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Front Cover: Cryptanthus ‘Ruby’ in Decorated Container by True Grant

Next Edition (May - June) Deadline: Friday May 1st
Editor: GCSBS.Bromlink@gmail.com
The Gold Coast Succulent and Bromeliad Society Inc. gives permission to all bromeliad societies to reprint articles in
their journals provided proper acknowledgment is given to the original author and the Bromlink, and no contrary
direction is published in the Bromlink. This permission does not apply to any other person or organisation without
prior permission of the author.
Opinions expressed in the publication are those of the individual contributors and may not necessarily reflect the
opinions of the Gold Coast Succulent and Bromeliad Society Inc. or of the Editor.
Authors are responsible for the accuracy of the information in their articles.

GCSBS Inc. Bromlink and Website Advertising Rates per issue
¼ A5 page $10

½ A5 page $15

¾ A5 page $25

Full A5 page $40 except for a full A5 back page which would be $50.
All rates automatically entitle the advertiser to a free GCSBS website mention for the duration of your Bromlink
listing. Ads for succulents or bromeliads or products directly related to their growing requirements only will be
considered for publication.
Contact: GCSBS.Bromlink@gmail.com or GCSBS.President@gmail.com
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Current Volunteers
www.gcsbs.org.au

https://www.facebook.com/groups/GCSBS/

Gold Coast Succulent & Bromeliad Society Inc. (GCSBS)
PO Box 452, Helensvale Plaza, QLD 4212
MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE
President

John Hodgkinson

gcsbs.president@gmail.com
Phone: 0418 623 202

Vice President

Merv Druker

gcsbs.vp@gmail.com

Secretary

VACANT

gcsbs.secretary@gmail.com

Treasurer

Shane Weston

gcsbs.treasurer@gmail.com

Other Members

John Carroll, Kay Carroll, True Grant, Diane Monk, Wendy Perske,
Peter Wright & Noreen Wright

SUPPORT TEAM
Bromlink Editor

Jen Burrows & Lynne Elias

gcsbs.sales@gmail.com

Membership & Member Services

Shane Weston

gcsbs.memberships@gmail.com

Onsite Meet & Greet

Kathleen Henderson & Diane Monk

Competition Convenors

True Grant & Noreen Wright

Onsite Sales Coordinator

Wendy Perske

Onsite Sales Table Bookings

Jen Burrows

Onsite Sales Team

Various volunteers each month
Barcodes: Silvia Nelson & Heather Condon

Onsite Sales Support (Security)

John Carroll, Rob Kelly & Graeme Synold

Offsite Sales Coordinators

Mike & Silvia Nelson, Wendy Perske, Peter & Noreen Wright

Kitchen Coordinator

Suzann Baker

Librarian

Tania Barter

Raffle & Plant Minding

Julie Burnett & Janette Fowler

Plant Stewards

Graeme Synold & Peter Wright

Internet Administrator

Shane Weston

Publicity Officer

Jen Burrows

Patron

Bobby Powell

Life Members

Narelle Aizlewood, Graham Besgrove, John Catlan, Genny Catlan, Wendy
Hansen, Mary Nicholson & Neville Ryan

gcsbs.sales@gmail.com

Send your photographs for consideration for publication or even as the front cover feature!
Articles for consideration for publication are also VERY welcome….email the Editor.
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President’s Page ….
I hope that you have been getting some of the rain and that both your
plants and you are enjoying the result. It does not take very much rain to
make us happy, does it?
Our major event coming up soon is the Autumn Spectacular at the Carrara Markets Events
Centre on 4/5 April. I hope that you can participate with other club members by either
selling plants or by helping with running the event, especially on the checkouts. It takes only
a few minutes to learn the checkout procedures – I learnt them last time quite easily, so
anyone can! The event raises the profile of the GCSBS in the wider community, as hundreds
of people come through our location who would not otherwise find out about us firsthand.
All GCSBS members also benefit from the event as it raises funds that help keep our
membership fees down and help us subsidise things like bus trips and our Christmas party.
Try to give us a couple of hours of your time on 4/5 April.
Don’t forget that we have an excellent range of presenters at our monthly meetings. Last
month, John Byth showed us his marvellous Alcantareas. This month, George Stamatis will
give us some of his secrets to growing foliage Vrieseas. Each month, we also feature one of
our members. Last month, Amanda Barbe talked about Billbergias and hybridising. This
month, Alfonso and Gilda Trudu will give us an introduction to Lithops (“Living Stones”), a
succulent genus not commonly seen at our meetings. I hope that you can join us for
another interesting, informative, and very enjoyable program at our meeting on 28 March.
I am writing this in early March, and the situation with regards to the spread of the
coronavirus outbreak is developing and changing on a daily basis. Your Committee will be
discussing our response at our meeting in March. We will make sure that you are kept
informed of any decisions that are made concerning the operation of the GCSBS.
Meanwhile, enjoy the slightly cooler and wetter weather.
John Hodgkinson

No Meeting in April!

