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Front cover feature: Patron Bobby Powell with President John Hodgkinson (left) & Arno
King (right)

Next Edition (November - December) Deadline: 1st November 2016
Editor: gcsbs.bromlink@gmail.com
The Gold Coast Succulent and Bromeliad Society Inc. gives permission to all bromeliad societies to reprint
articles in their journals provided proper acknowledgment is given to the original author and the Bromlink,
and no contrary direction is published in the Bromlink. This permission does not apply to any other person
or organisation without prior permission of the author.
Opinions expressed in the publication are those of the individual contributors and may not necessarily
reflect the opinions of the Gold Coast Succulent and Bromeliad Society Inc. or of the Editor.
Authors are responsible for the accuracy of the information in their articles.

Send your photographs for consideration for publication or even as the front cover feature!
Articles for consideration for publication are also VERY welcome….email the Editor.

GCSBS inc. Bromlink and Website Advertising Rates per issue
¼ A5 page $10

½ A5 page $15

¾ A5 page $25

Full A5 page $40 except for a full A5 back page which would be $50.
All rates automatically entitle the advertiser to a free GCSBS website mention for the
duration of your Bromlink listing. Ads for succulents or bromeliads or products directly
related to their growing requirements only will be considered for publication.
Contact: GCSBS.Bromlink@gmail.com or GCSBS.President@gmail.com
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Current Volunteers
www.gcsbs.org.au
Gold Coast Succulent & Bromeliad Society Inc. (GCSBS)
PO Box 452, Helensvale Plaza, QLD 4215
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Jen Burrows contact:
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Janette Fowler, Brian Wallis, Anna and Andrew Slavic and others
Barcodes: Jeanette Henwood (jhenwood1@dodo.com.au)

On-Site Sales Stewards
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Off-Site Sales Co-ordinator
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Jennifer Laurie & Jan Tobiano

Raffles

Rosie Kelly & Ruth Dickson

Supplies Table

Graeme & Judy Symonds of The Orchid Den (PH: 0411 020 563)
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Narelle Aizlewood, Graham Besgrove, John Catlan, Genny Catlan, Wendy Hansen, Mary Nicholson & Neville Ryan
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President’s Page.....
Every Editor I have ever known has always had some difficulty in sourcing material for their
publication. Bromlink tries to provide something for everyone in each issue, but your help is
needed by sending suggestions or, even better, sending material to share with other
members. So please help our Editor by sending her some photos or by writing a short (or
long) item for Bromlink.
What photos? … Your favourite plant, the favourite spot in your garden, your potting bench
or seating area.
What item? … How I started with bromeliads or succulents, how I repot my plants, how I
keep my plants looking their best, these are my favourite plants.
People like hearing about and seeing, how others do things. If each of us tells other
members about one thing that we do or one plant that we have, our Editor would have
enough material for quite some time. (And she did not ask me to include this on my page!)
Write “17-20 October 2019 – Golden Broms at Sea World Resort” on a sheet of paper and
attach it to one of your walls or above your potting bench. GCSBS is the organiser of this
Australasian Bromeliad Conference and all members will be needed to make this conference
the great success that we know it can, and will be. It will be the first ever ABC in a resort and
Sea World is very keen to have us there. You will hear more details early in 2017 and
advertising will begin in earnest after the Sunny Broms conference in Caloundra in
March/April. But start planning to be involved.
This is my final President’s Page as I shall not be nominating for President at the AGM on 24
September. I spoke about my reasons for that decision at the August General Meeting.
I would really like to thank everyone for the support and help that you have all given me
during the past year. The Committee is a very hard working group who have taken on new
roles, as you can see in the Minutes that are posted on the notice board at each General
Meeting. The volunteers working in the various areas around the room at the General
Meetings provide a great service for members and for our many visitors. The members who
attend the General Meetings show their appreciation and support by enjoying the
afternoon each month. I have certainly enjoyed being the up-front person each meeting.
I believe that the GCSBS is doing many things very well. We can always find ways to improve
and I hope that we will continue to do that. The growing numbers of members and visitors
show that we are having many successes and that we are meeting their needs. We must
continue to do that – and every one of us/ you can help. Making people feel welcome is a
great way to start.
John Hodgkinson, President
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Newsflash!!
The Judged Competition set down for the General
Meeting on 22nd October has been changed.
It will now be held at our Expo at the Carrara
Community Centre on 12th November 2016 – see page
12 for details.
We have a new speaker, Peter Ball, for the 22nd October meeting (see Upcoming Speakers)
& the Popular Vote Competition Presentations will be held (NO COMPETITION).

