Gold Coast Succulent & Bromeliad Society Inc.
November - December 2015 # 6 - GCSBS

ROMLINK

1

CONTENTS
Advertising rates

2

Plants of the Month

17

Current Volunteers

3

Tables – Seller Guidelines

17

Library Notice / Photos

4

Member’s Badge

18

President’s Page

5

Golden Dollars

18

Put Your Best Plants Forward

6

Assistant Secretary

18

Photos

6

Advertising / Letter

19

Vriesea Vitality /Note from Editor

7

Shopping Centre Display & Sales

20

Foliage Vrieseas – An Overview

8

New & Renewing Members

20

 Front page photo: New committee left to right: Glenda Hodgson, Shane Weston, Carole Solomon,
Gwen Wayland, John Hodgkinson, Julie Hewetson, True Grant, John Crawford, Ann Schenk

Next Edition (January - February) Deadline: 1st January 2016
Editor: gcsbs.bromlink@gmail.com
The Gold Coast Succulent and Bromeliad Society Inc. gives permission to all bromeliad societies to reprint
articles in their journals provided proper acknowledgment is given to the original author and the Bromlink,
and no contrary direction is published in the Bromlink. This permission does not apply to any other person
or organisation without prior permission of the author.
Opinions expressed in the publication are those of the individual contributors and may not necessarily
reflect the opinions of the Gold Coast Succulent and Bromeliad Society Inc. or of the Editor.
Authors are responsible for the accuracy of the information in their articles.

Send your photographs for consideration of publication or even as the front cover feature!
Articles for consideration of publication are also VERY welcome….email the Editor.

GCSBS inc. Bromlink and Website Advertising Rates per issue
¼ A5 page $10

½ A5 page $15

¾ A5 page $25

Full A5 page $40 except for a full A5 back page which would be $50.
All rates automatically entitle the advertiser to a free GCSBS website mention for the
duration of your Bromlink listing. Ads for succulents or bromeliads or products directly
related to their growing requirements will only be considered for publication.
Contact: GCSBS.Bromlink@gmail.com or GCSBS.President@gmail.com
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Current Volunteers
www.gcsbs.org.au
Gold Coast Succulent & Bromeliad Society Inc. (GCSBS)
PO Box 452, Helensvale Plaza, QLD 4215
MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE
President

John Hodgkinson AM

gcsbs.president@gmail.com
Phone: 0418 623 202

Vice President

John Crawford

gcsbs.vicepresident@gmail.com

Secretary

Glenda Hodgson

gcsbs.secretary@gmail.com

Assistant Secretary

Vacant – Your Name Here!

Treasurer

Shane Weston

gcsbs.treasurer@gmail.com

Memberships

Gwen Wayland

gcsbs.memberships@gmail.com

Immediate Past President

Shane Weston

Other Committee Members

True Grant, Julie Hewetson, Ann Schenk & Carole Solomon

SUPPORT TEAM
Bromlink Editor

True Grant

Meeting Meet & Greet

Dave Boudier & Keryn Simpson

‘Put Your Best Plants Forward’

True Grant & Kathleen Henderson

Speakers & Events

Narelle Aizlewood

On-Site Sales Co-ordinators
On-Site Sales Team

gcsbs.bromlink@gmail.com

Jen Burrows, Wendy Perske and
Jen Burrows contact:
Carole Solomon
gcsbs.sales@gmail.com
Monica Bailey, Janette Fowler, Pam Gaddes, Brian Wallis and others
Barcodes: Julie Hewetson (gcsbs.barcodes@gmail.com)

On-Site Sales Stewards

Barb Adams, Karl Hearn and Kathleen Henderson

On-Site Sales Support

Graeme Synold, John Gaddes & Rob Kelly

Off-Site Sales Co-ordinator

Shane Weston

Off-Site Sales Convenors

Berice Bragg, John & Pam Gaddes & Carole Solomon

Kitchen Provedore

Monica Mead

Librarians

Jennifer Laurie & Jan Tobiano

Raffles

Rosie Kelly & Ruth Dickson

Supplies Table

Graeme & Judy Symonds of The Orchid Den (PH: 0411 020 563)

