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Front cover feature: Bromeliads growing epiphytically in Kerry Tate’s garden

Next Edition (November - December) Deadline: 1st November 2017
Editor: gcsbs.bromlink@gmail.com
The Gold Coast Succulent and Bromeliad Society Inc. gives permission to all bromeliad societies to reprint
articles in their journals provided proper acknowledgment is given to the original author and the Bromlink,
and no contrary direction is published in the Bromlink. This permission does not apply to any other person
or organisation without prior permission of the author.
Opinions expressed in the publication are those of the individual contributors and may not necessarily
reflect the opinions of the Gold Coast Succulent and Bromeliad Society Inc. or of the Editor.
Authors are responsible for the accuracy of the information in their articles.

Send your photographs for consideration for publication or even as the front cover feature!
Articles for consideration for publication are also VERY welcome….email the Editor.

GCSBS inc. Bromlink and Website Advertising Rates per issue
¼ A5 page $10

½ A5 page $15

¾ A5 page $25

Full A5 page $40 except for a full A5 back page which would be $50.
All rates automatically entitle the advertiser to a free GCSBS website mention for the
duration of your Bromlink listing. Ads for succulents or bromeliads or products directly
related to their growing requirements only will be considered for publication.
Contact: GCSBS.Bromlink@gmail.com or GCSBS.President@gmail.com
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Past President’s Report for 2016 / 2017
Hello Everyone,
When I took my first meeting I had very little to say about this position and the commitment
needed to do so was really unknown. I just knew that if no one stepped up to the task
disaster would follow. HOW COULD I LET THAT HAPPEN?
I said I would have more to say at the end of my term. So after a year here it comes.......
We started out with our ‘clear up’ after meetings - everyone took on board my idea as I had
intended with the result that we are still doing it and everyone gets away earlier. Thank you
all for that.
I thought two speakers meant there was not time for member input. I believe that it is
important to give members an opportunity to share their knowledge and in some cases
improve self- confidence. People have said to me that it is the first time they had felt part of
our society. That is surely proof of a good move.
One by one we have overhauled every aspect of the running of our society. The response I
have had on asking for help has been second to none. It has made my task much easier and
I thank you all - so much appreciated.
The kitchen runs like clockwork because members have committed to helping on a roster so well managed by Ruth Dickson. A well deserved thank you all round.
The sales team do an outstanding job. No need to say how important it is to be set up and
run professionally. I am sure every plant grower is grateful for such a service. A big thank
you.
We have had many new members join us over the year. It is my hope that many of these
people will step up like Carlene Holston to take on a task. Carlene started doing the name
badges and helped me learn to use our big printer. Thank you Carlene.
Chris Aisbett has had a mammoth task in getting the web site up and running again. It is at
least in the society’s name now. Alas there are still hurdles in the way to success. We hope
these will be overcome very soon.
Chris is also writing our 40th anniversary book. Please do your part in passing on what you
know about our society especially the characters. This will help make 2018 an exciting year
before our Golden Broms conference in 2019.
We have had sadness in saying farewell to some of our dear members. Sadly this is how it
is.
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My aim has always been to foster friendship, because if you have friendship co-operation
follows which benefits everyone.
Many lovely compliments have come my way which have helped make the effort required
to do the job worthwhile. Thank you for taking the trouble to do so.
On the other hand it has been great that members felt they could ring to tell me when they
were not happy about what someone had said at a meeting. Nice to know you feel able to
do so.
The Full Bloom Event at the new Carrara Markets venue was the biggest ever for the
society. That was the result of team work.
Let's make our big sale on the 18\19 th November 2017, again at Carrara Markets, an event
to be proud of. We should probably make a real effort with presentation as it will be close to
Christmas shopping time. LET'S MAKE SOMETHING WE CAN BE PROUD OF FOR A LONG
TIME.
My hope as I leave this position is that we go on to meet each month in a spirit of caring
and sharing.
