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Front cover feature: Canistrum seidelianum

Next Edition (November- December) Deadline: 1st January 2019
Editor: gcsbs.bromlink@gmail.com
The Gold Coast Succulent and Bromeliad Society Inc. gives permission to all bromeliad societies to reprint
articles in their journals provided proper acknowledgment is given to the original author and the Bromlink,
and no contrary direction is published in the Bromlink. This permission does not apply to any other person
or organisation without prior permission of the author.
Opinions expressed in the publication are those of the individual contributors and may not necessarily
reflect the opinions of the Gold Coast Succulent and Bromeliad Society Inc. or of the Editor.
Authors are responsible for the accuracy of the information in their articles.

Send your photographs for consideration for publication or even as the front cover feature!
Articles for consideration for publication are also VERY welcome….email the Editor.

GCSBS Inc. Bromlink and Website Advertising Rates per issue
¼ A5 page $10

½ A5 page $15

¾ A5 page $25

Full A5 page $40 except for a full A5 back page which would be $50.
All rates automatically entitle the advertiser to a free GCSBS website mention for the
duration of your Bromlink listing. Ads for succulents or bromeliads or products directly
related to their growing requirements only will be considered for publication.
Contact: GCSBS.Bromlink@gmail.com or GCSBS.President@gmail.com
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President’s Page …..
November - December 2018
And so we arrive at the end of another successful and eventful year for our society. We have
had enjoyable Saturday gatherings with sales, popular vote competitions and presenters,
major displays, sales and competitions at the Carrara markets, shopping centre sales and
displays; and our online presence continues to grow on the website and the Facebook page.
I’d like to thank, on behalf of all members, the Management Committee and volunteers for
all their work during the past year; they are all essential to providing a satisfying experience
for everyone involved with the GCSBS.
I’d also like to thank the members of the 2019 Management Committee and all the
volunteers for taking on their roles. We have a strong and committed group of people who,
with the support of the other GCSBS members, will do excellent work in 2019.
And 2019 will be a momentous year for the GCSBS. Apart from the usual events such as
meetings, sales and displays, we will be hosting Golden Broms, the 20th Australasian
Bromeliad Conference, on 17-20 October at Sea World. I hope that the whole GCSBS
membership will support the conference by attending as delegates and/or by helping as
volunteers during this most significant event. We already have delegates coming from
around Australia, New Zealand, and from the USA. I attended my first bromeliad conference
– Sunny Broms – last year, and I had a great time, even though I am only new to the
bromeliad world. So please mark it in your calendar now.
Our members and visitors come to the GCSBS for a variety of reasons – to hear the
presenters, to buy plants, to have a social afternoon with friends, or all of these. I hope that
you will help to provide a most enjoyable experience for everyone associated with the
GCSBS in 2019.
John Hodgkinson, President
Photos below: Left is Mamillaria bocosana & Right is Echeveria ‘Red Edge’
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EDITOR’S NOTES
• Many thanks Narelle Aizlewood for your hard work as
President over the past year. You took on the role whilst, at
the same time, maintaining a big commitment to the
Golden Broms Conference. There were difficulties at times,
however you kept going with strength & a positive attitude
for the benefit of our society.
• Thank you to Dr Terrie Bert (Florida U.S.A.) for your
permission to use your article (page 10) which was originally published in the
Newsletter of the Florida Council of Bromeliad Societies (Volume 38. Issue 3, August
2018).
• This is the last Bromlink edition before Christmas. I wish all members a safe &
enjoyable holiday season, a very Merry Xmas & all the best for 2019.