GCSBS Expo & Judged Competition
Carrara Community Centre
Nielsens Road, Carrara

Saturday 12th November 2016 – 9am to 3pm
Selling & Setting Up
 Shane Weston is coordinating this event.
 Only financial members who have attended a
minimum of 5 General Meetings in the previous 12
months are eligible to sell plants at this show.
Exception requests can be made in writing to the
President.
 Our society recognizes a succulent plant as one which has the capacity to store
moisture in its leaves, stems or roots or combination of these.
 Succulents, bromeliads & tropical plants only should be available for sale.
 Sales tables' bookings must be lodged by 22nd October in the Events book at Gwen
Wayland’s Members’ Table or contact Shane Weston on 0408 247 208.
 The Society’s commission on members’ Expo sales will be the usual 10% & regular
sales guidelines will apply to this event.
 Set up for plant sales /display & competition entries will be from 3.30pm to 7pm on
Friday 11th November & also on Saturday 12th November from 7am to 8.30am for
sales & from 7am to 8am for competition entries.
 No sales, display or competition plants can be removed or packed away prior to 3pm.
 Members selling plants at the show must provide at least 2 quality plants for the
display.
 Bus groups welcome. Entry fee for visitors is $3.
 There will be gardens available to visit on the Saturday: Judy Paterson, Ruth Dixon (to
be confirmed) & Marjorie Bullen. Please contact Narelle Aizlewood for details 0418
193 628 & information will also be available on the day.
Photo above: Quality bromeliads in the July PYBPF Competition
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Upcoming Speakers for Our General
Meetings
September 24
Main Speaker: Greg Aizlewood will present Part II of his Power Point
presentation on his ‘Travels to Ecuador 2015’.
Feature Speaker: Narelle Aizlewood will speak on ‘Preparing your
Plants for Competition’.
This will be a timely session with the GCSBS holding its first Judged Show on 12th November,
2016. Narelle will explain what the judges will be looking for on the show bench & how
members can better prepare their plants for competition.
October 22
Main Speaker: Peter Ball will give a Power Point presentation on the World Bromeliad
Conference held in Houston, USA in June 2016.
Feature Speakers: ‘These Are a Few of My Favourite Things’. Three members will give short
Power Point presentations on their gardens: Barbara McCune, Mervyn Druker & Jeanette
Henwood.
The Annual Awards for the Popular Vote Competition (*There will be no competition this
month).
November 26
Main Event: This will be our annual Christmas Party & ‘Colossal Plant Raffle’. Members are
asked to bring a plate of food to share.
Feature Speaker: Peter Tristram will talk about ’All things gruberi, focusing on rediscovering
Vriesea ospinae var. gruberi in Colombia’.
*No Popular Vote Competition this month due to the Judged Competition on 12th
November

Membership Subscriptions
Renewals are due in September 2016 for the next year.
Single $25 Family $40
See Gwen Wayland at the Members’ Desk