Just a reminder that there will be NO GENERAL MEETING in APRIL
because of the clash with ANZAC DAY.
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UPCOMING EVENTS
Mar 28
General Meeting
12 noon
Plants of the Month:
Tillandsia, Vriesea & any succulent
MAIN EVENT:
‘My Secrets to Growing Beautiful Foliage Vriesea’
Presented by George Stamatis
FEATURE EVENT:
‘An Introduction to Lithops’
Presented by Alfonso & Gilda Trudu
AND...
Popular Vote Competition
April 4 & 5 Carrara 2020 Autumn Spectacular (See next page for more details)
April 25

CANCELLED DUE TO ANZAC DAY.

May 23
General Meeting
12 noon
Plants of the Month:
Cryptanthus, Quesnelia & any Succulent
MAIN EVENT:
Succulents
Presented by Kathleen Henderson
FEATURE EVENTS
Pupping and Potting
Presented by Greg & Narelle Aizlewood
AND...
Popular Vote Competition
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John Byth, Mr Alcantarea
Thanks to John for an enjoyable
and informative talk at our
February meeting. With such an
extensive range, grown
beautifully, John has deservedly
earned the nickname of ‘Mr
Alcantarea ‘Vampira’ select
Alcantarea’.
form
People were amazed at the variety of colours, sizes and forms
and many were picturing how lovely they’d look in their own
gardens.
John also shared some of the tricks of growing Alcantarea well with advice about growing
conditions, propagating, watering and fertilizer.
If you’d like to know more about Alcantarea or would love
more of your own, John welcomes
visitors by appointment at his
Woodford nursery.
Alcantarea ‘John Stoddart’

John is also available to answer
questions or discuss Alcantarea
on Facebook.
Alcantarea cerosa

Alcantarea
‘Petra’

Beautiful variety of colours
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A big thank-you to the many people who work hard every
month doing the jobs that our club meetings need to function smoothly. At the
February meeting it was particularly heart-warming to see the number of
members who were quietly helping other members. Boxes were carried, tables
were put up and people were ready with a friendly smile. An especially big
thank-you goes to Monica’s family who do a great job month after month
helping with the arduous job of setting up the tables.

Secondly, a compliment to the sellers who did a top job of preparing
and presenting their plants for sale. It’s a taxing task and you can be proud of
how attractive they looked. I’m sure our many buyers were impressed!

Preparing for another busy meeting

Rosie’s popular Produce Table

Thank-you to Rosie, Nathan and
True for many of the lovely
photos in this Bromlink.
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Amanda Barbe’s Bold & Beautiful Billbergia
Amanda has a passion for growing and hybridising bromeliads as
was evident in her very informative presentation at our February
meeting. The main topic was billbergia. Many areas were covered
including their natural habitat, growing conditions, fertilizer and
potting mediums, as well as extensive hybridising tips. Amanda
has propagated from seed and now has her very own hybrid ready
for registration.
Thank you, Amanda, for sharing your extensive
knowledge. I’m sure you’ve inspired many to
enter the fascinating world of hybridising and
thanks also for your generous freebies/samples
which were eagerly snapped up at the end of
your talk.

Photos courtesy of Amanda
New hybrid for
registration

Billbergia
‘Afterglow’

Amanda has developed a Facebook page, Bromeliad growing, hybridizing,
seed bank and more... for those wanting to gain further knowledge
about hybridising and growing bromeliads from seed.
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1050780968610535/
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Oops……… It’s a good Guy!
In the previous edition of Bromlink this photograph of ‘white
scale’ was included. It was pointed out by an observant reader,
Ross Little, that this wasn’t white scale but was actually the
empty sacs of a predatory mite, probably 'Anystis', also known
as the whirligig mite. According to HortResearch, ‘they are a
good bug to have in the garden as they hunt down and eat some
mites which are plant pests’.
This one has confused a lot of people for many years. Some thought it was
scale while others considered it to be spider egg sacs. The spots are soft
and wipe off easily. They don’t seem to damage the plant or leave any
permanent marks. As this soft white substance is often seen on
bromeliads in SE Queensland, you might be interested to read more
about it in the March/April Bromlink 2018.

