
1 

Gold Coast Succulent & Bromeliad Society Inc.  
 

July - August   2015 # 4 - GCSBS 

BROMLINK   

  



2 

 
 

 

 
 

ð     CǊƻƴǘ /ƻǾŜǊ 5Ŝǘŀƛƭǎ     ð 
 

±ŜƭǾŜǘ 9ŎƘŜǾŜǊƛŀ - aŀŎǊƻ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜ ōȅ WŜŀƴŜǘǘŜ IŜƴǿƻƻŘ 
{ƴƻǿȅ aƻǳƴǘŀƛƴǎ όb{²ύ CǊƻǎǘ - aŀȅ нлмр ōȅ YŀǘƘƭŜŜƴ IŜƴŘŜǊǎƻƴ 

 

 

 
 

The Gold Coast Succulent and Bromeliad Society Inc. gives permission to all bromeliad societies to reprint 
articles in their journals provided proper acknowledgment is given to the original author and the Bromlink, 
and no contrary direction is published in the Bromlink. This permission does not apply to any other person 

or organisation without prior permission of the author. 
Opinions expressed in the publication are those of the individual contributors and may not necessarily 

reflect the opinions of the Gold Coast Succulent and Bromeliad Society Inc. or of the Editor.  
Authors are responsible for the accuracy of the information in their articles. 

 

Send your photographs for consideration of publication or even as the front cover feature! 
Articles are also VERY welcome & neededΧΦŜmail the Editor or President. 

 

D/{.{ ƛƴŎΦ .ǊƻƳƭƛƴƪ ŀƴŘ ²ŜōǎƛǘŜ !ŘǾŜǊǘƛǎƛƴƎ wŀǘŜǎ ǇŜǊ ƛǎǎǳŜ 
 

ѻ !р ǇŀƎŜ Ϸмл                         ѹ !р ǇŀƎŜ Ϸмр                         ҁ !р ǇŀƎŜ Ϸнр 
 

Cǳƭƭ !р ǇŀƎŜ Ϸпл ŜȄŎŜǇǘ ŦƻǊ ŀ Ŧǳƭƭ !р ōŀŎƪ ǇŀƎŜ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ϷрлΦ 
 

!ƭƭ ǊŀǘŜǎ ŀǳǘƻƳŀǘƛŎŀƭƭȅ ŜƴǘƛǘƭŜ ǘƘŜ ŀŘǾŜǊǘƛǎŜǊ ǘƻ ŀ ŦǊŜŜ D/{.{ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ ƳŜƴǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ 

ŘǳǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ .ǊƻƳƭƛƴƪ ƭƛǎǘƛƴƎΦ  !Řǎ ŦƻǊ ǎǳŎŎǳƭŜƴǘǎ ƻǊ ōǊƻƳŜƭƛŀŘǎ ƻǊ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘǎ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƭȅ 

ǊŜƭŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƎǊƻǿƛƴƎ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜƳŜƴǘǎ ǿƛƭƭ ƻƴƭȅ ōŜ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǇǳōƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴΦ 
 

/ƻƴǘŀŎǘΥ    D/{.{Φ.ǊƻƳƭƛƴƪϪƎƳŀƛƭΦŎƻƳ   ƻǊ   D/{.{ΦtǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘϪƎƳŀƛƭΦŎƻƳ                                                                                                             

/ǳǊǊŜƴǘ ±ƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊ /ƻƴǘŀŎǘǎ о  ²ƛƴǘŜǊ /ŀǊŜ ƻŦ .ǊƻƳŜƭƛŀŘǎ мн 