Internet Administrator

John Hodgkinson

gcsbs.website@gmail.com

LIFE MEMBERS
Narelle Aizlewood, Graham Besgrove, John Catlan, Genny Catlan, Wendy Hansen, Mary Nicholson & Neville Ryan
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LIBRARY BOOKS:
ALL books out on loan MUST be returned by the November 28th Meeting
please. This will allow us to conduct our annual inventory audit of all
books. No lending will occur until the meeting on January 23rd 2016.
Photos from the September meeting. The Cameron’s beautiful hybrid foliage
vrieseas – some their own hybrids, some imported.
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President’s Page……
I feel very privileged to be the president of the Gold Coast Succulent and Bromeliad Society.
It is a role that I did not nominate for without a lot of thought and a lot of talking with
others. I’ll do everything that I can, to do the best that I can do, to give you the best possible
experience of being a GCSBS member. I believe that is the role for me and the rest of the
Committee – to work to achieve the aims of the GCSBS, as set out on page 20 of this
newsletter.
But we cannot do that by ourselves. You are the GCSBS, both at the meetings and when you
are away from the meetings. So please tell us three things:
1. What makes you happy to come to meetings;
2. What doesn’t make you happy; and
3. What might be done to make the GCSBS even better for all of us.
We will consider, at a committee meeting, all suggestions and ideas brought to us, and we
will give feedback on our discussion of those ideas and suggestions. All major decisions will
be brought to a general meeting for further discussion.
And please talk positively about the GCSBS to people whom you meet. You are the best
“publicity officers” that we can have.
The GCSBS is a very busy society. A large team of
Thank you very much to the
volunteers (see the list on page 3) provides you with a
outgoing committee members
wide range of ongoing services, facilities and
and volunteers who worked to
activities, including a place to get together for
make 2014-2015 another very
meetings, onsite and offsite sales and displays (e.g. at
successful year for the GCSBS.
shopping centres), speakers (a report is in this issue),
Thanks to the 2015-2016
publications, bus trips, raffles, competitions (e.g. ‘Put
committee members and
Your Best Plants Forward’ on page 6 and the badge
volunteers who will work to
photo competition on page 18), a library (page 4),
make the GCSBS even better for
show-and-tell and help sessions, Golden Dollars (page
all of us in 2015-2016.
18), and a canteen at meetings. The funds that are
raised from members and the public are used almost entirely to subsidise these services,
facilities and activities for GCSBS members. Your help with any of these services and
activities is greatly appreciated.
And a final plea from me and from the committee: the request for an Assistant Secretary on
page 18 is a very serious one. We need to find a person to fill this role urgently – training
will be provided. Please consider if you can help the GCSBS in this way.
I hope that 2015 ends well for you and that 2016 starts similarly.
John Hodgkinson AM
President
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‘PUT YOUR BEST PLANTS FORWARD’
A regular Popular Vote Competition, to be held at
meetings, started off at the September meeting &
was a great success in both the bromeliad &
succulent categories.
The response was fantastic & the quality of the plants entered was excellent. Many thanks
to all those who contributed & we encourage even more members to become involved.
As one point is awarded for each plant entered, it is quite possible for a member who enters
bromeliads regularly to win the annual award.
Next competition will be held at our January 24th 2016 meeting.
It’s hard to keep a brom addict down hey!
You were told to rest Keryn!
A glowing Narelle holding her
namesake, Billbergia Narelle’s Joy

So great to see Len looking spritely after a
tough time of late, even if Bobby is chewing
his ear.
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Note from the Editor: I have really enjoyed putting together my first edition. I’ve
appreciated ++ Shane Weston’s guidance & support & thank him for the many hours spent
with me. I felt that my article on foliage vrieseas (page 8) complemented Mal & Michelle
Cameron’s talk at the last meeting. I was hesitant to include it in my first edition as editor
however I was encouraged to do so. It will be presented in two parts, one in this edition &
one in the next. My assurance is that future editions will draw from many different sources.
I also strongly encourage members to submit articles for condsideration for publication, to
give me feedback & also suggestions for topics to be included.
Best wishes for the festive season & 2016.