Welfare Officer
Graeme Bullen has taken on this role.
If anyone needs assistance of any kind please
contact Graeme on 07 5578 7874 or
gjbullen38@gmail.com
Photo: Beautiful bromeliads at the July Popular
Vote Competition
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Second Bus Trip for
2016
On the 1st October 2016 we will be having
another bus trip for members of the
Society to participate in.
We will be travelling to Ipswich to attend a
Combined Show with the Ipswich Bromeliad Society Inc. and an Orchid Society.
Pick up points are the same as previously used:
o First stop will be at 8.00 a.m. at Tugun. Rotary Park is on the service road that runs
parallel to the Gold Coast Highway. There is a toilet block and room for off street
parking. Rotary Park is situated approximately three hundred metres south of the
Shell Service Station. If you are unsure of the location, please allow extra time to
make it to the pickup points on time.
o Second stop will be at the Carrara Community Centre, Nielsens Road, Carrara at
approximately 8.30 a.m.
o Third stop will be at the Helensvale Community Centre, Discovery Drive, Helensvale at
approximately 8.45 a.m.
We will be travelling directly to the Ipswich Show. Lunch will be at Queens Park where a
visit to the Japanese Garden is a must.
Cost for the trip will be $25.00 per member and non-members will be $30.00.
You will need to bring your own lunch, a chair if you really think you need one and a coffee
cup might be handy.
This should be a great day. We hope to see
many members attending for a great day of
fun and a good social day out.
Narelle Aizlewood 07 5546 1161 or 0418 623
202
It is essential to book for this trip at the
Members’ Desk so we know how many are
coming.
There are still quite a few vacancies. Please
come along to make the day a success.
Photo: Vriesea ‘Tasman Strawberries &
Cream’ – Jen Burrows 3rd Open Bromeliads at
the July PYBPF Competition
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Vale Bill Paterson
Bill was the husband of well known Australian
bromeliad hybridiser, Margaret Paterson.
He was a school teacher before his retirement
& was a staunch supporter of Margaret’s
work with bromeliads. Bill registered
Margaret’s hybrids & produced their two
books ‘Bromeliad Hybrids – For My Own
Satisfaction’.
Bill loved photography & fishing. He took all the photos for their Bromeliad Hybrids books.
He was a natural teacher & taught their children about ‘life’ with enthusiasm.
I visited their home on several occasions & Bill was so welcoming & informative. He made a
lasting impression.
Bill was also very involved in his local community which he supported tirelessly over many
years.
Greg & Narelle Aizlewood attended Bill’s funeral on behalf of our Society.
We send our deepest sympathy to Margaret & her family. Bill will be greatly missed.