Events & Upcoming
Speakers for our General
Meetings 2018 / 2019
November 24 General Meeting
Xmas ‘Party on the Green’, Colossal Plant
Raffle & Society 40th Anniversary
Celebration
True & Bob Grant will do a Presentation of
their recent trip to the National Parks of
North America
NO SALES / NO POPULAR VOTE
COMPETITION
Plants of the Month: Any Bromeliad Genus
not previously featured & any succulent
December No meeting

2019
January 26 General Meeting
Please note that due to Australia Day, the meeting times will differ:
Centre open for members at 12 midday. Plant Sales at 1pm / Meeting 2pm
Main: Annual Quiz presented by Jeanette Henwood
Member Participation: John Hodgkinson – ‘My Journey with Bromeliads’
Popular Vote Competition starts again
Plants of the Month: Catopsis, Hohenbergia, Neoregelia & any Succulent
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February 23 General Meeting
Main: World Bromeliad Conference San Diego presented by True Grant
Member Participation: Rosie Kelly – ‘How the Kelly Garden Developed’
Popular Vote Competition
Plants of the Month: Aechmea, Billbergia & any Succulent
March 23 General Meeting
Main: TBA
Member Participation: Nev Ryan – Tillandsias
Popular Vote Competition
Plants of the Month: Tillandsia, Vriesea & any Succulent
April 13 & 14 Carrara Markets Sale
April 27 General Meeting
Main: Ron & Sue Murray – Orthophytums & Neophytums Name Changes
Member Participation: Ron & Sue Murray – Growing Under Extreme Conditions
Popular Vote Competition
Plants of the month: Cryptanthus, Neoregelia any Succulent
May 25 General Meeting
Main: Michael Grange – Alcantareas
Member Participation: Succulents form San Diego
Popular Vote Competition
Plants of the month: Bromeliad Intergenerics, Guzmania & any Succulent
October 17 – 20 Golden Broms Conference

G.C.S.B.S. End of Year Christmas
Party Saturday 24th November
2018
Details for the day are in the last Bromlink.
It was decided that the G.C.S.B.S. will provide meat, bread, condiments and accessories for
a B.B.Q. lunch available to all members of the G.C.S.B.S. Members are asked: Surname A - L
to bring a small salad and M - Z to bring a small sweet

Memberships 2019
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Memberships were due for renewal on 30th September 2018.
Application forms need to be filled in & subscriptions paid at the Members’ Desk at General
Meetings (cash, cheque or EFTPOS) or posted with a cheque to ‘Memberships’, PO Box 452,
Helensville Plaza, QLD 4215. An application form was included with the Sept-Oct 2018
Bromlink & they are available at the Members’ Service Desk at General Meetings or contact
Shane Weston at gcsbs.memberships@gmail.com
Your membership is greatly valued & we hope to see you again in 2019.

Carrara Markets Sale & Judged Competition
The Sale & Judged Competition held on 17-18 November 2018 were a huge success. Details
will be published in the January Bromlink.

Popular Vote Competition
A big thank you to all members who entered plants this year. The competition will
commence again at the 26th January 2019 General Meeting.
Congratulations ++ to the winners for 2018. They are:
Succulents Novice
1. Keryn Simpson &
Dave Boudier (photo)
2. Alyssa Luck
3. Suzann Baker

Succulents Open
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1. Peter & Noreen
Wright (photo)
2. Gavin Braden
3. Ian Cairns

Bromeliads Novice
1. Graeme Synold (photo)
2. Keryn Simpson & Dave Boudier
3. Gavin Braden & Jeanette Henwood

Bromeliads Open
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1. Rob & Rosie Kelly
(photo)
2. Greg & Narelle
Aizlewood
3. True Grant &
Jennifer Laurie