Regards, True

Vriesea Vitality
Summary of a talk given by Mal & Michelle Cameron on foliage vrieseas on 26th September
2015.
We were awed & inspired by the beautiful foliage vrieseas brought to the meeting by Mal &
Michelle & enjoyed an informative session. Some points covered were:
 Growing from seed: They use a seed raising mix which includes a controlled release
fertiliser (Brunnings brand available from Bunnings) or coir peat. This is placed in a
plastic container & sterilised in a microwave. The seeds are sprayed with a fungicide
(avoid copper). The mix is moistened & then the container is kept closed to prevent
fungal infection.
 Once the lid is removed & the seedlings watered, put holes in the bottom of the
container to allow for drainage.
 It takes 7-10 months for seedlings to grow to a size where they are ready to be
planted out.
 It takes 2-2 ½ years to grow to a good sized young plant.
 When hybridising foliage vrieseas, their aim is to improve the cultivars & to increase
size plus achieve variegation.
 Foliage vrieseas need to be pollinated between 10pm & 4am.
 Variegation in foliage vrieseas is very difficult to achieve. Some can appear on one
side of a plant. The following generations of pups are then chosen to stabilize this
until finally a good variegate is produced. This can take up to 10 years.
 Shade cloth: 50% in winter & 70% in summer.
 Foliage vrieseas need to be kept moist & therefore larger pots help to achieve this.
 Controlled release & foliar fertiliser which is higher in potassium than nitrogen is
used. Once the plant is a good size, the controlled release fertilizer is not reapplied.
 Mal is of the opinion that the best plants in a grex should be selected & named &
registered to maintain quality of the foliage vrieseas being produced.
 There needs to be a greater awareness that plants with the same parentage can be
very different & therefore bromeliads should be named & only the offsets from a
particular, named bromeliad should carry that name.
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Foliage Vrieseas

- An Overview

Summary of a Power Point Presentation given by True Grant to the GCSBS in 2014
PART ONE
 The genus Vriesea belongs to the subfamily Tillandsioideae & was recognized. by
botanists in 1843. It was named by the English botanist John Lindley after the Dutch
botanist & physician Dr Willem Hendrik De Vriese.
 The spelling until 1959 was Vriesia when it was changed to Vriesea.
 Until 1889 Vrieseas were a component of the genus Tillandsia.
 A species Vriesea with patterned leaves, V. splendens (below), was among the early
bromeliads introduced into Europe. It was from Guyana in northern South America &
was introduced in 1842 & 1844. It was also the first Vriesea brought into Europe.

 Walter Richter reported that Vriesea tesselata (now Vr. gigantea) was received by J
Linden of Belgium in 1872 from Brazil which flowered 10 years later (it was used to
breed foliage Vrieseas).
 Vr. hieroglyphica was first flowered in Europe in 1880 – below right
 Vr. fenestralis was imported into Europe in the late 1800’s – below left

1880-1920 The Period of the Glorious Vriesea
 This was a period of prolific hybridizing of Vrieseas in Europe . Vr. splendens & Vr.
fenestralis were two of seven species that were mainly used.
 However the focus was on the inflorescence (creating a branched one instead of a
single spike) rather than creating patterned foliage.
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Period of Declined Enthusiasm
 There was general decreased interest in hybridizing between the two world wars.
 However, during this time there was some interest in Ghent in Belgium in hybridizing
Vrieseas with decorative foliage. Three examples are worth mentioning:
1.Vr. ‘Papa Chevalier ‘ below left (Vr. ‘Mephisto’ x Vr. pastuchoffiana – below right) –
Chevalier (Belgium 1920)

2. Vr. ‘Intermedia’ now known as ‘Morobe’s Intermedia’ - below right (Vr. hieroglyphica x
Vr. ‘Viminalis-Rex’ – below left) – MR Morobe 1930s

3.Vriesea ‘Flammendes Schwert’ by Walter Richter, Germany - below left (Vr. splendens v.
formosa – below right x Vr. splendens) 1937
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Other crossings were done in this quieter period with Vr. fenestralis, Vr. splendens & Vr.
tesselata (now known as Vr. gigantea) without constant results – the difficulties in breeding
Vrieseas with decorative leaves were soon noted.

