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Front Cover: ‘Flamingo Wings’ by Fely Anderson

Next Edition (September-October) Deadline: Tuesday September 1st
Editor: GCSBS.sales@gmail.com
The Gold Coast Succulent and Bromeliad Society Inc. gives permission to all bromeliad societies to reprint articles in
their journals provided proper acknowledgment is given to the original author and the Bromlink, and no contrary
direction is published in the Bromlink. This permission does not apply to any other person or organisation without prior
permission of the author.
Opinions expressed in the publication are those of the individual contributors and may not necessarily reflect the
opinions of the Gold Coast Succulent and Bromeliad Society Inc. or of the Editor.
Authors are responsible for the accuracy of the information in their articles.

GCSBS Inc. Bromlink and Website Advertising Rates per issue
¼ A5 page $10

½ A5 page $15

¾ A5 page $25

Full A5 page $40 except for a full A5 back page which would be $50.
All rates automatically entitle the advertiser to a free GCSBS website mention for the duration of your Bromlink
listing. Ads for succulents or bromeliads or products directly related to their growing requirements only will be
considered for publication.
Contact: GCSBS.Bromlink@gmail.com or GCSBS.President@gmail.com
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Current Volunteers
www.gcsbs.org.au

https://www.facebook.com/groups/GCSBS/

Gold Coast Succulent & Bromeliad Society Inc. (GCSBS)
PO Box 452, Helensvale Plaza, QLD 4212
MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE
President

John Hodgkinson

gcsbs.president@gmail.com
Phone: 0418 623 202

Vice President

Merv Druker

gcsbs.vp@gmail.com

Secretary

Diane Monk

gcsbs.secretary@gmail.com

Treasurer

Shane Weston

gcsbs.treasurer@gmail.com

Other Members

True Grant, Diane Monk, Wendy Perske, Peter Wright & Noreen Wright

SUPPORT TEAM
Bromlink Editor

Jen Burrows & Lynne Elias

gcsbs.sales@gmail.com

Membership & Member Services

Shane Weston

gcsbs.memberships@gmail.com

Onsite Meet & Greet

Kathleen Henderson & Diane Monk

Competition Convenors

True Grant & Noreen Wright

Onsite Sales Coordinator

Wendy Perske

Onsite Sales Table Bookings

Jen Burrows

Onsite Sales Team

Various volunteers each month
Barcodes: Silvia Nelson & Heather Condon

Onsite Sales Support (Security)

Rob Kelly & Graeme Synold

Offsite Sales Coordinators

Mike & Silvia Nelson, Wendy Perske, Peter & Noreen Wright

Kitchen Coordinator

Suzann Baker

Librarian

Tania Barter

Raffle & Plant Minding

Julie Burnett & Janette Fowler

Plant Stewards

Graeme Synold & Peter Wright

Internet Administrator

Shane Weston

Publicity Officer

Jen Burrows

Patron

Bobby Powell

Life Members

Narelle Aizlewood, Graham Besgrove, Wendy Hansen, Mary Nicholson &
Neville Ryan

gcsbs.sales@gmail.com

Send your photographs for consideration for publication or even as the front cover feature!
Articles for consideration for publication are also VERY welcome….email the Editor.
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Unfortunately, due to the restrictions and uncertainty
associated with COVID-19, all GCSBS general meetings
have been cancelled until 30 September. BUT…Watch this space
because there will be a review and announcement in October re future
events. Don’t forget that we can still stay in touch on our GCSBS Club
Facebook Page. The link is https://www.facebook.com/groups/GCSBS . It
would be great if you could join in.