Scale

This is a link to the information on our club website.
http://www.gcsbs.org.au/Bromlinks/Bromlink%202018-02%20MARAPR.pdf
It was reprinted from an article in the FNCBSG Newsletter Jan. 2018. Spiders, Scale or
Beneficial Mites. Thank you to FNCBSG for allowing us to share it.
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GETTING TO KNOW YOU…
Name: Lynne Elias
When and why did you begin to
grow bromeliads/succulents?
Mine will be a familiar story… I
visited a beautiful garden
featuring bromeliads around
15years ago and was
immediately hooked.
Frequenting any place selling
bromeliads became my new
hobby and I basically bought anything I didn’t have (almost
always within my budget) including the weird and
wonderful. I can’t say things have changed much these days
except I’m trying to confine myself to smaller varieties,
trying being the operative word.
Shade house or garden? Started off with garden grown but
as I delved into the more expensive beauties, I realised I
needed to protect them from falling branches etc and so up
went the shadehouse
Loves:
The sheer variety and extent of
these wonderful plants
Hates: Housework ….would rather be
in the garden
What are your favourites? At the moment I’m loving anything mini…
or unusual...or newbies...or tillies….
Top Tips for other growers: Experiment, experiment, experiment
with different growing mediums, fertilizers, situations etc.
Sometimes learning the hard way can work out for the best.
Surprise fact about me!
I nearly spent time in an Italian jail! But that’s another story…..
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New Zealand 21st Australasian Conference
Kiwi Broms
Following our successful Golden Broms
Conference at the Gold Coast in 2019 will
be the 2021 NZ Kiwi Broms in Auckland.
Being held in April 2021, planning is well
underway and bookings can be made now. Despite the fact that, unless you have
quarantine facilities, these outstanding NZ hybrids can’t be brought home in your
hand luggage, you will still be able to visit beautiful NZ gardens. Day Bookings can
be made soon.
For more information there is a website https://kiwibroms.bsnz.org/ and Facebook
page https://www.facebook.com/groups/135600729852095/.
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Be aware, Take care
This article has been reprinted from the Cactus and Succulent Society of Australia
Facebook page. It is important for us to be aware of
these invasive species.
“More than 1,000 invasive plants being propagated for
sale by backyard growers have been destroyed.
Together with Sunshine Coast Council, our officers seized
the illegal cacti plants that had the potential to become
serious pests!
The plants seized included drooping tree pear (Opuntia
monacantha), Eve's pin cactus (Austrocylindropuntia
subulate), blind cactus (Opuntia rufida), bunny ears cactus (Opuntia microdasys), velvety
tree pear (Opuntia tomentose) and mother of millions (Bryophyllum delagoense). They have
the potential to spread in the same way as the prickly pear cactus, which decimated 60
million acres of land and sent many landholders broke. They could endanger the local
environment, stock and native wildlife.
Biosecurity Queensland Jan 10

If you're selling or planning to sell plants, make sure they are not prohibited or restricted
under the Biosecurity Act 2014. A list of prohibited plants can be found at
https://bit.ly/2T6KCoW, and restricted plants at https://bit.ly/2R5DfLJ.”

Which bromeliad am I? $10
Golden Dollars voucher for
the 1st person to tell Jen
Burrows the correct answer
at the March meeting.

An amazing cactus
photographed by
Jeanette Henwood on
her visit to Cactus
Country in NSW.
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Believe it or Not!
Redland Bay man appeals for experts to identify whether he has stumbled
upon a 'freak of nature' in his yard (Jordan Crick)