Graeme has sometimes been a bit disruptive, but a tower of strength and experience as he
has spent many years, including President, on the committee. Thank you Graeme the love
of my life. We intend to do some travelling over the next couple of years. We will always
support the society when and where possible.
We introduced our first ever handbook designed to show us all what the rules are for being
a good member, along with some basic plant information.
Membership application forms have been redesigned to better do their job.
A new information flyer has been produced for promotions, shopping centres etc.
It would be wonderful to have new faces on the management committee. You get a better
insight into our wonderful society and closer friendships happen. Imagine it has survived for
forty years through many hard working members, but like lots of clubs etc never enough.
Belonging to a group of like- minded people is magic.
I talk about moving out of your comfort zone - well I have had to do that, in that it was
necessary to do finally what you have to do to be in touch with the world these days. So I
am now slightly computer literate. So a fringe benefit to take with me.
My real joy is the fact that we are now going to support two charities. Our efforts will help a
lot of people. HELPING PEOPLE HELP OTHER PEOPLE IS A WONDERFUL THING TO DO.
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Now to our hardworking management committee members:
Vice President Bob Campbell has done a big job in reviewing our constitution and chairing
the August meeting. Thank you Bob.
Secretary Diane Monk started as assistant to Roz McLean. Roz has found fulltime
employment and we wish her well. Diane is a very busy lady without the additional effort
required to be an efficient secretary. Thank you Diane for being my friend and right hand.
Andrew Duncan volunteered to be our treasurer for three months 15 months ago. Thankyou
Andrew for your considerable effort, the patience with good humour you have shown and
we will always be friends.
True Grant, another busy lady with a business to run, is our Membership Secretary, our very
efficient editor of the Bromlink, Popular Vote organiser and qualified Bromeliad Judge. A
very big effort deserves a special thank you True.
Narelle Aizlewood, another long-time member with countless years of committee work, is
an internationally qualified Bromeliad Judge, has coordinated the shopping centre sales
teams, is the linchpin of the Golden Broms committee, Coach Trip organiser etc etc......What
would we do without you Narelle. Thank you seems inadequate. Narelle is also Minutes
Secretary for committee meetings.
Carole Solomon, another hard worker for many years, is on the sales team & coordinates
three shopping centres. She is also a committee member with great ideas & a very caring
heart. Thankyou Carole.
Greg Aizlewood is treasurer of the Golden Broms committee, committee member and fire
ant fighter of this terrible scourge. Thank you very much Greg.
Noreen and Peter Wright are our succulent gurus & valued committee members. They are
also Plant Steward & Popular Vote Organisers. Always ready to be helpful. Thank you to you
both.
Gwen Wayland has been a committee member - a lady of few words but always wise words.
She has run members’ services at meetings. Gwen is retiring. All the best Gwen and thank
you.
I wish the incoming President and committee a very happy successful year.
I promise to only give advice when asked.
Thankyou for the experience.
With my very best wishes to everyone.
Marjorie Bullen.
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Events & Upcoming Speakers for our
General Meetings 2017 / 2018
October 21 Beginners ‘Day with the Aizlewoods (details page 8)
October 28 General Meeting
Speaker: Harvey Cooper-Preston: ‘Trip to Mexico’
Popular Vote Competition Presentation of Awards (no competition)
Plants of the Month: Canistrum, Neoregelia, Nidularium & any Succulent
November 18-19 Carrara Markets Sale & Display (see May/June 2017 Bromlink for details)
November 25 General Meeting (not the 28th as in previous Bromlinks in error)
Xmas Party & Colossal Raffle
No Popular Vote Competition
Plants of the Month: Any Bromeliad Genera not previously featured & any Succulent
January 27 General Meeting
Australia Day Quiz
Popular Vote Competition restarts
Plants of the Month: Catopsis, Hohenbergia & any Succulent

Memberships 2018
Membership subscriptions for 2018 were due on 1st October
2017.
Memberships not renewed by 31st December 2017 will be
considered as lapsed.
Single membership is $25 & family is $40.
Renewal forms are available at the Members’ Services Desk at meetings or can be posted to
the Secretary.
Note as per our Constitution: Family Membership refers to husband and wife / couple but
also includes immediate family dependant members. The total number of people permitted
under one family membership is four (4).

