be really close lifelong friends. I
know I have made a few. I really hope this article may have given you some new fresh
insights, whether an experienced grower or just a new grower, and been some use to you
all. Happy growing, Rosie

A huge thank-you to Rosie for sharing her and Rob’s extensive knowledge
and practical advice. We’d love to hear your experiences and ideas too.
15

GETTING TO KNOW YOU….
Name: Glenn Wilkinson
When and why did you begin to grow bromeliads
/succulents?
I began growing bromeliads when I wanted to celebrate
the birth of my children. The birth plant I picked for
each was Alcantarea imperialis and as a twenty
something year old with no money, a small plant was
expensive. I filled these plants with love even before I knew what a bromeliad was and
used them to encourage the children into the garden. Together we would repot, water,
look for green frogs, anything that would teach them to grow something. That was
around 16 years ago ….
Shade house or Garden: I’m a garden grower. I grow in
beds and on racks under trees. I bought my current home
nearly 4 years ago with the intention of growing bromeliads
in an open garden format. I’ve developed my own style and
theories to suit my conditions. I’m sure I’ll put up a
shadehouse one day, but I enjoy the challenge of growing
outdoors. Permaculture meets bromeliads
Loves: I love my wife Charisse and my three girls -Ella, Charlee and Isabelle. I have a huge
love of music, both playing and listening, non- fiction reading, bromeliads and bromeliad
people and anyone who has a real passion for something
Hates: Getting up early for work. I’m not entirely sure if it’s the getting up part or the going
to work part.
What are your favourites? Alcantarea imperialis, simply for the connection I have with
them and my children. Aechmea are my favourite genera. I also like collecting species.
Top Tips for other growers: Stop using sticks to prop your plants up. You’re teaching
yourself and your plants bad habits.
Surprise fact about me! I’m generally shy, unless you want to talk about bromeliads.
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Succulent Savvy - Aeonium
Aeonium are a small but diverse
group of succulents with broad
rosettes and fat fleshy stems. Their
size can range from miniatures
Aeonium ‘Mardi Gras’ several centimetres across to giants
Aeonium ‘Sunburst’
half a metre wide and up to 2 metres
tall. Aeonium are quite similar in appearance to Echevaria but generally have longer
branching stems and thinner leaves. Depending on variety, Aeonium can be low growers
or branching plants that grow into shrubs. Flowers can be huge, up to 2 metres across on
Aeonium nobile but many have small, star-like flowers that grow in clusters on a stem.
Aeoniums come in a riot of different forms
and colours from greenish grey to purple
and nearly black with some wonderful
variegates in white, yellow and red. Many
of the fancier ones haven’t made it to
Australia yet.
This one with black leaves, 'Zwartkopf' is
Aeonium ‘Mardi Gras’
often seen in our region.
Some Aeonium are quite easily grown in our region but they prefer a Mediterranean
climate so are better suited to the southern half of Australia with a wet winter and a hot
dry summer. Their main growing period is from Autumn to Spring and many are dormant
period over the hot dry summer where their normally large heads can shrink and curl up
to a fraction of their natural winter size. They may continue growing over Summer if given
enough water and some protection.
Aeonium can be grown both indoors and
outdoors, either as container plants or in
ground. They need a well draining potting mix
and are generally drought hardy and quite cold
tolerant. They come mainly from the Canary
Islands, Madiera, Morocco, Africa and Arabia.
Watering largely depends on the weather and humidity in your area. If you are unsure how
much and how often to water in the beginning, it’s always better to underwater and
increase watering as needed.
Aeoniums tend to drop or shed old leaves more so than other
succulent plants and it is completely normal for them to drop old
leaves as new ones develop. These leaves often appear wilted, dried
up, brown and droopy. You can pull the old bottom leaves out or let
them come off on their own. Just keep an eye out if they seem to be
dropping more leaves than usual because it can be a sign of under or overwatering.
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Aeonium can tolerate a wide range of sun exposure, from full sun to
partial shade. If you are planning to place the plant in full sun or if you
want to increase sun exposure, you need to acclimate the plant to prevent
sun damage to the leaves. Aeoniums that are not acclimated to
intense sun will suffer from sunburn. Slowly increase the amount of
sunlight until the plant becomes acclimated to full sun.
Provide as much sunlight as you can for those grown inside. Even a
mature plant that has been acclimated to full sun can still suffer from
sunburn under a heatwave or extreme heat. Provide sun shade or sun protection as
needed or move to a shadier location.
Propagation is easy with stem cuttings taken
over autumn and winter. They can grow from
leaves but some can be tricky to root as their
leaves are thinner than other succulents and
appear to lack that small growing bud at the
base of the leaf that other succulents have.
Summer is not a good time to take cuttings as this is their dormant period .
The most common problems when caring for aeonium plants are root rot and insects. Root
rot is prevented by using clay pots with good drainage or checking soil percolation prior to
planting. Keep the roots moist but never soggy. Good aeonium care also requires you to
watch for pests. Mites and scale may attack the succulents. Combat these with
horticultural soaps or neem oil.
Aeonium ‘Kiwi’