President’s Page …….
I am going to give you the current state of rules and advice regarding our
future meetings. I am writing this on 22 June, so I can give you what we
know in stage 2 of the recovery from the COVID-19 pandemic in Queensland. These rules
might change before we meet next, but no one knows exactly what stage 3 rules will be. I
spoke with the centre management team this morning to make sure that I can give you the
latest information.
So here is what we know:
1. The Helensvale Community Centre is currently closed for meetings like ours.
2. The centre management team does not know when it will open for meetings like ours.
They do not get any advance notice from government or from council.
3. Our first booking for a General Meeting is on 24 October if the hall is open by then.
There will not be a General Meeting in July, August or September. Our October meeting
will happen only if the maximum number of people allowed in gatherings like ours is
large enough.
4. We can’t hold a Committee Meeting currently, as our committee members do not all
have access to the necessary technology. At least 2 committee members cannot attend
a meeting in Queensland as they live in New South Wales. We will need a Committee
Meeting before we hold a General Meeting to put in place the new format for the sales
and meeting areas.
5. We can have a maximum of 70 people in the meeting hall at any one time, according to
the 1 person per 4 square metres of space currently allowed. They must maintain the
1.5 metre required spacing, at all times according to the social distancing rules. Failure
to maintain the 1.5 metre spacing can lead to a fine of up to $6,000. Environmental
Health Officers will be attending meetings and gatherings to enforce these rules.
6. We can have 6 people in the room in which we have committee meetings.
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7. There can be no hugging, kissing, or shaking hands.
8. The social distancing rules will involve significant changes to the way that we set up the
sales tables, checkouts, and seating areas. Advice from the centre management team is
that we will need to have at least 2 metres between the rows of sales tables.
9. No food and tea/coffee can be served. People must bring their own cups/mugs to make
tea/coffee. There can be no thermos flasks, and tea/coffee/drinks cannot be shared.
10. Latex gloves must be worn by anyone handling money, pots/plants, tea/coffee urns,
raffle tickets, and anyone else handling anything that is given to, or touched by, anyone.
11. Only sellers will be allowed to handle the pots/plants – buyers must not touch them.
12. We will need to have gloves, Chux wipes, and Spray ‘n wipe available at all times in the
hall and other parts of the building.
13. We must have a COVID-19 Register of names, phone numbers, email addresses and
dates of birth of every person attending the sales and meeting. This register has to be
sent to the Centre Management Team after the meeting, and they must keep it for 8
weeks.
14. We must have a COVID-19 Safety Plan on display in the hall at all times.
15. No one can stand around in the foyer of the hall. They can pass through the foyer to
access the hall or toilets.
16. Any people outside the hall must maintain social distancing rules.
17. There needs to be separate entrances and exits to the hall.
18. We must disinfect all touch surfaces (doors, windows, tables, toilets, etc) before the
meeting, during the meeting (every 15-30 minutes from 10am to 4pm), and after the
meeting.
As you can see from the list above, our gatherings/meetings will be very different from those
in the past. Our priority must always be the safety of our members and visitors, thus
compliance with all rules must be a necessity. We cannot say: “Oh well, we won’t get caught!”
The committee will meet as soon as possible to set up the plans for future
gatherings/meetings. The first committee meeting will depend on a range of things, including
the re-opening of the Queensland-New South Wales border. Committee members are
currently communicating using email.
Our first priorities must always be:
1. the safety of our members and visitors; and
2. compliance with the rules from government and advice from the Centre Management
Team.
We will provide updates to you via email and on the Facebook page at
https://www.facebook.com/groups/GCSBS/ and website at www.gcsbs.org.au as soon as we
know of any changes to the above requirements.
I thank you for your patience. Please contact me if you have any questions or concerns.
John Hodgkinson
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2020 has been a bumpy year but
hopefully, if we all take care and stay
safe, we’ll soon be back enjoying
lovely plants and great company.

POpular Vote Competition Online
As we were unable to hold our monthly popular vote competition in May and June,
Shane kindly organised and ran the competition on our Facebook page. Lots of lovely
plant photographs were submitted and the results are below.

May Results
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June Results
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A huge congratulations to Olive Trevor for receiving an
Order of Australia award for her contribution to
Horticulture and the Bromeliad world. What wonderful
and well- deserved recognition. The bromeliad scene in
Australia is as great as it is only due to the hard work and
dedication of the pioneers like Olive. We thank &
congratulate you!

Did you know? Thanks to Wendy for this tip and photo. “This

is why we always clean off the lower leaves on a pup before potting.
I bought this bromeliad potted but it has never done any good, so I
thought I'd repot it. I peeled the lower dead leaves away and found
bits of skewer embedded and as well, all these roots heading up
between the leaves. Some leaves are just too tough for the roots to
break through, so they go up the leaves to come out over the top
and back down to the potting mix. Now my Neoregelia Cosmic
Dream can grow.”

Did you know?