NOTICES
 Many thanks to Greg Aizlewood for donating the Tillandsia stand for our Popular
Vote Competition – a great encouragement to enter your Tillandsias!!
 Thanks to all members who have supported the Golden Broms produce stand. We
need donations of 2 kg bags of sugar, lemons, grapefruit & empty jam jars (labels
off if possible please).
 Old barcodes are no longer accepted on sales plants.
 A reminder that no personal or business contact information can accompany a pot or
plant at any GCSBS event. All sellers are able to market & sell plants in whatever way
they choose. However, there can be no self promotion through the GCSBS & sales
under the insurance of the society are for the benefit of the society only.
 Our membership as of 01/09/16 stands at 166 individuals & 137 subscriptions (some
of these are family). This is a 21% increase on last year (taken on the subscriptions).
 A reminder that all sellers need to stay after sales to remove tablecloths, pack up
tables & clean up.
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Bobby Powell - GCSBS Patron
At the General Meeting on 27th August 2016, Bobby
Powell was made a Patron of our Society. Bobby
joined the GCSBS in 1989 & has been a great
supporter of our Society over many years. She has
been very involved with bromeliads since 1982.
This is Bobby’s history in her own words:
I joined the New Zealand Bromeliad Society in
Auckland in 1982 – 3, after visiting a “Brom Show”
(not even knowing what a “Brom” was – sure I liked
pineapples) and my education of “Broms” began.
On “Brom Night” we signed at the door and were given a number. Later, around 10 o’clock,
the numbers were drawn out and then you could buy one plant when your number was
called.
People - Bea Hanson, Laurie De Phoff and Margaret De Phoff encouraged us all. We helped
send “Broms” via mail to the bottom of New Zealand to Invercargill.
In January 1989, Arno King and I joined the Gold Coast Succulent and Bromeliad Society at
Kay and Neal Fleming’s home at Elanora. Neal filled my station wagon with “Broms”. Arno,
who was staying at my house, planted the lot and so began my Gold Coast garden. Like
“Topsy” it grew Broms everywhere, even in the trees.
I have met so many great people. The list is never ending – Mary Nicholson (Past
President), little Kath Chumley, Irene Small, John Bolger, John Catlan and Genny Vauhkonen,
Don Smith , Graham Bullen, Len and Olive Trevor, Lynn and Bob Hudson in Cairns, Bruce
Dunstan, Denise Storey, Grace Goode, Olwyn Ferris and Kath Henderson - so many – and
our own Neville Ryan – all special people.
I have been a Tea Hostess, and been on the Meet and Greet and Trade Tables. In the past I
was involved with the Shopping Centre Sales at Southport Shopping Centre. I have held the
position of President of the Gold Coast Succulent and Bromeliad Soc. Inc., and as a past
President, I have enjoyed every moment.
Once I was on ‘Totally Wild’ with Ranger Tracy showing my “Brom” Garden and promoting
bromeliads.
My great joy was the seeds Bruce Dunstan grew and named after me. All the effort I have
spent loving my “Brom” Garden has been very rewarding in many ways, and at times I feel it
has saved my sanity, kept my mind alive and I still have a lot to learn.
It is great to see so many Club members today helping with the success of the Gold Coast
Succulent and Bromeliad Society.
Having had health problems the last 10 years, my bromeliads have had no attention at all
and have thrived and multiplied by themselves - just like they do in their wild environment.
It is great to hybridise, but please – we have to save “the species”.
Written by Bobby Powell
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Popular Vote Competition
We have decided that:
 The competition will run from January – September each year. October will be the
Presentation of Awards. November will be the Judged Competition at Carrara. So
there is NO Popular Vote Competition for October & November.
 The 3 plants that an individual/family may enter can be distributed among the 5
divisions as you wish. You can enter 3 in one division, or 2 in one division & 1 in
another or all 3 in different divisions. The only restriction is that a maximum of 3
plants can be entered.
 The same plant can’t be entered for the Popular Vote Competition in a 6 month
period.

Pointscore to Date 2015-2016
Total points are displayed on the Notice Board at the General Meetings

Results for the July Competition
Bromeliad Open: 1st Jen Burrows, 2nd Olive Trevor, 3rd Jen Burrows
Bromeliad Novice: 1st Paul Borland, 2nd Wendy Perske, 3rd Paul Borland
Succulent Open: 1st P & N Wright, 2nd P & N Wright, 3rd Gavin Braden
Succulent Novice: 1st Barbara McCune, 2nd Marjorie Bullen, 3rd Jan Tobiano
Decorative Container: 1st Gavin Braden, 2nd Brian Wallis & Wendy Perske, 3rd Brian Wallis

Photos: Succulents in the Open Division (below left) & in the Novice Division (below
right) at the PYBPF July competition
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Neoregelia ‘Magali’ July PYBPF (above left) Vriesea ospinae v. gruberi x ‘Tiger Tim’ 2nd
Novice Bromeliads July PYBPF Wendy Perske (above right)