EDITOR’S NOTES
 Many thanks to Jen Burrows for alerting me to Kerry Tate’s article on ‘Growing
Bromeliads Epiphytically’.
 Many thanks to Kerry Tate for permission to use her article.
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Popular Vote Competition
Our popular vote competition will be held at each general meeting through to & including
September. The awards will be presented at the October 2017 meeting (no competition).
The competition will then start again in January 2018.
The results for August 2017 were:
Bromeliads Open
1st Jen Burrows with Sincoraea (formerly Orthophytum)
burle-marxii
2nd Barry Kable with Billbergia ‘Tarantella’
3rd Barry Kable with Cryptanthus ‘Black Mood’
Photo right: Billbergia ‘Apocalypse’
Bromeliads Novice
1st Nathan Schroeder with x Hohenmea ‘Shintaro
Casper’
2nd Nathan Schroeder with Quesnelia ‘Black Knight’
3rd Kerryn Simpson with Neoregelia ‘Criss Cross’
Succulents Open
1st Peter Wright with Haworthia limifolia Spiral Form
2nd Peter Wright with Astrophytum ‘Kikko’ x nudum
3rd Peter Wright with Euphorbia lactea crest Rubra
Succulents Novice
1st Ian Cairns with Sanseveria pinguicula
Photo Right: Sanseveria masoniana
Decorative Container
1st Boudier/Simpson - Driftwood
2nd Boudier/Simpson - Bowl
The results for September 2017 were:
Bromeliads Open
1st Rob & Rosie Kelly with Neoregelia ‘Solar
Showers’
2nd Rob & Rosie Kelly with Billbergia
‘Apocalypse’
3rd True Grant with Billbergia ‘Simply Pink’
Photo Right: Neoregelia ‘Solar Showers’
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Bromeliads Novice
1st Kath Henderson with Dyckia x
chloristaminea
2nd Carmon Burke with Billbergia ‘Hallelujah’
& Dave Boudier with Aechmea recurvata
3rd Jeanette Henwood with Dyckia hybrid
Photo Right: Decorative Container
Succulents Open
1st Ruth Dickson with Mammillaria elongata
2nd Peter Wright with Astrophytum
myriostigma cv ‘Onzuka’
3rd Gavin Braden with Sinningia leucotricha
Photo right: Astrophytum ornatum
Succulents Novice
1st Ian Cairns with Sanseveria masoniana
2nd Ian Cairns with Euphorbia squarrosa &
Richard Phillipps with Espostoa lanata
rd
3 Richard Phillipps with Euphorbia millii
Decorative Container
1st True Grant - Lizard
2nd Jeanette Henwood - Cryptanthus
3rd Wendy Perske - Tillandsia Balls
Photo below: Decorative Container
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Grace Goode Hybrids
The following information was supplied by Geoff Lawn in 2017 giving instructions on how to
search the BSI Register to find entries relating to Grace Goode
Go to the online BCR home page: http://registry.bsi.org
1. for full list of Grace Goode's registered cultivars. Click on Advanced Search: at top (2nd.
from left). In the breeder box, type in Goode. Below that, the software has a default setting
of quantity 500, so override that by clicking, under "Max Results", the radio button of 1500.
Then click on "Search". Up come 722 cultivars, each entry of which can be clicked upon for
full details. It is known that many more, possibly several hundred, remain unregistered as it
all became too hard for Grace in her later breeding years (up to about age 85), particularly
mini Neos. Grace did send me a long list of new mini Neos around 2005, with parentages,
and we have been working on them ever since, trying to locate specimen photographs to
get them registered. Often during her breeding years, other growers registered on her
behalf, as Grace was not computer-savvy and electronic details became the way to go, no
longer snail mail and postcard prints.
2A. List of cultivars named after her. On the BCR home page, lower half, there is the
general Search. In the Box, type in Grace, then click on "name", then click on Search--up
come 35 cultivar names. Not all are actually "named after" Grace--on occasions we had to
resolve duplicated cultivar name issues by different breeders with different crosses, so
prefixing with "Grace's" or "Goode's" resolved the problems. Some other registered hybrids
with the word "Grace" in them were named for different reasons, not after Grace Goode.
2B. List of Cultivars named after her. Same as Step 2A but substitute the word Goode---up
come 30 names. Same issues as 2B. Of course, there will be a lot of overlap between the
Lists 1, 2, & 3, particularly between 2 & 3. A few Grace simply named on behalf of her friend
the late George Anderson of New Orleans who bred them. The BCR software doesn't make
the distinction between breeder and cultivar namer; both appear in the same data field.
3. If you want to find out who specifically named their hybrid, or an unknown
hybrid, after Grace, I have run through all entries in lists 2 & 3 and have come up with :
Aechmea 'Grace's Blue'--Derek Butcher
Alcantarea 'Grace'--Arno King
Billbergia 'Super Grace' --Clyde Wasley
Cryptanthus 'Grace'--Fred Sparrow
Cryptanthus 'Grace Goode'--Doug Cross
Neoregelia 'Airs and Graces'--Arnold James
Neoregelia 'Bob & Grace'--Robert Larnach
Neoregelia 'Goode for Grace' --R. L Frazier
Neoregelia 'Grace Goode'--Olwen Ferris.
Neoregelia' Grace Goode Girl'--Shane Zaghini
Vriesea 'Grace Goode OAM'--Jack Koning.
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SOME PHOTOS OF PLANTS REGISTERED BY GRACE
(Photos supplied by Cheryl Basic)