If you are potting up a pup but it is a bit wobbly
and unstable, you can stop it moving around by staking it with
wooden food skewers or poking bits of styrene foam around the
base. Bromeliads will usually grow roots more quickly if they are
held still. I have used both methods successfully for many years.
If you have found something that makes it easier to grow healthy, happy
bromeliads or succulents, please send your tips to Jen or Lynne at
gcsbs.sales@gmail.com. We’d love to share them here.
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Write it Right
You may have looked at the written names of bromeliads and wondered why some have
capital letters, some are written in italics and some even include quotation marks. These are
used when the plant’s name is written in its correct botanical
format. When printed, italics are used, although this isn’t
necessary for your labels.
Thanks to the New Zealand Bromeliad Society for these general
guidelines below.
1. A species is generally defined as a type of plant having certain
characteristics that differentiate it from other members of the
Aechmea bromeliifolia
genus, and which retains these distinctions through successive
generations. If the plant is a species, then the genus should have a
capital letter and small letters for the remainder of the label. e.g.
Tillandsia fasciculata
Aechmea bromeliifolia
2. Cultivars, as the name suggests are cultivated varieties and are
plants that differ from the species or other varieties to a
recognizable degree. They may also be the product of crossing
two species or hybrids and these can only be propagated by offsets.
Neoregelia ‘Garnish’
The genus is still written in italics but their names are written with a
capital letter and are enclosed in single quotes. e.g.
Neoregelia ‘Garnish’
Billbergia ‘Ole’
You can usually distinguish between the names of species and
cultivars because species’ names are a strange mixture of
classical Latin and Greek, words from several other languages,
and names of people, locations or descriptions with more-or-less
Latinized endings. Cultivars’ names are mostly more
recognisable words.
xNeomea ‘Zydeco’
3. Bigenerics are bromeliads that are produced by crossing two
different genera and are given their own name made up from
letters of the two parents’ genera, preceded by an ‘x’ e.g. a cross
between a neoregelia and an aechmea would be a xNeomea. e.g.
xNeomea ‘Zydeco’
It can be important to write a name correctly if there is a species
and a cultivar with the same name. e.g. Neoregelia tigrina is a
species while Neoregelia ‘Tigrina’ is a cultivar, 2 different plants.

Neoregelia ‘Tigrina’
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OLDIES but GOODIES
The first bromeliad recorded in history, around
500 years ago, was the pineapple (Ananas
cosmosus), brought back to Spain by
Columbus from the New World.
Several hundred years elapsed before more
Aechmea fasciata
bromeliads entered cultivation in Europe:
 1776 Guzmania lingulata
 1828 Aechmea fasciata
 1840 Vriesea splendens (Now Lutheria splendens)
Many of us have these ‘antiques’ in our collections today.
What’s your pre 2000 favourite oldie?
Here are some nominated by other members:

1.Neoregelia ‘Deleon’s
Inferno’ (1987)

4. Neoregelia ‘Ann Anderson’
(1986)

7. Neoregelia ‘Blood Plum’
(1990)

2. Neoregelia ‘Prinsler’
(1995)

5. Aechmea ‘Shining Light’
(1990)

8. Neoregelia ‘DeRolf’
(1995)

Guzmania lingulata

Lutheria splendens

3.Neoregelia ‘Lorena’
(1995)