Superb Display of Decorative Containers at the July PYBPF (above)
Paul Borland – speaker for July & 1st Novice Bromeliads July PYBPF (middle left)
Cryptanthus ‘Mystique’ Jen Burrows 1st Open Bromeliads July PYBPF (middle right)
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Schedule for the Judged Competition
To Be Held at the GCSBS Expo at Carrara
12 November 2016
*Entry Form & Competition Rules will be available at meetings & on the day.
CATEGORY I – Horticulture Bromeliads
Division I – Individual Specimen Bromeliad
Single plant that may include immature pups that are too small for removal. Must be in a
standard non decorative container or on a non decorative mount.
Class 1. Aechmea
Class 2. Billbergia
Class 3. Cryptanthus
Class 4. Neoregelia - 200mm maximum in diameter
Class 5. Neoregelia - above 200mm in diameter
Class 6. Any other Bromelioideae
Class 7. Dyckia & Hechtia
Class 9. Any other Pitcairnioideae & Related Subfamilies
Class 10. Tillandsia
Class 11. Vriesea - in flower or spike
Class 12. Vriesea - decorative foliage
Class 13. Any other Tillandsioideae
Class 14. Intergeneric
Division II – Bromeliad Multiples
A single pot containing three or more mature or near mature bromeliads with or without
pups which are all naturally interconnected. Standard non decorative containers must be
used.
Class 15. Specimen bromeliad of any genus with 3 or more mature heads connected by an
intact root system
12

CATEGORY II – Horticulture Succulents
Class 16. Potted cactus, single specimen, may be multi headed / branched
Class 17. Potted Euphorbia, single specimen, may be multi headed / branched
Class 18. Potted Sanseveria, single specimen, may be branched
Class 19. Potted Crassulaceae, single specimen, may be multi headed / branched
Class 20. Succulent, single specimen, in a hanging container
Class 21. Potted Variegated Succulent, single specimen
Class 22. Succulent Bowl Garden, must be a bowl, embellishment allowed
Class 23. Any other Succulent, single specimen, may be multi headed / branched
CATEGORY III – Artistic Design
Class 24. Bromeliad/s in a decorative container or on a decorative mount
Class 25. Succulent/s in a decorative container or on a decorative mount
Class 26. Photograph of a bromeliad or succulent – printed single image, mounted on a firm
or cardboard backing
BROMELIAD AWARDS
Each bromeliad class will be judged using the BSI scales of points for ribbon judging &
ribbons will be awarded (Purple Award of Merit 95-100; Blue 90-94; Red 85-89).
 Best Bromelioideae - Trophy
 Best Pitcairnioideae - Trophy
 Best Tillandsioideae - Trophy
 Best Tillandsia – Perpetual Trophy donated by Bob Hudson
 Champion Bromeliad of Show – Perpetual Trophy donated by Roly Reilly (Decorative
Containers not eligible)
 President’s Choice Bromeliad – Perpetual Trophy
 Judge’s Choice Award –Perpetual Trophy donated by Tom & Marilyn Rivett
SUCCULENTS AWARDS
Each succulent class will be awarded ribbons where appropriate (1st place Blue, 2 nd place
Red & 3rd place Green)
 Champion Succulent of Show - Perpetual Trophy donated by Kath Henderson
(Decorative Containers are eligible)
 President’s Choice Succulent – Perpetual Trophy donated by John Hodgkinson
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TRADITIONAL BROMELIACEAE
Pitcairnioideae (16) Tillandsioideae (9)
Bromelioideae (32)
Brewcaria
Alcantarea
Acanthostachys
Greigia
Brocchinia
Catopsis
Aechmea
Hohenbergia
Connellia
Glomeropitcairnia
Ananas
Hohenbergiopsis
Cottendorfia
Guzmania
Androlepis
Lymania
Deuterocohnia
Mezobromelia
Araeococcus
Neoglaziovia
Dyckia
Racinaea
Billbergia
Neoregelia
Encholirium
Tillandsia
Bromelia
Nidularium
Fosterella
Vriesea
Canistropsis
Ochagavia
Hechtia
Werauhia
Canistrum
Orthophytum
Lindmania
Cryptanthus
Portea
Navia
Deinacanthon
Pseudaechmea
Pepinia
Disteganthus
Pseudananas
Pitcairnia
Edmundoa
Quesnelia
Puya
Eduandrea
Ronnbergia
Sequencia
Fascicularia
Ursulaea
Steyerbromelia
Fernseea
Wittrockia
Based on the latest DNA study the Tillandsioideae and Bromelioideae subfamilies would remain
the same (as shown above) but the genera in the former Pitcairnioideae subfamily would now
more properly be organized into subfamilies as shown below:

FORMER PITCAIRNIOIDEAE
Brocchinioideae Lindmanioideae Hechtioideae Navioideae Pitcairnioideae Puyoideae
Brocchinia
Connellia
Hechtia
Brewcaria
Deuterocohnia
Puya
Lindmania
Cottendorfia
Dyckia
Navia
Encholirium
Sequencia
Fosterella
Steyerbromelia
Pepinia
Pitcairnia

We hope the expanded succulent classes & the addition of the decorative container &
photographic classes will spark lots of interest!!

Sennecio mandraliscae For Sale
Matt has Sennecio mandraliscae (Blue Chalk Sticks) for
sale.
They are 10c per cutting.
You can contact Matt on 0411 755 246 or email to:
matt@blueskynursery.com.au
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TAXONOMY
I thought that with the current bromeliad subfamilies being
listed in the Bromlink (to assist with the classes for the
November competition), that it was also timely to look at the
taxonomy (classification) of bromeliads.
It is really worthwhile looking regularly at ‘The New
Bromeliad Taxon List’ compiled by Derek Butcher & Eric
Gouda & last updated on 21/8/16. Particularly keep in touch
with the ‘recent changes’ section. I am about to rename
some of my bromeliads: Nidularium innocentii var. lineatum is
now ‘Lineatum’, similarly Nidularium var. striatum is now
‘Striatum’ & Aechmea comata var. makoyana is now
‘Makoyana’.
Go to the link http://botu07.bio.uu.nl/bcg/taxonList.php or put ‘The New Bromeliad Taxon
List’ into Google & it will come up.
Photo: Aechmea ‘Makoyana’ from the Bromelioideae subfamily
The article on Taxonomy below is from the BSI website.
True Grant / Editor
Taxonomy (systematics) is the science of classifying plants and animals by evaluating shared
features and organizing them into a hierarchy based on these relationships. The basic
taxonomic units or taxa (singular: taxon) are species.
Every species is given an internationally recognized two part name (binomial) by which it is
known. The first part of this name is called the Genus and the second part the Species.
More closely related plants within the family, which share some general/generic features,
are grouped in the same genus thus the genus/species describe the taxon
generically/specifically. Unlike common names which can vary from region to region, a
species’ binomial name is unique and precise. The name is usually derived from Latin or
Greek (or a modern word that has been Latinized).
Genus names are always capitalized and species names always start with a lower case
letter. Species names often are descriptive (xanthocalyx – with yellow flowers), indicate a
place of origin (brasiliensis – from Brasil), or are honorific, named after the collector or
other person worthy of the honour of being immortalized in the taxonomic nomenclature
(fosteriana – in honour of Mulford Foster).
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FAMILY BROMELIACEAE (bro-meel-ee-ay-see-ee) is a part of the flowering plants
(angiosperms) subdivision of the Plant Kingdom. All of its species are monocotyledons
whose seeds initially have only one leaf, members of the Class Liliopsida. Monocots
comprise one quarter of all flowering plants and include some of the largest and most well
known groups of plants: orchids, palms, grasses. Dicotyledons (called dicots) have seeds
that initially have two leaves.
SUBFAMILIES OF Bromeliaceae
Based on revisions from DNA molecular research in the
taxonomy of family Bromeliaceae by evolutionary biologists
over the past decade, the Bromeliaceae family has been
divided into eight subfamilies:
Brochinioideae, Lindmanioideae, Hechtioideae, Navioideae,
Pitcairnioideae, Puyoideae, Tillandsioideae and Bromelioideae
(see page 14)
Photo right: Acanthostachys stobilacea from the Bromelioideae
subfamily
GENERA BY SUB-FAMILY
The list of the subfamilies, their genera and number of species in each is based on the 2012
BROMELIAD BINOMIALS by Harry Luther. The genera now accepted for each sub-family can
be found on line on TAXON at http://botu07.bio.uu.nl/bcg/taxonList.php in the Section
marked ACCEPTED.
Many new species have been described since 2012, and these will change the species
numbers in the subfamilies. Further necessary changes can be expected in the near future
as research reveals the need to revise existing genera or create new ones, and as the
relationship between species in different genera is clarified. This section will be updated
when a new Bromeliad Binomials is published.
A PDF version of the research paper describing these DNA-based changes to the taxonomy
of the bromeliad family can be found on the University of Wisconsin’s website by following
the link below:
Givnish TJ, Millam KC, Berry PE, Sytsma KJ. 2007. Phylogeny, adaptive radiation, and
historical biogeography of Bromeliaceae inferred from ndhF sequence data. Pp. 3-26 in JT
Columbus, EA Friar, JM Porter, LM Prince, MG Simpson (eds.) Monocots: Comparative
Biology and Evolution – Poales. Rancho Santa Ana Botanic Garden, Claremont, CA.
Additional information about bromeliad genera can be found in AN ANNOTATED CATALOG
OF THE GENERIC NAMES OF THE BROMELIACEAE by Jason R. Grant
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Featured Bromeliad
Neoregelia ’Yellow Lines’
? / G Lawn*
Mature open large rosette to 1 metre diameter. Broad, mid-green leaves randomly
striated / marginated yellow with scarlet red patches / splashes/ speckles, plus red
tips in strong light. Exported about 2001 from Florida to the Olive Branch Nursery,
Brisbane as "Neoregelia johannis striata". Its complete history is unrecorded but
over the years it has acquired other alias names---"Golden Glow", "Yellow Striated",
"johannis Gold", "Yellow Variegated", "That's Gold", "johannis Yellow Form
Variegated". Its possible link to N. johannis remains unproven. Tricolor Group. Reg.
Doc. 6/2016 by G. Lawn
Country of origin: Brazil?