IŜŎƘǘƛŀ п  aŀŎǊƻ tƘƻǘƻƎǊŀǇƘȅ мо 

CƛǊŜ !ƴǘǎ р  tƻǎƛǘƛƻƴǎ ±ŀŎŀƴǘ мп 

{ƘŀƴŜ {ŀȅǎΧ с  .ǳǎ ϧ CƛŜƭŘ ¢ǊƛǇǎ мп 

!Da bƻǘƛŎŜ т  aȅ DŀǊŘŜƴ мс 

bƻ CǊŜŜ wƛŘŜΧ у  9ǳǇƘƻǊōƛŀǎ мт 

5ȅŎƪƛŀǎ ф  tǳȅŀ мф 

aŜƳōŜǊǎΩ /ƻƳǇŜǘƛǘƛƻƴ мм  {ƘƻǇǇƛƴƎ /ŜƴǘǊŜ {ŀƭŜǎ ϧ 5ƛǎǇƭŀȅǎ нл 

bŜȄǘ 9Řƛǘƛƻƴ ό{ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ - hŎǘƻōŜǊύ 5ŜŀŘƭƛƴŜΥ  мǎǘ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ 
 

9ŘƛǘƻǊΥ    ƎŎǎōǎΦōǊƻƳƭƛƴƪϪƎƳŀƛƭΦŎƻƳ 
 

mailto:GCSBS.Bromlink@gmail.com
mailto:GCSBS.President@gmail.com
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ǿǿǿΦƎŎǎōǎΦƻǊƎΦŀǳ 
 

DƻƭŘ /ƻŀǎǘ {ǳŎŎǳƭŜƴǘ ϧ .ǊƻƳŜƭƛŀŘ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅ LƴŎΦ όD/{.{ύ                                    
th .h· фпΣ {ƻǳǘƘǇƻǊǘ .ǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ /ŜƴǘǊŜ v[5 пнмр 
 

MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE  

President Shane Weston 
gcsbs.president@gmail.com 
Phone: 0408 247 208 

Vice President John Hodgkinson gcsbs.vicepresident@gmail.com 

Secretary Glenda Hodgson gcsbs.secretary@gmail.com 

Treasurer Lorraine Fox gcsbs.treasurer@gmail.com 

Memberships Gwen Wayland gcsbs.memberships@gmail.com 

Other Committee Members 
Carmon Burke, John Crawford, Julie Hewetson, Monica Mead, Rosemary Paton & 
Ann Schenk 

SUPPORT TEAM  

Bromlink Editor Jeanette Henwood gcsbs.bromlink@gmail.com 

Meeting Meet & Greet Ann & Harry Schenk 

Guest Speakers Narelle Aizlewood 

Librarians Jennifer Laurie & Jan Tobiano 

Publicity Lorraine Fox 

Sales Co-ordinator (Meetings) Jen Burrows & Wendy Perske gcsbs.sales@gmail.com 

Sales Team 
Andrew Cervenjak, Anna Cervenjak, Elizabeth Day, Janette Fowler, Eliza Hesse, 
Rosemary Paton & Carole Solomon 

Sale Barcodes Julie Hewetson & Jeanette Henwood gcsbs.barcodes@gmail.com 

Sales Stewards Barb Adams, Carmon Burke, Norma Fleet & Helen Mueller 

Sales Support Graeme Synold, John Gaddes & Rob Kelly 

Refreshments Janice I'Anson 

Raffles Rosie Kelly 

Off-Site Sales Co-ordinator Glenda Hodgson 

Off-Site Salesô Convenors Berice Bragg, John Crawford, John & Pam Gaddes 

Bus Trips & Field Days Narelle Aizlewood 

Supplies Table Graeme & Judy Symonds of The Orchid Den  (PH: 0411 020 563) 

Internet Administrator Shane Weston gcsbs.website@gmail.com 

LIFE MEMBERS  

Narelle Aizlewood, Graham Besgrove, John Catlan, Genny Catlan, Wendy Hansen, Mary Nicholson & Neville Ryan 

/ǳǊǊŜƴǘ ±ƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊ /ƻƴǘŀŎǘǎ 

file:///C:/Users/Shane/GCSBS%20General%20Google%20Drive/Shanez%20Stuff/President%20-%20SW/March%20&%20April%20Bromlink%20-%20My%20Contributions/www.gcsbs.org.au
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HECHTIA 

Hechtia is a small genus of bromeliad. While many other 
bromeliad genera have hundreds of species, Hechtia boasts 
only fifty. There are several unique features to the Hechtia 
genus that makes it stand out among other bromeliads. Many 
of these features make them excellent landscaping or outdoor 
container plants.  