6. Quesnelia ‘Tim Plowman’
(1983)

9. Neoregelia ‘Picolo’
(1996)
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GETTING TO KNOW YOU…
Name Jeanette Henwood
When and why did you begin to grow bromeliads/succulents?
I attended the Brisbane Ekka back in 1986 and was enjoying
the floral displays in the pavilion when I spotted the most
vividly coloured, unusually shaped flower I had ever seen. I
spoke to an informative older gentleman (Len Butt) who told
me that it was a vriesea, a member of the bromeliad family.
He also told me about meetings where people spoke about
growing them and they SOLD them too! I started to attend
meetings and that was the beginning of the slippery slide
over 30 years ago.
Shade house or garden: Most of my plants are grown under
trees, hanging from metal poles and on bits of driftwood. I
have two shelves about 4 metres long under shadecloth
where I am trying to keep my vrieseas and guzmanias and
more delicate succulents.
Loves: I love the colour and variety of bromeliads – there’s
always something to look at in the garden!
Hates: I hate discovering mealy bugs or some scale on a leaf!
What are your favourites? At the moment – Cryptanthus and mini Neoregelias, especially
the variegated ones!
Top Tips for other growers: I try not to water too much and I find my plants grow best when
elevated
Surprise fact about me! I enjoy Egyptian Raqs Sharqi (Middle Eastern belly dance) because it
gives me an excuse to dress up!
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What Rot!
(Warning these images may cause distress for some readers)
Have you ever touched a bromeliad and the
middle has fallen out? Or has it broken off at
the base for no reason? Is it smelly and mushy?
Has it gone an unusually bright pink or red
colour? Oh no! It is likely that your bromeliad
may have crown or root rot which is caused by
a fungus called Phytophthora cinnamomi that
thrives in conditions with low oxygen.
Generally broms are easy to care for and tolerate quite a bit of neglect
but they are very susceptible to rot. One of the reasons for this is that in
nature, most species are epiphytic, meaning they grow attached to
something such as a tree. Their roots mainly serve as anchors and they
have special scales called trichomes that take in water and nutrients
from the leaves. Many store water in their cups so they are well
equipped to handle dry periods. They don’t like to be overwatered and
especially hate sitting in a soggy mix. It is heartbreaking to watch your
bromeliad rot so how can you best avoid the problem?
1. Make sure that you are using a well-draining potting mix in a well-draining container.
Bromeliads will grow in a wide variety of mediums and containers
as long as they have good drainage. Garden soil and regular
potting mix often retain too much water so are unsuitable for
many bromeliads. Climatic conditions need to be considered but
generally a coarser mix is better. Bark, perlite,
ash, gravel and even scoria can be added to
the mix to improve the drainage. A potting
medium that is rich in organic matter will break down
over time becoming denser and retaining more water
so you may need to replace the mix if it seems to be
staying too wet. Finding the ideal balance of moisture
and drainage can be a real challenge particularly during lengthy periods
of rain or drought.
2. Don’t Overwater. Most bromeliads don’t require much water to
thrive, and don’t like their mix to be wet and soggy. More are killed by over watering than by
under watering. Great advice to remember is: “When in doubt, let it dry out.” In winter
bromeliads are growing very slowly so they shouldn’t be watered as often. Try to rinse out
the cups of your bromeliads regularly, about once a week, to avoid fungal infections.
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3. Plant the Bromeliad at the right depth. When potting, keep the
bottom leaves out of the potting mix. This allows the water in the cup to
drain quickly. If the bromeliad is planted too deep, the water in the cup
will tend to keep the potting medium too soggy and may cause the
plant to slowly rot. Make sure the plant is secure because a wobbly
plant is reluctant to root. Food skewers are handy for holding your
plants still.
4. Be careful not to overpot. Many bromeliads arrive without much of
a root system (bare rooted) and don’t need large pots. You may be
tempted to pot a large growing bromeliad in a big pot, but this may do
more harm than good because it may hold too much moisture and
create a soggy mix.
5. Make sure there is good air circulation. Most bromeliads, especially
epiphytes, need good air circulation so improving air flow around your
plants will help to prevent both root and crown rot.
Help! What should I do? Bromeliads which are rotting can sometimes
be saved if the damage isn’t too severe. The best idea is to gently hose out the centre of your
plant and carefully remove as many of the affected leaves as possible. Then pour a weak
solution of a fungicide into the cup. Tip out the solution and isolate the plant in a shady spot
to dry out thoroughly, only misting the leaves lightly if it is hot, dry weather. Hopefully, the
brom may send up pups. There are 2 types of fungus treatments: Systemic (like Fongarid,
Yates Anti-rot) that is absorbed through the plant as a preventative, and a treatment like
Mancozeb that treats the actual site of infection on the leaves. (Editor’s note. I use Yates
Mancozeb Plus regularly with about 1/3 capful in a 2L watering can
and have never had any problems but other people have reported
burns on their plants so it might be a good idea to trial it on your
more common broms first.) Other growers use cinnamon all over
the damaged area. If the plant has rotted off at the base but is still
intact, after it has been treated, dried out and allowed to harden,
you could try putting it in the leaf axil of another brom to
encourage root growth. If there is some stump left,
after treatment, it may be worth setting it aside to see
if pups develop. Sterilise any implements used to trim
infected plants with boiling water to avoid
contaminating other plants. Don’t give up if you get
some rot in your broms. It happens to all of us at
some stage especially when you start to grow some
newer (more expensive) and maybe more
temperamental bromeliads. It’s all a learning process. Good luck!
Thanks to Peter Paroz, Celeste Booth and Jacob Koning for sharing their knowledge and
experience on this topic.
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Appetising Ananas
Containing one of the few edible
species of bromeliad, the Ananas
genus is also recorded as having
been one of the first bromeliads
encountered and collected by the
Columbus led Europeans in the
1400’s. They were grown outside
people's homes as a sign of
welcome. The tradition was picked
up by European cultures and in
mid 17th century Europe, carved
stone pineapples were often
placed on entrances to houses.
The now common pineapple was
seen as a highly prized status
symbol in Europe and could only
be afforded by the affluent society
due to its rarity. Its visual appeal,
as well as its sweet, delicious fruit
made it the valued centrepiece of
many a feast, expressing
hospitality and friendship. This
continues to be the case today.