A REDLAND Bay man says there might be something in the water across the city after
finding a pineapple without a leafy top growing in his garden. Richard Butler, who has been
growing pineapples for about seven years, said he wanted experts to look at the deformed
piece of fruit so they could establish whether he had stumbled upon a world first.
He said he was shocked when he found the mutant fruit growing without its characteristic
leaves among perfectly healthy pineapples in his yard. He immediately showed it to a local
fruit vendor who said he had never seen anything like it during his 60 years in the industry.
Mr Butler said he did not use chemicals on his fruit but believed the deformity could have
been caused when he moved the plant from a pot on his patio to a bigger pot in his garden.
"I rarely spray poisons in the yard. All the pineapples get is a bit of blood and bone fertiliser
and a bit of sea salt spray," he said. "When it first came up I thought 'that looks a bit
strange, it hasn't got a cone on the top of it like the rest'. "I just thought I would let it keep
growing and growing and it might eventually force itself out but it never did."
Mr Butler said he had approached the CSIRO hoping they could shed some light on the
matter but they told him they did not deal with pineapples. His friends were also sceptical
and thought Mr Butler was telling a few tall tales.
Full version of article https://www.redlandcitybulletin.com.au/story/6653565/pineapplemystery-stumps-redland-bay-man/
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New Goodies from the Bromeliad Cultivar Register
A couple of lovely recent additions to the BCR Register and they’re both Australian hybrids
so maybe, one day…….
NEOREGELIA ‘Rangeview Magnablaze’

Kilpatrick, Peter

2015

Mature, open, large rosette to 70cm. diameter. In strong light, broad, arching, glossy olive
green / dark red leaves randomly striated hot pink to scarlet red.. Tricolor Group. Reg. Doc.
11/2019.
Country of origin: Queensland Australia
Seed Parent: Rangeview Coral Trout

NEOREGELIA ‘Ankle Biter’

Pollen Parent: Great White

Cameron, Mal & Michelle

2017

Mature, compact rosette to 25cm. diameter x 20cm. high. In strong light, broad, arching,
slightly wavy olive green leaves heavily striated pastel pink and cross-banded punctated
dark red. Tricolor Group. Reg. Doc. 1/2020.
Country of origin: Queensland Australia
Seed Parent: Tantrum

Pollen Parent: Rumba
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Popular Vote Competition February Meeting
The popular vote competition is open to any club member to enter a succulent, bromeliad
or both, limited to 3 entries per member per category. Both the succulent and bromeliad
entries have two classes, novice and open. There is also a decorative container category, so
the only limitation in this category is your imagination. Judging of the plants is done by the
members & visitors who vote for their favourite plant on the day.
A lovely selection of bromeliads and succulents were entered into the Popular Vote
competition for February 2020. Thank you to all those who entered plants.

RESULTS FEBRUARY 2020
Bromeliads Open
1st Jen Burrows with Billbergia ‘Kawana Wild
Cherry’
2nd Wendy Perske with Wallisia ‘Creation’
3rd Graeme Synold with Vriesea ‘Yellow Mellow’.
Wallisia ‘Creation’
2nd place: Bromeliads Open
entered by Wendy Perske

Billbergia ‘Kawana Wild Cherry’
1st place: Bromeliads Open
entered by Jen Burrows

Bromeliads Novice
1st Amanda Barbe with Aechmea
bromeliifolia
2nd Ian Cairns with Encholirium
pedicellatum
Aechmea bromeliifolia.
1st place: Bromeliads
Novice
entered by Amanda Barbe

Encholirium pedicellatum 2nd
place: Bromeliads Novice
entered by Ian Cairns

Succulents Open
1st Peter Wright with Euphorbia polygona
‘Snowflake’
2nd Alyssa Luck with Mammillaria hahniana
cristata

Mammillaria hahniana
cristata. 2nd place: Succulents
Open entered by Allyssa Luck

Euphorbia 'Snowflake" 1st
place: Succulents Open
entered by Peter Wright

3rd Barb McCune with Mammillaria bocasana
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Succulents Novice
1st Sharn Denny with Aloe ‘Quicksilver’

Aloe 'Quicksilver" 1st place: Succulents Novice
entered by Sharn Denny

Decorative Container
1st Amanda Barbe with ‘Garden in a Glass’
2nd True Grant with Cryptanthus ‘Ruby ‘
3rd Wendy Perske with ‘Owl with Tillandsias’
3rd Sharn Denny with Euphorbia milii
Cryptanthus ‘Ruby' 2nd place:
Decorative Container entered by
True Grant

Special Mention
This lovely Neoregelia in the Bromeliads Open
section deserves a special mention because it was
grown from seed by one of our own members,
Graeme Synold. Great job. Definitely one for
The List!
'Garden in a Glass’ 1st place:
Decorative Container entered by
Amanda Barbe

THE ‘PUT YOUR BEST PLANTS FORWARD’ POPULAR VOTE COMPETITION IS OPEN TO
ALL MEMBERS AND HELD AT EVERY GENERAL MEETING FROM JANUARY TO OCTOBER
POINTS ARE ALLOCATED EACH MONTH WITH THE ANNUAL CHAMPION PRESENTATION IN NOVEMBER.