TERRESTRIAL 

Hechtia are terrestrial and should be potted or planted in the ground 
instead of mounted. Their sandy, rocky home terrain should be 
mimicked when planted. Use gritty potting mix that is well draining. 
Adding some coarse sand, perlite, or small stones to regular potting mix 
should provide appropriate drainage for these plants.  

 

WATER 

To keep them growing quickly and healthily, water them regularly during the spring and 
summer growing season. Allow the potting mix to dry a bit between watering as too much 
water can cause rot. In the winter, hold back on the water. It is better for the plant to be 
too dry than too wet. 

LIGHT 

Hechtia love sunlight. They are tougher than other bromeliads which are usually burned by 
direct sunlight. Hechtia have special scales on their leaves that reflect the sun to prevent 
burning. They can survive in up to 50% shade but their unique, bright colors will not be as 
vivid and flowering may be prohibited.  For the best results Hechtia should be planted 
where they will get as much sunlight as possible 

SIZE 

Some of the Hechtia species can grow incredibly large. There are other 
species, such as  Hechtia lyman-smithii that are much smaller. These 
small species grow only 20-25 cm  wide but often form large tight 
clumps. 

Hechtia will usually grow as large as the container they are planted in. When planted as a 
pup, these bromeliads grow quickly and should be repotted every year until they reach 
maturity. It can take up to three years or more for a plant to reach maturity. 

όǊŜǇǊƛƴǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǇŀǊǘ ŦǊƻƳ ƘǘǘǇΥκκǿǿǿΦōǊƻƳŜƭƛŀŘǎΦƛƴŦƻΦŎƻƳ ύ 

Hechtia scariousa 

http://www.bromeliads.info.com/
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Fire ant  sightings spike as the imported pest marches toward the Coast  
 

       ROBYN WUTH          Gold Coast Sun          July 2015 

 
REPORTED fire ant sightings 
have increased by 70 per cent as 
the imported pest continues its 
march across southeast 
Queensland.  
 
National Red Imported Fire Ant 
Eradication Program director 
Sarah Corcoran said there had 
ōŜŜƴ ŀƴ άǳƴǇǊŜŎŜŘŜƴǘŜŘ 
community resǇƻƴǎŜέ ǎƛƴŎŜ 
March this year. 
 

Biosecurity Queensland (BQ) revealed several fire ant nests had been detected in the 
northern corridor at Ormeau. 
 
The fire ant is the most aggressive in the world, swarming victims in seconds and biting 
repeatedly, causing red welts and a pustule that fades in a couple days. 
 
In an estimated 5 per cent of cases, fire ants can cause death from allergic reaction. BQ 
launched an aerial surveillance operation in search of other nests and urged residents to 
check properties for the pests. 
 
ά¢ƘŜ ŜŦŦŜŎǘ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŀƳŀȊƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ улл ǊŜǇƻǊǘǎ ƻŦ ǎǳǎǇƛŎƛƻǳǎ ŀƴǘǎ ōȅ ŜǾŜǊȅŘŀȅ 
Ψŀƴǘ ŘŜǘŜŎǘƛǾŜǎΩΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ŀ тл ǇŜǊ ŎŜƴǘ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜ ƻƴ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƴƻǊƳŀƭƭȅ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜΦ ²Ŝ 
made more than 400 new detections of colonies because of vigilant residents looking for 
ŀƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ǊŜǇƻǊǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƻ ǳǎΣέ aǎ /ƻǊŎƻǊŀƴ ǎŀƛŘΦ 
 
Since the campaign began in March, more than 120,000 people have viewed fire ant 
ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ǾƛŘŜƻǎΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ǾƛŜǿŜŘ ƻƴ .ƛƻǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ vǳŜŜƴǎƭŀƴŘΩǎ ¸ƻǳ¢ǳōŜ ŎƘŀƴƴŜƭΦ 
ά[ŀǎǘ ƳƻƴǘƘΣ a community member was prompted by a fire ant sign at Cedar Creek to check 
Ƙƛǎ ŀǊŜŀ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǇƻǊǘΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƭŜŘ ǳǎ ǘƻ ŀ ǎƛƴƎƭŜ Ŏƻƭƻƴȅ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ŀƭǎƻ ǘǊŜŀǘŜŘΣέ ǎƘŜ ǎŀƛŘΦ 
 
The eradication program will use the intelligence gathered by field teams and public reports 
to adjust aerial surveillance. 
 