Ananas 'Lava Burst'

Ananas 'Lava Burst'

Symbol of hospitality

Ananas comosus
var. bracteatus

Ananas comosus var.
ananassoides

Pineapples are quite easy to
grow in the Gold Coast region as
they like warm, humid
conditions. To make a pineapple
cutting just remove the top from
the fruit and peel away the outer
leaves. Leave them sitting in a
warm, sunny place for about a
week to heal and seal.
Ananas comosus
Place them in an ordinary
propagating mix and after about a month there
should be plenty of young roots. It’s a good idea to
use terracotta pots, because they breathe and drain
freely. Wet roots are the enemy of pineapples.
When planting pineapples in the ground, it's
important to plant them into a ridge or raised bed as
they must have free drainage. Most pineapple plants
grow to about 1.5 metres high and over a metre wide
so it's important to leave space between them for
ease of access - they're prickly plants.
Ananas 'Tricolor'
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Succulent Savvy - Echeveria
We are very fortunate to belong to a combined succulent and
bromeliad club – the best of both worlds. As our succulent
growers are regularly bombarded with bromeliad
information, it seems fair that we bromeliad addicts should at
least learn some basics about succulents.
Echeveria are one of the most attractive succulents due to their
rosette shape, bright colours and interesting variations such as
ruffles and bumps. They can range in size from 2cm up to 50cm
in diameter with their colours varying from white to orange, and
pink to red. These low growing, evergreen succulents fall under
a category called hens-and-chicks which means that they have
an original rosette called the ‘Hen’, which produces tiny rosette
offsets that are known as the ‘Chicks’.
Most Echeveria are hardy and can tolerate extended
periods without water. They grow naturally in the Americas
in mainly semi-desert to tropical habitats but at high
altitudes on cliffs and rock faces. Good drainage and
ventilation are essential to replicate their natural habitat.
Since they are so well equipped to handle drought, if you
forget to water them for six months they won't die on you.
They are easy to grow if you follow a few basic tips.
Water based on the seasons. Increase water through spring and
into summer but they are slow growing or dormant in autumn
and winter so only water about once a month. They can tolerate
quite cold conditions if they are dry.
The most common cause of death is root rot. Avoid waterlogged
soil as it leads to root rot. Also avoid too much shade as they
stretch and lose their shape and colour. Stretching also weakens
their resistance to fungal rots. Less is more. If you're not sure if it's time to water, skip it.
Their main pest is the mealybug which can minimize the plant’s
vigour. Crackling and scabby areas on their leaves can indicate
infection from mycoplasma bacteria. The most common advice
from experts seems to be that “It’s not worth trying to treat it. It's
best to just discard the plants."
17

Echeveria only need minimum fertiliser which isn’t too high in nitrogen because it could
make them green and leggy.
Echeveria love the sun. Over winter and summer keep them in warm and bright conditions,
but avoid that hot burning western Summer sun which can fry them.
To propagate new plants just pull the chicks away from the mother
rosette and replant in a well-drained succulent and cactus mix. You can
also start new plants from leaf cuttings. Lay the leaf on the surface of
the soil. It will root within a few weeks and soon a small rosette will
grow next to the rooted leaf. The leaf will dry up and crumble off the
new plant.
In Australia Echeveria are suited to pot culture more than in the garden because you can
control the water and light. They’re great for people living in smaller areas and you can go
away for a few weeks without them turning up their toes from lack of water.
(Editor’s note. The common ones are really tough succulents. Mine grow in big pots in
morning sun, get a hose waved over them occasionally if I remember and if they get too
lanky, I snap off the stem and poke them back in the ground. BUT I only grow the common
ones so if anyone has any tips for growing the bumpy, curly, fancy ones, we’d love to share
the information in Bromlink.)

Thanks to James Lucas from Succulents Australia and Lauren Williamson from Better
Homes and Gardens for sharing their knowledge.
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We are not alone.
We share our gardens with many
creatures who have become our
gardening companions.

Some are welcome

And others not
quite so much……
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Unfortunately, due to Covid-19, the 'Kiwi Broms' Conference
which was to be held in Auckland in April 2021 has been
postponed to April 7th-10th 2022, at the Waipuna Hotel in
Auckland. For more information contact Graeme (Conference
Convenor) at kiwibroms@bsnz.org or check out the
websitewebsite at https://kiwibroms.bsnz.org/ for further
information.

The aims of the society are:
(A) To stimulate interest in the conservation, and to promote the culture and
development of succulents and bromeliads.
(B) To acquire and disseminate information regarding these plants and to
encourage their production and propagation.
(C) To ban totally from our collection any such plants which become noxious.
(D) To enlighten members and the public on the dangers of cultivating certain
noxious species.
(E) To give exhibitions, arrange field days, and other events, and to make such
publications as are deemed desirable.
(F) To associate, affiliate or otherwise join or connect ourselves with similar
bodies or societies.
(G) To make seeds and plants available to members under the control of the
Society.
(H) To foster family membership and members.
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