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The Gold Coast Succulartd Bromeliad Society Inc. gives permission to all bromeliad societies to reprint
articles in their journals provided proper acknowledgment is given to the original author and the Bromlink,
and no contrary direction is published in the Bromlink. This peronissbes not apply to any other perso
or organisation withouprior permission of the author.
Opinions expressed in the publication are those of the individual contrdaridrmay not necessarily
reflect the opinions of the Gold Coast SuccudentBromeliad Society Inc. or of the Editor.
Authors are responsible for the accuracy of the information in their articles.
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Send your photographs fa@onsideration of publicatioor even as the front cover feature!
Articles are also VERY welconaeeded dnfailthe Editor or President.
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MANAGEMENT COMMITTE

President Shane Weston gﬁzgzngjgédzer;(?o%maiI.com
Vice President JohrHodgkinson gcsbs.vicepresident@gmail.com
Secretary Glenda Hodgson gcshs.secretary@gmail.com
Treasurer Lorraine Fox gcshs.treasurer@gmail.com
Memberships Gwen Wayland gcshs.memberships@gmail.com

Other Committee Members Carmon Burke, John CrawfordHéwlietson, Monica Mead, Rosemary Ps
Ann Schenk

SUPPORT TEAM
Bromlink Editor Jeanette Henwood gcsbs.bromlink@gmail.com

Meeting Meet & Greet Ann & Harry Schenk

Guest Speakers Narelle Aizlewood

Librarians Jennifer Laurie & Jan Tobiano
Publicity Lorraine Fox

Sales Cordinator (Meetings) | Jen Burrows & Wendy Perske | gcsbs.sales@gmail.com

Andrew Cervenjak, Anna Cervenjak, Elizabeth Day, Janette Fowler, E

Sales Team Rosemary Paton & Carole Solomon

Sale Barcodes Julie Hewetsé@eanette Henwo( gcsbs.barcodes@gmail.com
Sales Stewards Barb Adam€&armon Burke, Norma Fleet & Helen Mueller
Sales Support Graeme Synold, John Gaddes & Rob Kelly

Refreshments Janice I'Anson

Raffles Rosie Kelly

OffSite Sales Gwdinator Glendadodgson

OffSi te Sal esd Berice Bragg, John Crawford, John & Pam Gaddes

Bus Trips & Field Days Narelle Aizlewood

Supplies Table Graeme & Judy Symonds of The OrchreH»emn 020 563)

Internet Administrator Shane Weston gcshs.website @gmoaiin
LIFE MEMBERS

Narelle Aizlewood, Graham Besgrove, John Catlan, Genny Catlan, Wendy Hansen, Mary Nicholson 4
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HECHTIA

Hechtia is a small genus of bromeliad. While many other
bromeliad genera have hundreds sfeciesHechtia boasts
only fifty. There are several unique features to the Hechtia

‘4 TERRESTRIAL

Hechtia arderrestrial and should be potted or planted in the ground
~ instead of mounted. Their sandy, rocky home terrain should be
., mimicked when planted. Use gritty potting mix that is well draining.
¢+ Adding some coarse sand, perlite, or small stones to regular gattix
=% should provide appropriate drainage for these plants.

WATER

To keep them growing quickly and healthily, water them regularly during the spring and
summer growing season. Allow the potting mix to dry a bit between watering as too much
water can caus rot. In the winter, hold back on the water. It is better for the plant to be
too dry than too wet.

LIGHT

Hechtia love sunlight. They are tougher than other bromeliads which are usually burned by
direct sunlight. Hechtia have special scales on theirdgdvat reflect the sun to prevent
burning. They can survive in up to 50% shade but their unique, bright colors will not be as
vivid and flowering may be prohibited:or the best results Hechtia should be planted

where they will get as much sunlight assgble :

SIZE

Some of the Hechtia species can grow incredibly large. There are o
species, such as Hechtia lyrmamithii that are much smaller. These
small species grow only Zb cm wide but often form large tight
clumps.

Hechtia will usually grow aarfje as the container they are planted in. When planted as a
pup, these bromeliads grow quickly and should be repotted every year until they reach
maturity. It can take up to three years or more for a plant to reach maturity.
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Fire aNtsightings spike as the imported pest marches toward the Coast

ROBYN WUTH Gold Coast Sun  July 2015

REPORTED fire ant sightings
have increased by 70 per cent as
the imported pest continues its
march across southeast
Queensland.