ά²ƛǘƘ ƭƻŎŀƭ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘƛƴƎ ǎǳǎǇƛŎƛƻǳǎ ƴŜǎǘǎ ŀƴŘ ŀƴǘǎΣ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ŎƻǊƴŜǊ 
ŦƛǊŜ ŀƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǿƛǇŜ ǘƘŜƳ ƻǳǘΣ ƻƴŜ ƴŜǎǘ ŀǘ ŀ ǘƛƳŜΣέ ǎƘŜ ǎŀƛŘΦ 
 
Visit daf.qld.gov.au/fireants or call 13 25 23. 
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We welcome this latest new member to our society. We hope you enjoy your time 
with us and encourage your participation in your group!  

{ƘŀƴŜ {ŀȅǎΧ 
 
Hello Succulent and Brom loversΣ ŎǊƛƪŜȅ ƛǘΩǎ ŎƻƭŘΗ 
 
Imagine how our broms are feeling! Cold & wet is 
not a good thing for bromeliads. So watch them. 
 
¸ƻǳΩƭƭ ǎŜŜ two loose leaf inserts included with this 
.ǊƻƳƭƛƴƪ ŜŘƛǘƛƻƴΦ ! ²ƘŀǘΩǎ hƴ ŦƭȅŜǊ - handy for your 
fridge or home notice board. And also a nomination 
form for Management Committee positions at our 
Sept 26th AGM. On the reverse is a membership 
form. (See page 7 for notice of the AGM.) 
 
All memberships expire on 30th Sep, but also have a 
3 month lag period ς expiring 31st December 2015. 
 
The Management Committee & Membership forms are vital to ƻǳǊ ƎǊƻǳǇΩǎ continuation. 
(See the Positions Vacant piece on page 14.) All of us together can ensure the GCSBS 
continues, with just a few more needed to stand up and have go at organising stuff. If you 
really cannot then re-join. And get your friends to come along & maybe join also! We have 
found our biggest and best form of promotion has been you ς the members. The majority 
of visitors & guests routinely say that they heard of our events from existing members ς 
their friends, so thank you for that! 
 
A HUGE thanks to Janice who retired from the kitchen recently. Another area we others 
now need to and are stepping up to just help a little bit each month ς so we all can have a 
great time each month!                                                                       See you at the next meeting. 
 
J Shane Weston   GCSBS.President@gmail.com Phone: 0408 247 208 

 

CŜƭȅ !ƴŘŜǊǎƻƴ 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

2015 Combin ed Orchid Society & GCSBS Event  
 

Friday  Sept 4 th & Saturday 5 th September  
 

Broadbeach (  Albert Waterways Community Centre)  
 

Reserve you r Sellerõs Table now! 

Thanks to Kathleen for this lovely 
display at the recent CSSQ event. 

mailto:GCSBS.President@gmail.com
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Î  нлмр -- отǘƘ !Da -- bh¢L/9 ¢h a9a.9w{  Î 
 

bƻǘƛŎŜ ƛǎ ƘŜǊŜōȅ ƎƛǾŜƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ !ƴƴǳŀƭ DŜƴŜǊŀƭ aŜŜǘƛƴƎ ό!Daύ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ DƻƭŘ /ƻŀǎǘ {ǳŎŎǳƭŜƴǘ 
ŀƴŘ .ǊƻƳŜƭƛŀŘ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅ LƴŎΦΣ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƘŜƭŘ ƻƴ {ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅΣ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ нсǘƘ нлмр ŀǘ ǘƘŜ 
IŜƭŜƴǎǾŀƭŜ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ /ŜƴǘǊŜΣ 5ƛǎŎƻǾŜǊȅ 5ǊƛǾŜΣ IŜƭŜƴǎǾŀƭŜ v[5Φ 
 