Decorative Container
1. Gavin Braden
(photo)
2. Ruth Dickson,
Barbara McCune,
Alyssa Luck
3. Jen Burrows
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Fitting 2,000 + Bromeliads and a House into a
Quarter-acre City Lot: Bromeliads Everywhere!
by Theresa M. Bert (Florida U.S.A.)
I grow more than 2,000 bromeliads on a ¼ acre lot, with a 2,300 sq. ft.
house on it, and have another 500 or so in rented shade-house space. Fitting so
many bromeliads into the space around the house is a challenge; and of course, I
still buy more. So, I must grow in 3 dimensions. Long ago, I mounted 4 ft. X 8 ft.
plastic lattice fencing about 2 ft. above the ground on treated 4 in. X 4 in. posts
that had been embedded in cement about 1½ ft. below the surface of the ground.
The posts are attached together by 8 ft. long, 2 in. X 4 in., boards at the levels of
the top, middle, and bottom of the fencing. The fencing is then attached to those
boards by screws every place possible. That fencing has lasted about 20 yrs. About
70- 75 mounted tillandsias hang on the wall; and some are very big, heavy
multiples. If you attach brackets for hanging plants to the posts supporting the
fencing, you get yet another dimension from your hanging wall.
To hang mounted plants on the fencing, in the past I made hangers from a good
grade of wire, or even cut up clothing hangers. I’d drill a hole near the top of the
mounting material (usually cedar or commercially available tree bark), thread the
wire through the hole, back to front,
cut off the length desired to
make the hook, bend that
long end upward, wrap the
short end around the long
end, and form the hook
from the longer piece. Now
just buy S-shaped hooks of
various lengths, hook one
end around the bottom of
the mounting material,
pushing the “S” in tightly or
bending it, as needed, and
use

I

Backyard view of the bromeliad “gazebo” which holds about 500 bromeliads (mostly
tillandsias and small neoregelias); and in front, small neoregelias on the ground. Far
right, a corner garden. About 500 bromeliads are supported by the gazebo, on three
benches and hanging from double-hook hangers.

10

cable ties to cinch the top of the hook to
the mount. Sometimes I also cinch the
hook to the mount farther down using a
cable tie. That provides a strong attachment and lengthens the life of the mount. I
also use wooden slat boxes of various sizes
and styles fitted with purchased 4-wire
hangers or macramé hangers. Those hang
on the brackets I attached to the fence
posts.