. National Red Imported Fire Ant

) Eradication Program director

Sarah Corcoran said there had

. - 0SSY Iy adzyLINBOS|
Cow communityred,J2 y a4 S¢é¢ aAYy

N March this year.

Biosecurity Queensland (BQ) revealed several fire ant nests had been detected in the
northern corridor at Ormeau.

The fire ant is the most aggressive in the world, swarming victims in seconds and biting
repeatedly, causinged welts and a pustule that fades in a couple days.

In an estimated 5 per cent of cases, fire ants can cause death from allergic reaction. BQ
launched an aerial surveillance operation in search of other nests and urged residents to
check properties fortte pests.

G¢KS STFSOU KlFLa o6SSy IYFITAy3a 6AGK Y2NB
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made more than 400 new detections of colonies because of vigilamtengtsi looking for
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Since the campaign began in March, more than 120,000 people have viewed fire ant

ARSYUATAOIGA2Y OARS2a>X gKAOK OFly 0S OASSH
G I &ad adanwhinkyXmember was prompted by a fire ant sign at Cedar Creek to chec
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The eradication program will use the intelligence gathered by field teams and public report:
to adjust aerial surveillance.
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Visit daf.gld.gov.au/fireants or call 13 25 23.
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Imagine how our broms are feeling! Cold & wet
not a good thing for bromeliad§o watch them.

. 2 dzQ ftvio loés& Bafinsertsincluded with this

NREYEtAY]l SRAIGA 2-Yiahdy for ypuk
fridge or home notice board. And also a nominati
form for Management Committee positions at ro

Sept 268' AGM. On the reverse is a members

form. (See page 7 for notice of '[H-FGI\/I.) Thanks to Kathleen for this lovel

) ) display at the recent CSSQ even
All memberships expire on 8®ep, but also have
3 month lag perioa expiring 31 December 2015.

The Management Committee & Membership forms are vitaPtdzNJ 3 bhBtidzialid@i
(S=ee the PositionsVacantpiece on page 1%.All of us bgether can ensure the GCSBS
continues, with just a few more needed to stand up and haveagorganising stuffif you
really cannotthen re-join. And getyour friends to come alon& maybe join alsbWe have
found our biggest and best form of promotion has begu ¢ the members.The majority
of visitors & guestsroutinely say that they heard of our events fromxistingmembersg
their friends, so thank you for that!

A HUGE thanks to Janice who mati from the kitchen recently. Another area we others
now need to and are stepping up just help a little bit each montk so we all can have a
great timeeach month See you at the ng¢ meeting.

J Shane Weston GCSBS.President@agmail.coPhone: 0408 247 208

We welcome this latestew memberto our society. We hope you enjoy your time

with us and encourage your participation in your group!

cSteée ! yYRSNE2Y

2015 Combin ed Orchid Society & GCSBS Event
Friday Sept4™ & Saturday 5 ™ September

Broadbeach ( Albert Waterways Community Centre)

Reserveyour Sel |l erd6s Tabl e
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No free ride...

From aconcerned member.

Being a member of our society comes at a cost the annual membership feer the
volunteer hours you put in to help the society run.

It's an expectation. An expectation that you will act with integrity and honesty.

Sadlythe lack of integrity and honesty of one or two members/guests on a recent bus trip
has been evidenced by the theft of several plants from our host member's garden. Other
valued members continue to lose plants at an alarming dateto the dishonesty of
individualson bustours that visit their nurseryand thencome back time and again to steal.

It is the whole, not the individual that will be punished as fewer & fewer people are
prepared to invite groups into their gardens and nurseries

It is due to tle dishonesty of the public that our hosts on the bus trip had previously
installed CCT cameras to detect JUST this thing.

So to those peoplerho continue to take advantage of given situations please remember,
even though no one has spokémyou- your actons don't go unnoticed.

We, as a societylon't have cameras at meetings but there are those volunteer members
who are providing security against theft. PLEASE don't make us have to approach YOU
doingthe wrong thing.
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DYCKIA

Reprinted with thanks,from the Bromeliad Societgf Houstonwebsite

Dyckias are generally one of the most cold hardy of all of the
Bromeliad genera. Those Dyckias are tough plants!