After World War II
 Bromeliad hybridizing, especially with Vrieseas, recommenced but by new people.
Focus was on commercial output & green leaved varieties. Four hybridists are
noteworthy:
 Carlos Broeckaert: Discovered variegated form of Vr. ‘Poelmanii’ which was called
Vr. ‘Madam Carlos Broeckaert’ < 1945. (unstable). Deroose Senior after many years
selected a stable type which is now cultivated in the Netherlands as Vr. ‘White’Line’
1986 – below left.
 Hendrik De Meyer: Two of his successful hybrids are foliage Vrieseas: 1) Vr.
‘Meyer’s Favorite’ – below middle (cv. of Vr. splendens found in Brazil) 1960’s. Nat
DeLeon in the USA called it Vr. ‘Juno’ V. 2) Vr. ‘Splendide’ (Vr. splendens x Vr.
glutinosa) < 1973 below right
 Deroose Snr & Jnr concentrated on green leaved vrieseas.
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The Modern Era circa 1960’s onwards
John Arden
Jack Koning
David Shiigi
Andrew Maloy

John Arden – Vista California
 Hybrids registered from 1978 onwards (latest 2008). A number since unregistered.
 Most have been aimed at developing a tall branched inflorescence.
 Many have also been hybridized to develop coloured or patterned foliage as well.
1981 Vriesea ‘Elvira’ - below right (Vr. bleherae - below left x Vr. hieroglyphica)

1981 Vriesea ‘Jungle Jade’ below left (Vr. platynema v. variegata x Vr. hieroglyphica)
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1982 Vriesea ‘Tropical Princess’ (Vr. ‘Van Ackeri’ x Vr. bleherae) – below left
*Vr. ‘Van Ackeri’ traced via Vr.’Poelmanii’ below middle (1896) back to Vr. incurvata (below
right) & Vr. barilletii (second row below left)

1984 Vriesea ‘Mandy’ (Vr. ‘Red Chestnut’ x Vr. fenestralis)

1986 Vriesea ‘Mirage’ [(‘Vr.’Poelmanii’ x Vr. ‘Red Chestnut’) x Vr. platynema v. variegata]
*parentage = Vr. incurvata / Vr. barilletii/Vr. fosteriana v. seideliana/Vr. platynema v.
variegata
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1986 Vriesea ‘Sweet Success’ below left [Vr. platynema v. variegata - below right x (Vr.
platynema x V. fenestralis)]

1991 Vriesea ‘Tropic Night’ - below left (Vr. delicatula – below right x Vr. ‘Elvira’)
Vr. ‘Elvira’ = Vr. bleherae x Vr. hieroglyphica

1998 Vriesea ‘Maroon Shadow’ - below left (Vr. fosteriana x Vr. ‘Redondo Beach’). Vr.
‘Redondo Beach’ (below right) is by Arden 1981 (Vr. ‘Brentwood’- unknown parentage x Vr.
‘Poelmanii’ – traces back to Vr. incurvata /Vr. barilletii.
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2008 Vriesea ‘Lynnie’ (below left) & Vriesea ‘Isobell’ (below middle) = [(Vr. ‘Midnight
Splendor’ x Vr. ‘Shima Ryu’) x Vr. H Hill hybrid]
*Parentage = Vr. ‘Midnight Splendor’ [Vr. ‘Red Chestnut’ x Vr. ‘Sunspot’ (unknown parents)]
& Vr. ‘Shima Ryu’ (unknown from Japan – below right)