Aeonium decorum

Aeonium ‘Cornish
Tribute’

Aeonium
atropurpureum

Aeonium ‘Dream’
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To Buy or Not to Buy? ….. is that even a question?
Bromeliad Society meetings and sales CANCELLED
Bromeliad Society major sales events CANCELLED
Garden Shows and other events
CANCELLED

Online buying comes to the fore
We are spoilt for choices when it comes to buying online.
From the small
backyard gardeners to the larger commercial growers,
and everything in between, we have fantastic
opportunities to buy a huge range of amazing plants
from many different sources. The sellers are Australia
wide, meaning the plants will have been grown in
variable climates and conditions, all of which must be
taken into consideration when deciding to buy or not.
 Climate: if the plant is grown in a climate different from
yours, the plant may ‘sulk’ and take a while to thrive in its
new location. Sometimes the plant may never really recover
and struggles to acclimatise if conditions are too far removed
from its original home
 Seller: it’s helpful to find out a bit about the seller before buying, if possible. Check out
their website/facebook site if available, to find out location, growing situation and
possible feedback from other buyers. Also befriending or liking the seller’s site can be
useful
 Timing: some sellers give prior notification of an upcoming sale,
some surprise us. Timing is everything when the competition is
tough. A split second can often make or break a deal. You might
have to be up with the sparrows to catch some sales but for the
dedicated/addicted, this is not a problem
 Quality: most sellers are careful to let buyers know what they are
getting, posting a picture of the mother plant as well as the pup
being sold, giving an indication of its size and any flaws it may
have. We all like to receive a healthy, good sized plant that is as
advertised. Beware photoshopped plants …
 Postage: we are fortunate to have a usually dependable postage system. During the
COVID-19 saga, there can be delays and sometimes plants arrive later than expected.
Bromeliads are pretty tough and forgiving, usually recovering after a good soak (I’ve
been advised to submerge them in a bucket and also to add sugar to the water, both of
which worked for me). It’s a real treat to have parcels arrive, especially if they contain
bromeliads!
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 Buyer etiquette: buyers should contact the seller and pay
promptly after purchasing. I’m sure sellers also appreciate
a quick message to let them know that their plants have
arrived safely at their new home
All in all, we are so lucky to be able to add such a wide
selection of plants to our collections. It is hard not to get
too carried away when, with a simple ‘clicketty,click’ of a
button, you have acquired a new beauty.
I wonder how soon it will be before we see sellers offering
Afterpay. Yikes! Then we’ll really be in trouble

The aims of the society are:
(A) To stimulate interest in the conservation, and to promote the culture and
development of succulents and bromeliads.
(B) To acquire and disseminate information regarding these plants and to
encourage their production and propagation.
(C) To ban totally from our collection any such plants which become noxious.
(D) To enlighten members and the public on the dangers of cultivating certain
noxious species.
(E) To give exhibitions, arrange field days, and other events, and to make such
publications as are deemed desirable.
(F) To associate, affiliate or otherwise join or connect ourselves with similar
bodies or societies.
(G) To make seeds and plants available to members under the control of the
Society.
(H) To foster family membership and members.
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