Above: View of the pool, the bromeliad
gallery (near right), new and sale
bromeliads (front, on deck), and
bromeliad trees on a planter (left distant).
Approximately 100 bromeliads are in the
planter area. A waterfall from the planter
edge to the pool creates a microclimate
that keeps cold sensitive bromeliads
cooler in summer and warmer in winter.
Right Middle: View of the pool area from
the far door. Bromeliad trees are on the
near sides and the pool and corner
planter are in the distance. The
neighbor’s house is 15 ft from the pool
cage.
Right Below: Pool cage, in an added
extension, shot from poolside. The layered
gallery of broms in the front was built with 2”
X 12” X 8’ treated boards on concrete blocks.
Some bromeliads on the pavers to the left of
the gallery are those I use for sales; others are
new purchases that haven’t yet found a
“home.” The pitcairnias in front of the gallery
are my pets. In the distance are bromeliad
“trees” that hold about 40 bromeliads each.
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Two other types of structures allow me
to pack hundreds of bromeliads into
small horizontal spaces by stacking them
vertically. I have an 8 ft. X 12 ft. gazebolike structure with shade cloth on top (no
shaded walls, just a shade-cloth “roof”).
Under the roof, multiple horizontal bars
are mounted about 6 ft. off ground level.
They are threaded through holes in the 2
in. X 1 ft. X 8 ft. wooden cross pieces that
form the sides of the structure and hold
up the shade-cloth. I can fit 10 doublehook plant hangers along the bars and
can then hang another layer or two of the
hooks by hanging them on each other,
layer by layer. Beneath the hangers,
three 8 ft. X 3 ft. benches sit about 2½ ft.
off the ground. Small neoregelias are in
the hanging pots and larger neoregelias
and species in other genera are on the
benches. Tillandsias and Aechmea
nudicaulis varieties hang from outer bars
that help support the shade cloth. So,
within that 8 ft. X 12 ft. space, I can pack
about 500 bromeliads.
Top: Side view of the bromeliad stand next to the
water faucet. About 18 Tillandsias, Catopsis,
berteroniana and dienacanthon urbanianun reside
here.
Middle: This plant supply stand resides in a corner
of the lanai/pool cage area next to the
water hose. Long and short bromeliad
‘tree’ hooks hang on the stand, along
with other supplies to hang bromeliads.
To the right are arrayed the bromeliads
on a bromeliad tree.
Bottom: Neoregelias hanging from
rods placed under shade cloth in the
gazebo. The many wires are those of
the double-hook hangers. Tillandsias
hang in the distance.
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The third type of vertical structures form
Christmas-tree shapes with bromeliads. I
mounted ¾ in. conduit pipe in cement,
buried the cement about 1½ ft. in the
ground, and covered the open top of the
pipe with multiple layers of aluminum foil.
I place coated (some type of heavy paint)
metal flower pot hangers of various
lengths (12 in., 18 in., 24 in.), with small
spiral hooks that fit onto the conduit pipe
at one end and large circular hooks that
hold 6-in. pots at the other end in layers on
the pipe. I start with 6 24-in. hangers at the
bottom and end with 4 to 6 12-in. hangers
at the top. Alternating layers of 12-in.
hangers with longer hangers, I can stack
about 45 bromeliads in a space of
approximately 6 ft. in diameter (including
the widths of the bromeliads on the 24-in.
hangers). Brome- liads can be placed on
the ground in be- tween the bromeliad
“trees” and 5 - 10 til- landsias can be hung
from the hangers where the hangers
attach to the conduit pipe. I have 19 bromeliad trees around the house and in the
pool cage. Those hold about 1,000 bromeliads, not counting the ones on the ground
in between the bromeliad trees. The rest of the
bromeliads are on the ground, in various gardens
and light conditions, in the front yard and on both
sides, which are 7½ ft. wide. The bromeliad
gardens on the sides of the property extend
about 3
ft. from the house.
Top: Inside of the gazebo. Double row of
neoregelias hangs above a bench that holds about
50 bromeliads. Three benches sit under the gazebo.
In total, six double rows and one single row of small
neoregelias hang from the rods. Each row has 10
plants. Along the outer bars used to tie down the
shade cloth hang 30-40 tillandsias, small
neoregelias, and Aechmea nudicaulis varieties. In
total, the gazebo area supports 450-500 bromeliads.
Bottom: Tillandsias hanging from the outer rods of
the gazebo.
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Getting those pot hangers for the bromeliad trees
can be tricky. To my knowledge, they’re not
commercially sold. Long ago, I visited a bromeliad
grower in St. Petersburg, Florida who made his
own pot hangers and was willing to sell some to
me. I immediately ordered hundreds. Many of
those usually lost their coating and rusted. Some
became very thin and would no longer hold plants.
Then I met a bromeliad grower from Louisiana who
made his own and was willing to make some for
me. I immediately ordered hundreds. Those are
still in good shape and hopefully will last until I’m
ready to greatly reduce my bromeliad stash. My
original conduit pipe vertical poles are still in use,
probably thanks to the aluminum foil covering the
holes in their tops. I work to ensure that the
bromeliads mounted in the hangers are balanced;
and when hurricanes or tropical storms are
forecast, I remove the plants from the top three (or
more) layers of hangers depending on the
predicted strength of the storm.
Above: Tillandsias hanging from the outer bars of the gazebo.

Above: Broad view of the gazebo, showing tillandsias hanging from the outer bars. Those bars
are also used to tie down the shade cloth cover of the gazebo.
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Left: Deck rail plant
hangers add a third
dimension to the
trellises
Right: Some
tillandsias that make
few or no roots can
be bunched together,
cinched with a cable
tie and hung with an
S shaped hook
attached to the
bundle by cable ties.
Just cinch the S hook
at the top & bottom so
it doesn’t shift
position.

Below: Cable ties and S-shaped
hooks are an essential for hanging
plants in my yard.

Above right: Example of how S-shaped hooks can be
attached to mounted bromeliads. The bottom of the
hook can also be simply hooked to the wood, if the
shape of the wood and the mounted plant are
amenable to that type of attachment.
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Left: View of neoregelias, tillandsias (both
hanging), Aechmea nudicaulis varieties and
Ae. recurvata varieties (on bench) in the
gazebo.

Right: Tillandsias and Aechmea
nudicaulis varieties hanging from
outer bar of the gazebo, with small
neoregelias
and
Orthophytum
horridum on the ground and in the
palms.

Below: Empty double-hook plant hangers in
foreground. Behind, a view through the gazebo
into the bromeliad trees in the lanai/pool cage
area. The rods holding the plant hangers are
attached to 2” X 8” X 8’ planks.