Neo ‘Lavish’

Neo Sweet Reward

Neo ‘Homage’

Neo Shep

Neo ‘Because’

Neo Roseberry

Growing Bromeliads Epiphytically in the
Subtropical Home Garden
Kerry Booth Tate

(as published in the BSI Journal, May-June 2003, Revised
August 2017)
Most bromeliad growers I know, and know of, cultivate their plants in pots under shade
cloth, or some form of protective structure. This is necessary when climatic conditions do
not replicate the bromeliads’ natural habitat. However, for those lucky gardeners who live in
a subtropical climate, as I do, growing bromeliads in trees of the home garden can be
successful and very effective.
I have many established trees in my garden, thanks to the previous owners. Moving here
from a cool-temperate region, I was greatly impressed and inspired by a huge flowering
clump of the common Billbergia pyramidalis, climbing the trunk of an old Silky Oak
(Grevillea robusta). Since then, my trees have become living sculptures – embellished with
their ornaments, it’s like Christmas all year!
With each new bromeliad purchase, I research its origin and growth habit in the literature
available (pre internet access and the realm of international forums and facebook!), and
decide where and under which conditions it might thrive. When tying a bromeliad onto the
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branch or trunk of a tree, I do not use sphagnum moss around the root area of the plant.
Sometimes, a purchased pot-grown bromeliad already has an established root ball including
pine chunks. This can be easier to secure to a branch, especially if the plant is not
stoloniferous. Well-grown pups, with an obvious stolon, can be tied directly onto the upper
side of a branch very easily. I cut dark-brown stretchy fabric (like “ribbing” or “lycra”) into
2cm (3/4”) wide strips, and wind it around the base/stolon of the plant and branch. Once
the bromeliad has rooted firmly to its host, the tie can be removed. If the tie is unpleasantly
obvious, Tillandsia usneiodes (Spanish moss), draped around the base of the plant, is an
attractive camouflage. Some bromeliads’ roots take longer than others to establish, and
strong wind might cause another trip up the ladder to retie.
A newly-purchased bromeliad has usually been pampered under shade house conditions.
Therefore, when initially exposed to the natural elements, the plants will deteriorate slightly
– although subsequent pups will be tougher. Their vases will also fill with leaves and other
debris, and spider webs are likely decorations. These are insignificant detractions, when
viewing the overall effect. An occasional clean-out makes a difference – including pulling or
cutting off dead lower leaves and old plants which are past their use-by date. From
experience, the number 1 natural enemy of bromeliads in the landscape is frost, then hail,
(number 3 is a big black possum!).
Moisture and humidity requirements for epiphytic bromeliads are similar to those in their
natural habitat. In subtropical regions, natural rainfall in warmer months will usually suffice,
although in unseasonably dry, hot weather, supplementary watering/misting is necessary
for healthy growth. Brief, gentle rain showers will be beneficial to bromeliads growing in
open, less-densely foliaged trees, but any bromeliads growing under a dense canopy will
miss out. I hand water with a hose spray, about twice a week, when there is no decent
rainfall in the warmer months. Early morning or late afternoon is the best time to water.
Brown tips and inward-rolling of leaves are indicators of low humidity and inadequate
moisture. In subtropical areas, winter is usually dry. I rarely water in winter. Root growth is
obvious in autumn, with the constant moisture of the wet season.
If limited space is a subtropical gardener’s plight, then going up can be a happy alternative,
adding a new dimension to the garden. The form of each bromeliad is enhanced and
unimpeded when grown epiphytically, if size and spacing are taken into account. Contrasting
forms, size, foliage colour and patterning complement each other if they are positioned
artistically. The growth habit of each species or hybrid needs to be considered, regarding its
future development. Most bromeliads seem to grow slower, and are more compact, when
grown this way.