I bought the above Neoregelia as johannis striata & was interested to recently learn from
Olive Trevor that it is now called ‘Yellow Lines’ - named by Geoff Lawn who is the BSI
(Bromeliad Society International) Cultivar Registrar. The above information is directly from
the BSI Cultivar Registry (BCR). *Photo above right from True Grant
True Grant / Editor

Newly Registered Plants (BSI Cultivar Registry ‘What’s New’)
With the current restrictions on importing bromeliads making our own hybrids more
important, it was refreshing to see that of the 51 newly registered hybrids listed on the BSI
website, 27 were Australian: One is the Cameron’s Vriesea ‘Pale Chiffon’ (below left), others
include Tillandsia ‘Jinma’ (centre) & ‘Boonaroo’ (right) both from Margaret Paterson.
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Of Hybrids & Cultivars
A Query to the BSI Cultivar Registrar Geoff Lawn (Excerpted from Far North Coast
Bromeliad Study Group, New South Wales, Newsletter; July 2013)
Query: Shouldn't the BSI cultivar list be called the BSI hybrid list? It seems to be hybrids
not cultivars.
Answer from Geoff: A hybrid by definition is a cultivar but a cultivar is not necessarily a
hybrid. There are unusual forms of particular species (such as variegated forms found in
the wild) which if distinctive enough can be given cultivar names and registered.
Botanists ignore such forms as they are not a stable population which will reproduce
true from seed - which defines a species.
Natural hybrids do not generally get described by botanists, so they are better
treated as cultivars and given names and are registered, such as Tillandsia 'Dura
Flor'. By definition a hybrid is either: a species x a different species; or species x
hybrid; or hybrid x hybrid. So cultivars do not fall into the category of hybrid.
It used to be that a cultivar was defined as having been man-made in cultivation
only, but that definition now extends to include natural hybrids and distinctive
species forms from the wild, such as Quesnelia marmorata 'Rafael Oliveira',
so at least they get recorded in the Bromeliad Cultivar Register (BCR). To call it
a Bromeliad Hybrid Register would be too restrictive.