WE WANT YOUR PARTICIPATION, SIMPLY BRING IN YOUR FAVOURITE PLANT!
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Thinking about building a Shadehouse? Read this first!

THE IMPORTANCE OF PAINTING CCA
TREATED PINE
By Jacob Koning (Reprinted from Far North
Coast Brom. Study Group NSW December
2017 newsletter)
CCA or Copper, Chromium, Arsenic-treated
timber is a treatment design to make timbers
very durable against rotting and termite/borer
attack; however, this solution (which is water
based and applied under great pressure for penetrating into the timber) has a
downside and, that is, it is very destructive to bromeliads of every type. It is not just
the copper; the chromium and the arsenate are also a problem for bromeliads and in
combination with the copper can certainly spell death.
The best and easiest way to prevent this from happening is to
paint the timbers used in construction of the growing houses.
Paint all surfaces INCLUDING any cuts, etc. before assembly.
You need a good quality Acrylic paint like Dulux weather shield
or similar (DO NOT USE CHEAP PAINT—it will not work!)
Only one good coat is needed but it’s up to the individual if a
second coat is applied. The treatment of the CCA timber is
water-based and so a water-based paint locks it up very well
without affecting the durability of the treatment. I have always
done it this way and have never had a problem. Do not thin the
paint more than specified on the tin. Also, use only galvanized
nails and screws, etc. I personally cannot stress the importance of painting all
timbers/surfaces/cuts enough: a bit of extra care/expense will save your plants and
your money in the long run. Great advice. Thanks, Jack
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Rosie & Rob

Bob & True Grant

Snapshots from our Members’ Gardens
We’d love to see more photos of your gardens so
please send them to us at gcsbs.sales@gmail.com or
post them on the club FB page.

Glenn Wilkinson

Barb Stutz

Jan Zilm

Julie Burnett
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No Meeting in April!

Just a reminder that there will be NO GENERAL MEETING in APRIL
because of the clash with ANZAC DAY.

What sort of bromeliad is this?

Photographs similar to this one are sometimes posted on
Bromeliad sites, asking for an id. It isn’t actually a
bromeliad at all but rather a spreading, leafy plant called
Callisia fragrans. Other common names for this purplish
green creeper from Mexico are Basket, or Fragrant Inch
plant. Its flowers are small, white, perfumed clusters
borne on the top of long upright stalks.
According to the Brisbane City Council , ‘This garden
escapee is well established in south-eastern
Queensland, where it is regarded as a significant
environmental weed and appears on several local
council weed lists (e.g. it is regarded as one of the 12
most concerning environmental weeds in the Hervey
Bay local authority area) as well as in the list of the
top 200 invasive species for this region…Callisia
fragrans forms a dense spreading ground-cover that can rapidly overtake bushland areas. It
therefore has the potential to crowd out native species and prevent their regeneration.’

It spreads quite quickly and can be a real pest in your garden.
There are concerns that it may cause contact dermatitis in both humans
and their pets. Avoid getting the sap from this plant directly on the skin
when possible.
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UPCOMING SHOPPING CENTRE DISPLAY & SALES EVENTS
March 12 & 13 – Springwood Shopping Mall
March 18 & 19 – Mudgeeraba Market Shopping Centre
May 7, 8 & 9 – Southport Park Shopping Centre
Members with 3 or more months' membership can add their name to the list of sellers for any of the above
venues and dates. These event bookings are available at the Member Services Desk at each monthly
general meeting. Of course, there are certain guidelines to be followed when representing us at these
events & very limited spaces.
For more information please see or contact Shane Weston at the Member Services desk.

A warm welcome to these new members. Jan BENNETT, John & Anna
NORTH, Cheryl MARTIN, Jan SAUNDERS, Lorraine
SCHOENKNECKT, Vivienne SHIELD & Kaz WATANABE.
WATANABE.WATANABE.

The aims of the society are:
(A) To stimulate interest in the conservation, and to promote the culture and
development of succulents and bromeliads.
(B) To acquire and disseminate information regarding these plants and to
encourage their production and propagation.
(C) To ban totally from our collection any such plants which become noxious.
(D) To enlighten members and the public on the dangers of cultivating certain
noxious species.
(E) To give exhibitions, arrange field days, and other events, and to make such
publications as are deemed desirable.
(F) To associate, affiliate or otherwise join or connect ourselves with similar
bodies or societies.
(G) To make seeds and plants available to members under the control of the
Society.
(H) To foster family membership and members.
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