To summarise:
Arden chiefly used the following bromeliads to get colour & pattern into the leaves of a
selection of his hybrids:
 Intermedia
 Red Chestnut (identified before 1973)
 fenestralis
 bleherae
 hieroglyphica
 platynema v variegata
 platynema
 saundersii
 fosteriana
Andrew Maloy – Auckland NZ
 Andrew specializes in hybridizing foliage Vrieseas & has produced some stunning
plants.
 They seem to suit the NZ climate & grow well there.
 The first bromeliads registered in 1997 were in fact hybridized by N Scotting &
named by Andrew: Kiwi Cream, Dawn, Delight, Dusk, Kandy, Noel, Sunrise & Sunset
(Vr. platynema var variegata x Vr. fosteriana Red Leaf Form).
 All others registered have been hybridized by Andrew – the first being the Tasman
series, most of which were registered in 1999 (parentage not revealed).
 The last was registered on the BSI in 2007. He has done many hybrids since.
 Most of the others registered have the preface ‘Kiwi’ – many are Tasman crosses, so
the parentage is unknown. There is a Pacific series that is listed on his website.
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1999 Vriesea ‘Tasman Candyman’

1999 Vriesea ‘Tasman Tartan’

1999 Vriesea ‘Tasman Vanilla Ice’ – below left
2004 Vriesea ‘Crème de la Crème’ [Vr.’Tasman Candyman’ x Vr. ‘Snowman’ (Vr. gigantea
x Vr. platynema v. variegata)] - below right

2004 Vriesea ‘Kiwi Pink Magic’ (Vr. ‘Tasman Candyman’ x Vr. ‘Tasman Cherry Wine’)
below left
2004 Vriesea ‘Kiwi White Mystic’ (Vr. ‘Kiwi Kandy’ [Vr. platynema v. variegata x Vr.
fosteriana Red Leaf Form] x unnamed) below right
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2004 Vriesea ‘Kiwi Cherry Ice’
(? x Vr. ‘Tasman Cherry Wine’)

2005 Vriesea ‘Kiwi Sanjay’s Pal’
(Vr. Tasman hybrid x Vr. ‘Tasman Candyman’)

2007 Vriesea ‘Kiwi Fairy Charm’
(Vr. ‘Snowman’ (Vr. gigantea x Vr. platynema v.
variegata) x Vr. ‘Tasman Candyman’)

To summarise:
The following bromeliads have been recorded as being used to create Andrew Maloy’s
hybrid foliage Vrieseas:
 platynema v. variegata
 fosteriana Red Leaf Form
 gigantea v. seideliana
 fenestralis
 fosteriana
 gigantea
PART TWO: Will be included in the January issue. Topics: Jack Koning, David Shiigi,
species foliage Vrieseas, habitat & cultivation.
*Photos have been accessed from many different sources for educational purposes only.
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lants of the Month
Members are encouraged to bring their specimens of these plants to the
applicable month's meeting for brag/show and tell. Plants do not have to be in flower.
We also grow for foliage!
November

Any Bromeliad genera not previously featured & any Succulent.

January

Catopsis, Hohenbergia, Neoregelia & any Succulent

February

Aechmea, Billbergia & any Succulent

March

Tillandsia, Vriesea & any Succulent

April

Alcantarea, Cryptanthus, Neoregelia & any Succulent

May

Bromeliad Intergenerics, Guzmania & any Succulent

June

Quesnelia, Tillandsia & any Succulent

July

Dyckia, Hechtia, Puya & any Succulent

August

Aechmea, Orthophytum & any Succulent

September

Billbergia, Vriesea & any Succulent

October

Canistrum, Neoregelia, Nidularium & any Succulent

 SELLER GUIDELINES REMINDER - TABLES
Sellers who participate in our events should be aware of the following conditions please.
Particularly the provision of table(s). We would suggest that if you require more than 1
table, you should provide this yourself please.
The Seller’s Guidelines state:
5) Sellers are responsible for their own plant sales area and facilities, such as table(s),
waterproof black plastic table covers, boxes, display equipment etc. and are responsible for
clean-up and removal of same. A limited number of hall or Society tables are available for
use by sellers.
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2016 Membership Badge Photo - COMPETITION
Members in attendance at the Sept General Meeting had an
opportunity to vote on the picture they would most like to see
adorning our membership badge for 2016.
With a vast majority of 28 from 67 votes, the photo of
Neoregelia Tiger Rose, lodged by Barbara Stutz, was selected.
(shown here)
Thanks so much Barbara for this lovely picture and to those
members who lodged pictures for consideration.