There are many factors to consider when choosing the best tree for that special bromeliad,
as are listed below:
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 Multi-branched trees, especially at lower ground level, are ideal. Horizontal, or
diagonally-angled branches, are more aesthetic and attachable than vertical trunks
and branches (exception – the fibrous trunk of a tree fern)
 Tree forks are good, especially for vriesea sp., and are often easier to secure large
plants in the desired position.
 Rough, permanent bark onto which roots more easily fasten are best – trees which
shed their bark are unsuitable, as the bromeliads might also fall off with the bark
(exceptions – pine sp. and paperbarks).
 Judicious pruning of selected branches, in as natural or creative an effect as desired,
allows more choice when positioning and tying bromeliads to the trees.
 Deciduous/semi-deciduous and evergreen trees may be suitable. Deciduous trees
which are bare in winter allow the weaker sun to brighten the bromeliads’ foliage.
However, cold conditions might damage susceptible plants, without a canopy as
protection.
 Some deciduous and semi-deciduous trees, e.g. Bauhinia sp. (Orchid tree) and
Calodendron capense (Cape chestnut), lose most or all of their leaves late winter,
and do not commence regrowth until late spring, or even summer. Care should be
taken when selecting bromeliads for these conditions, as shade-loving plants will
likely suffer, unless they are low down and near the centre of a well-branched tree.
The bromeliads in my bauhinia are stretched to the limit of their sun tolerance, until
the tree finally grows lush new foliage in mid to late summer. The bromeliads show
their obvious relief by starting to change in form and leaf colour, due to the shadier
conditions.
 The denseness of foliage, the size, and the shape of each tree will affect the light
factor. Evergreen trees with a large, dense canopy would suit shade-loving
bromeliads, both in the tree, and underneath it. Keep in mind that light rainfall will
not penetrate a dense canopy.
 Aspect is of great light significance. A large tree will have different light conditions
within it, e.g., a specimen tree, surrounded by lawn, will have brighter light on the
outer branches of the northern and eastern sides of it, compared to the inner and
south-facing branches (southern hemisphere – vice versa for northern hemisphere).
 Light conditions will also differ when other trees, or buildings/structures/walls, are
nearby. Every garden is unique, so its owner needs to look carefully at his/her trees,
and all the variables which affect them.
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 Another important consideration is each potential bromeliad tree’s exposure to
wind. Bromeliads like plenty of ventilation, which they will receive, in most cases, by
growing on any outdoor tree. However, extreme exposure to very strong wind may
cause serious damage to the leaves of vulnerable bromeliads, such as soft-leaved
vrieseas, guzmanias, and some aechmeas. Strong winds and dry conditions, such as
we experience in northern N.S.W., Australia during early spring, necessitate extra
protection for certain bromeliads – like choosing a more suitable micro-climate. The
tougher-leaved aechmeas and stiff billbergias, once rooted to a branch, survive
harsher conditions – in fact, many thrive on neglect.
Some trees on which to grow bromeliads
The following list comprises of trees on which I have either grown bromeliads (most), or
have seen used successfully. Many other trees are likely to be suitable, if the previouslymentioned factors are considered.
Acer negundo (Box elder maple)
Banksia sp.
Bauhinia sp. (Orchid tree)
Buckinghamia celsissima (Ivory curl)
Calliandra haematocephala (Red powder-puff)
Callistemon sp. (Bottlebrush)
Calodendrum capense (Cape chestnut)
Citrus sp. (Grapefruit, Lime, Mandarin)
Cotoneaster sp.
Cyathea sp. (Tree fern)
Delonix regia (Royal Poinciana)
Ficus sp. (Fig)
Grevillea sp. (Silky oak, Sandra Gordon, other small tree varieties)
Jacaranda mimosifolia
Melaleuca sp. (paperbark and rough bark)
Omalanthus populifolius (Bleeding heart)
Pinus sp. (some pines and other conifers)
Plumeria sp. (Frangipani)
Prunus sp. (Peach, Plum)
Syzygium and Acmena sp. (Lillypilly)
Tibouchina sp. (Lasiandra)
and many palms