Above: Tillandsias embedded in a large piece of
driftwood; Hechtia glauca in the background.
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Left: A view through the gazebo into the
bromeliad trees in the lanai/pool cage area.
Just outside of the pool cage, in full sun all day
throughout the year, is a Dyckia/Hechtia/large
Aechmea/Alcantarea garden with a stone
pathway running through it.

Left: Close up of a
bromeliad tree.
Each tree holds 45
bromeliads. Other
bromeliads are on the
ground around the tree.
Note the elevated sprinkler.
These occur throughout the
yard and lanai/pool cage
area where bromeliad trees
are located.
Right: Front yard.
Alcantareas, large
Aechmeas and Pitcairnias
are the main landscape plants. Pygmy palms, a variegated bottle
palm, large oaks and a Ligustrum provide shade and protection from cold in some places.

Above: Front yard. Cryptanthus grow under the Ligustrum.
More than 50 Cryptanthus species and hybrids are packed into
an approximately 8’ X 8’ space.
Right: Alcantareas are cold tolerant, leaf litter tolerant and
drought tolerant (to a point). They also provide interesting and

17

unusual landscape with spectacular inflorescences

It freezes, on average,
about one night per
year where I live; but
very cool weather can
endure for weeks.
Almost every winter, I
need to cover all of
these structures and all
of my landscape
bromeliads with
thousands of square
feet of frost-cloth. That
takes 2 full days and is
very hard work; so I
leave the frost-cloth for
3 – 6 weeks, until at least most of the
danger of nights under 45oF (7oC) are
past.
Right Above: Corner garden of mostly large
aechmeas and alcantareas located next to
the trellises under coconut palms.
Right Below: Tillandsias and
Neoregelia camorimiana hanging
from trellis.

Some automatic sprinkler heads
are covered along with the plants. I
water in other places by pushing a
hose through small spaces between
the layers of frost-cloth and giving
the bromeliads a shower.
Rainwater also percolates through
the frost-cloth in places. The frostcloth keeps the air underneath it moist
for over a week or more; so watering is
not a big problem.
There are other ways to pack thousands of bromeliads into the spaces not
taken up by the house in a standard city lot in the southeastern USA, but
these are the ways that have worked for decades for me. Good luck with
packing in the many plants that you love and the many more that you will
buy!
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Rows of small neoregelias hanging from
double hook plant hangers above a bench
with neoregelias and billbergias. Tillandsias
in front hang from outer bars.

Terrie points out the deck rail plant
hangers used to hang bromeliads off the
trellis, adding a third dimension to the
trellis.
©All Photography in
this article by Aydelette
Isgar

Succulents Above: Left is Parodia haselbergii & Right is Rebutia arencea
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UPCOMING SHOPPING CENTRE DISPLAY & SALES EVENTS
 Mudgeeraba Market November 28 & 29
 2019 to be confirmed
Members with 3 or more months' membership can add their name to the list of sellers for any of
the above venues and dates. This register (Event Bookings) is available at the Member Services
Desk at each monthly general meeting. Of course there are certain guidelines to be followed when
representing us at these venues. For more information please contact Narelle Aizlewood.

We welcome new members Sharn Denny, Rob & Denise McVey, Alfonso
& Gilda Trudu & Marilyn WoodDenny, Rob & Denise McVey,
Alfonso & Gilda Trudu and Marilyn Wood.

The aims of the society are:
(A) To stimulate interest in the conservation, and to promote the culture and
development of succulents and bromeliads.
(B) To acquire and disseminate information regarding these plants and to
encourage their production and propagation.
(C) To ban totally from our collection any such plants which become noxious.
(D) To enlighten members and the public on the dangers of cultivating certain
noxious species.
(E) To give exhibitions, arrange field days, and other events, and to make such
publications as are deemed desirable.
(F) To associate, affiliate or otherwise join or connect ourselves with similar
bodies or societies.
(G) To make seeds and plants available to members under the control of the
Society.
(H) To foster family membership and members.
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