Introducing…

Golden Dollar$
The President & Committee are
introducing ‘Golden Dollars.’
These are simply a $10 voucher, similar to what we have used in the past as competition
prizes. Golden Dollars can be awarded as the members’ Lucky Door prize, as a ‘Put Your Best
Plants Forward’ (Popular Vote) prize, or in any area the President or Committee may
consider appropriate. They can be spent at any area within our General Meetings - on plants
sales, library book purchases, kitchen, membership fees etc. Members may also accumulate
them and they can also be used in conjunction with other payment methods like cash &
card. They must be used by 31st December 2016.

 ASSISTANT SECRETARY
A vacancy exists within our Society for someone to assist and learn the role of Secretary.
While we do not ever want Glenda to leave or step down, it will happen unfortunately. So
now would be an ideal time for someone to see what is actually required of a Secretary and
learn from the best!
Even if you commence with recording the meeting minutes and help with other duties on
the day at meetings and events, it would be a great help to us running our Society.
Please consider this. More information from John or Glenda.
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URGENTLY NEEDED PLEASE

We need gallon pots in a reasonable condition. If any member has some that are taking up space in their
garden, we will swap some plants for them. Please contact Narelle or Greg on 55461161.

We recently received the below thank you note from the Gold Coast Hospital Foundation.
This was in recognition of the receipt of a $924.00 donation from our kitchen. Thanks to
those who purchased the goodies that the wonderful Janice I’Anson made in our kitchen
and a HUGE, MASSIVE well done Janice!!
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UPCOMING SHOPPING CENTRE DISPLAY & SALES’ EVENTS
 Helensvale Plaza

DECEMBER - Thursday 10th and Friday 11th

Members with 3 or more months' membership can add their name to the list of sellers for any of
the above venues and dates. This register (Event Bookings) is available at the Member Services
Desk each monthly general meeting. Of course there are certain guidelines to be followed when
representing us at these venues. For more information please contact Shane Weston.
We welcome these latest new & renewing members to our society. We hope you
enjoy your time with us and encourage your participation in your group!
Fely ANDERSON, Greg AIZLEWOOD, Barry & Berice BRAGG, Graeme & Marjorie BULLEN, Sel & Marj
BELSHAM, Monica BAILEY, Dave & Keryn BOUDIER/SIMPSON, Clive COLLYER, Mervyn DRUKER, Joan Mary
DUFFY, Patricia DARCY, Kay EDWARDS, John & Pam GADDES, Steve HOGAN, Karen HANSEN, Warwick &
Jennifer LAURIE, Diane MONK, Wendy MURRAY, Colin & Monica MEAD, Mary MINOGUE, Tom & Kay
NORRIS, Kerry REEVES, Bev SMITH, Bevan TATNELL, Jan TOBIANO, Gwen WAYLAND, Peter & Noreen
WRIGHT, Merrilyn & Leith WHITEHEAD, Robert & Noela MOLL, Narelle ROBINSON, Allan ROBERTON, Phil &
Joan SARGENT, Harbhajan SINGH and Barry KABLE

The aims of the society are:
(A) To stimulate interest in the conservation, and to promote the culture and
development of succulents and bromeliads.
(B) To acquire and disseminate information regarding these plants and to
encourage their production and propagation.
(C) To ban totally from our collection any such plants which become noxious.
(D) To enlighten members and the public on the dangers of cultivating certain
noxious species.
(E) To give exhibitions, arrange field days, and other events, and to make such
publications as are deemed desirable.
(F) To associate, affiliate or otherwise join or connect ourselves with similar
bodies or societies.
(G) To make seeds and plants available to members under the control of the
Society.
(H) To foster family membership and members.
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