Bromeliads NOT suitable for epiphytic culture
 Terrestrial genera – those which grow in the ground.
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The Pitcairnioideae subfamily (and other newly classified terrestrial subfamilies) contains
the most ancestral bromeliads and many resemble the grass family from which they
evolved. Almost all are terrestrial and rely on an extensive root system for their moisture
and nutrients.
e.g. Deuterocohnia, Dyckia, Hechtia, Pitcairnia and Puya.
 Cryptanthus, Ananas, and Bromelia are terrestrial, some saxicolous, and therefore
unsuitable.
 Many of the tropical Guzmania, and other Amazonian species from torrid microclimates, are difficult to grow well epiphytically – if rainfall/watering and humidity are
insufficient, and winters too cool.
Recommended bromeliads for epiphytic culture
Most bromeliads which grow epiphytically in their natural habitat should be suitable in the
subtropical home garden, IF specific requirements of each species or variety can be closely
met or replicated. The winning genera for epiphytic culture in my garden are:
Aechmea, Billbergia, Canistropsis, Canistrum, Catopsis, Neoregelia (especially the smallgrowing and stoloniferous types), Nidularium (low in tree), Quesnelia, Tillandsia, Vriesea,
Wittrockia and several bigeneric cultivars.
NB. Only genera within the Bromelioideae and Tillandsioideae subfamilies grow as
epiphytes in their various natural habitats of Southern U.S.A., Central and South America.
Of the many different varieties of bromeliads grown epiphytically in my garden, I have
agonized over choosing only 40 to recommend. They are mostly species. Hybrids and
species cultivars, with any of the listed plants as a parent, are also recommended for
epiphytic culture.
Revised TOP 40 Hit Parade
Aechmea caudata
Aechmea chantinii
Aechmea cylindrata
Aechmea lueddemanniana
Aechmea nudicaulis (all
varieties)
Aechmea orlandiana (all
cultivars)
Aechmea racinae
Aechmea recurvata (all
varieties)
Aechmea retusa
15

Billbergia alfonsijoannis
Billbergia amoena
(all varieties)
Billbergia sanderiana
Billbergia vittata
Catopsis morreniana
Canistrum
fosterianum
Canistrum
seidelianum
X Canmea hybrids
X Neomea
‘Strawberry’
Neoregelia compacta
Neoregelia Fireball
Neoregelia olens
Neoregelia
pascoaliana
Neoregelia pauciflora
Nidularium procerum
Quesnelia edmundoi
Quesnelia marmorata
Tillandsia deppeana
Tillandsia juncea
Tillandsia stricta
Tillandsia tricolor
Tillandsia usneoides
Vriesea carinata
Vriesea flammea
Vriesea gigantea
Vriesea hieroglyphica
Vriesea philippo-coburgii
Vriesea platynema
Vriesea simplex
Vriesea vagans
Wittrockia cyathiformis
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UPCOMING SHOPPING CENTRE DISPLAY & SALES EVENTS





Mudgeeraba Market OCTOBER 25 & 26
Helensvale Shopping Centre OCTOBER 26 & 27
Southport Park NOVEMBER 2,3,&4
Springwood Mall NOVEMBER 9,10,& 11

Members with 3 or more months' membership can add their name to the list of sellers for any of
the above venues and dates. This register (Event Bookings) is available at the Member Services
Desk at each monthly general meeting. Of course there are certain guidelines to be followed when
representing us at these venues. For more information please contact Narelle Aizlewood.
A list of all GCSBS members is displayed at the Meet & Greet Desk at society
meetings

The aims of the society are:
(A) To stimulate interest in the conservation, and to promote the culture and
development of succulents and bromeliads.
(B) To acquire and disseminate information regarding these plants and to
encourage their production and propagation.
(C) To ban totally from our collection any such plants which become noxious.
(D) To enlighten members and the public on the dangers of cultivating certain
noxious species.
(E) To give exhibitions, arrange field days, and other events, and to make such
publications as are deemed desirable.
(F) To associate, affiliate or otherwise join or connect ourselves with similar
bodies or societies.
(G) To make seeds and plants available to members under the control of the
Society.
(H) To foster family membership and members.
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