Dyckia is one of the genera in the subfamily Pitcairnioideae. This subfamily contains some
of the most primitive Bromeliad spess. Most Pitcairnioideae genera are saxicolous (living
on or around rocks) or terrestrial (growing in the ground), with Dyckias in both categories
(e.g. D. saxicola), although most are strictly terrestrial and all do well when grown as strict
terrestrials The majority of the approximately 120 different species of Dyckia are native to
central Brazil, with some being found in Uruguay, Paraguay, Argentina, and Bolivia. Most
are found growing among rocks in warm sunny areas ranging in altitude from setolevel
2000 meters.

The genus was introduced into Europe during the nineteenth ceratndywas named for
Prince von Salrdyck, an early expert on succulents. Although Dyckias have no internal
water storage tissue like true succulents, they are xerographicsandve long periods
without water by going dormant. Their rosette of thick succulent leaves will eventually wilt,
but recovery is rapid when watering is resumed. These plants are tough!

They will withstand more neglect than almost any other commonlyvaikd plant and still
pup and bloom every year. Their only demand is a little water and a lot of sunshine. In the
spring they bear multiple red, yellow or orange flowers on a thin stalk that emerges from
the side of the plant. The stalk length can rangmfrabout 10 centimetres for a small
species like D. choristaminea to more than 2 meters for D. maritima.

lf 0K2dAK (KS FTf26SNABR | NBSyQil I NBHS> 06SSax
plants themselves come in a range of colours (green, roseanatan, or silver), and a
variety of leaf shapes (long and thin, short and fat, deeply lobed, or almost smooth). In an
outdoor setting with considerable sunshine, these plants may be a welcome addition to
your garden.

; DGO TR
Dyckia fosteriana from Emboque Parana photo by C Gastaldi




For the most part, Dyckias an®t demanding in their culture. Generally the following

conditions work well.

Light:

They like full sunlight. 5000 foatindles, 50% shade, is probably
the least amount of sun that they can have and still flourish.

Temperature:

They prefer temperatures itine range of 4600 degrees
Fahrenheit, but they will withstand much lower and higher
temperatures. Most species will not be harmed by freezing
weather if they are planted in the ground and given minimal
protection.

Fertilizer:

Use a dilute fertilizer sation (¥4 strength or less) with every
watering spring through fall, but eliminate fertilizer during cold
weather. When plants are actively growing in strong light, it is
KFNR (2 20SNJ FSNIAtATS Iy §3
to suffer if they ae not fertilized, they just grow more slowly.

Water:

Although they will tolerate drought, they thrive on frequent
watering while actively growing, however keep plants on the di
side during cold weather or during periods of reduced light. In
the summertime they tend to dry out rapidly; it is helpful to
keep them in a shallow container of water.

Medium:

Grow in a heavy mix that contains water retaining polymers an
a large quantity of organic matter. A mix similar to what would
be used for a Cryptanthum aHechtiawould be appropriate.

Containers:

Dyckias probably do best when they are grown in the ground.
Their ability to take temperatures in the 2 degree range
makes them one of the best Bromeliads to use for landscaping
the Houston area. Theshould be able to take all but our most
severe winter weather with only minimal protection. If you do
choose to grow them in pots, use one that will accommodate tl
LI I yadQa fFNBS NR2G aeadaSvyo ¢
that is about as widas or wider than the plant itself. But
WARNING: usually the larger the pot and the more the fertilize
the bigger the plant.
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Entered by David Whipkey 3 : S A TN 3 "
Dyckia platyphylla ety Dad TRy Dyckia 'Brittle Star' - Best of Division IV Commercial — shown by

13th World Bromeliad Conference, Houston, Texas July 1 -5, 1998 14th World Bromeliad Conference, San Francisco, California June 26 - July 5, 2000 ird Rock Tropicals

'l -
Dyckia 'Red Devil' photo by Herb Plever

HAMC aSYOoOSNBKALhat RAISC k KR {

& gAft NBIdA NBF FBHE YRXSSNEKA 2] 2dzNJ Yy SE
hOlz2H@E8) 01 RIS TRNS FSI HilidzeBER WE M B BN V¥ S NY |
O

d

2 KSNBREYOS THMNREY YERAZNDA

02 F8F GdzNBR 2y 2 dzNIFESY O SNBKALI 6F R3S

Fdzf £ &St NH

2RISLIRQUWNB E St SOUNBYAOFEt & OAlF SYFAE 21
{. (2 {&LYSYTESN vdd2 dz O2 dzf R

Ay I LINRT SH

dzO0Sa & Fdz SyYDNES 2% (01 0SS YOKASNE oy |
LJGcS8 6 S NJ H
11