Annual General Meeting
Our AGM will be held at the next meeting on 24th September 2016. All positions on the
management committee will be vacated & will need to be elected for the 2017 year.

Notice of Motion re Life Membership of the GCSBS
The GCSBS constitution states: ‘Life Member - the number of life members shall be limited
to seven (7) or 3% of the number of ordinary members as listed in the previous December
membership register. Nominations shall be in the approved form & election shall be by
secret ballot at the Annual General Meeting. Candidates must have an 80% majority vote to
be accepted. Life members are exempted from membership fees’.
I am going to put forward a motion that: ‘The life member as currently defined in the GCSBS
Constitution be changed to: ‘Life Member - the number of life members is not restricted &
members who have given exceptional & prolonged service to the GCSBS are eligible for
nomination. Nominations shall be in the approved form & election shall be by secret ballot
at a General Meeting. Candidates must have an 80% majority vote to be accepted. Life
members are exempted from membership fees’.
True Grant
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lants of the Month
Members are encouraged to bring their specimens of these plants to the
applicable month's meeting for brag/show and tell. Plants do not have to be in flower.
We also grow for foliage!
January

Catopsis, Hohenbergia, Neoregelia & any Succulent

February

Aechmea, Billbergia & any Succulent

March

Tillandsia, Vriesea & any Succulent

April

Alcantarea, Cryptanthus, Neoregelia & any Succulent

May

Bromeliad Intergenerics, Guzmania & any Succulent

June

Quesnelia, Tillandsia & any Succulent

July

Dyckia, Hechtia, Puya & any Succulent

August

Aechmea, Orthophytum & any Succulent

September

Billbergia, Vriesea & any Succulent

October

Canistrum, Neoregelia, Nidularium & any Succulent

November

Any Bromeliad genera not previously featured & any Succulent.

EDITOR’S NOTES
Please let me know if you have changed your email, address or phone number.
I am aware that I need to access more articles on succulents & will work on this for future
editions.
All articles from other organisations & newsletters are acknowledged & have been reprinted
for educational purposes only.
Thank you to Graeme & Marjorie Bullen for making the dividers for our Popular Vote
Competition.
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UPCOMING SHOPPING CENTRE DISPLAY & SALES EVENTS






Mudgeeraba Market SEPTEMBER – 28 & 29
The Pines OCTOBER – 13, 14 & 15
Mudgeeraba Market OCTOBER – 26 & 27
Springwood Mall NOVEMBER - 17, 18 & 19
Helensvale Plaza DECEMBER – 1 & 2

Members with 3 or more months' membership can add their name to the list of sellers for any of
the above venues and dates. This register (Event Bookings) is available at the Member Services
Desk at each monthly general meeting. Of course there are certain guidelines to be followed when
representing us at these venues. For more information please contact John Hodgkinson.
We welcome these latest new & renewing members to our society. We hope you
enjoy your time with us and encourage your participation in your group!

New: Patricia Olexienko, Wesley Trevor
Renewal: Shane Weston, Kath Henderson, Beverley Durrant

The aims of the society are:
(A) To stimulate interest in the conservation, and to promote the culture and
development of succulents and bromeliads.
(B) To acquire and disseminate information regarding these plants and to
encourage their production and propagation.
(C) To ban totally from our collection any such plants which become noxious.
(D) To enlighten members and the public on the dangers of cultivating certain
noxious species.
(E) To give exhibitions, arrange field days, and other events, and to make such
publications as are deemed desirable.
(F) To associate, affiliate or otherwise join or connect ourselves with similar
bodies or societies.
(G) To make seeds and plants available to members under the control of the
Society.
(H) To foster family membership and members.
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