!ƭƭ aŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ /ƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜ Ǉƻǎƛǘƛƻƴǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŘŜŎƭŀǊŜŘ ǾŀŎŀƴǘ ŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ !Da ŀƴŘ ƴƻƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴǎ 
ŀǊŜ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ŀƴȅ ŦƛƴŀƴŎƛŀƭ ƳŜƳōŜǊ όŀǎ ƻƴ нсǘƘ {ŜǇǘ нлмрύ ǘƻ ǎǘŀƴŘ ŦƻǊ ŜƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜǎŜ 
ǇƻǎƛǘƛƻƴǎΦ 
 

/ƭƻǎƛƴƎ ŘŀǘŜ ŦƻǊ ƴƻƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ aŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ /ƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜ ƛǎ {ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅ мфǘƘ {ŜǇǘ нлмрΣ 
ŀƴŘ Ƴǳǎǘ ōŜ ŘŜǘŀƛƭŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ bƻƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ CƻǊƳ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ŀǎ ŀƴ ƛƴǎŜǊǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘƛǎ .ǊƻƳƭƛƴƪΦ 
 
bƻƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊƳǎ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ǇƻǎǘŜŘ ǘƻΥ D/{.{ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΣ th .ƻȄ фпΣ {ƻǳǘƘǇƻǊǘ .ǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ 
/ŜƴǘǊŜ v[5 пнмрΣ ƻǊ ƘŀƴŘŜŘ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƭȅ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΦ  
 

!ƴȅ ƳŜƳōŜǊ ƴƻǘ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ŀǘǘŜƴŘ ǘƘŜ !Da Ƴŀȅ ǾƻǘŜ ōȅ ƭƻŘƎƛƴƎ ŀ ŎƭŜŀǊƭȅ ǿƻǊŘŜŘ ǇǊƻȄȅ Ǿƛŀ 
Ǉƻǎǘ ƻǊ ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ ǇǊƛƻǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳŜƴŎŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ !DaΦ 
 

!D9b5! Chw !bb¦![ D9b9w![ a99¢LbDΦ 
- aƛƴǳǘŜǎ ƻŦ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎ !Da 
- .ǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ ŀǊƛǎƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘƻǎŜ ƳƛƴǳǘŜǎ 
- tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΩǎ wŜǇƻǊǘ 
- ¢ǊŜŀǎǳǊŜǊΩǎ wŜǇƻǊǘ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ tǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ !ǳŘƛǘƻǊΩǎ wŜǇƻǊǘ ŀƴŘ !ŘƻǇǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ 
CƛƴŀƴŎƛŀƭ {ǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘ 

- !ǇǇƻƛƴǘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ !ǳŘƛǘƻǊ 
- aŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ /ƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜ 9ƭŜŎǘƛƻƴǎ ōȅ wŜǘǳǊƴƛƴƎ hŦŦƛŎŜǊ 
- DŜƴŜǊŀƭ .ǳǎƛƴŜǎǎΥ !ƴȅ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƳŀǘǘŜǊόǎύ ŦƻǊ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƻƴ ŀǎ ƭƻŘƎŜŘ ōȅ ŦƛƴŀƴŎƛŀƭ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ 
ƛƴ ǿǊƛǘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ ōȅ {ŀǘ мфǘƘ {ŜǇ нлмрΦ 

 
ϝ tƭŜŀǎŜ ƴƻǘŜ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀōƭŜ ōȅ-ƭŀǿǎΦ 

 
1. Lƴ ŀŎŎƻǊŘŀƴŎŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ aƻŘŜƭ wǳƭŜǎ ϧ .ȅ-[ŀǿǎΣ ŀƭƭ aŜƳōŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ aŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ 
/ƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜ Ƴǳǎǘ ōŜ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ŦƛƴŀƴŎƛŀƭ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ǘƻ ƘƻƭŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǇƻǎƛǘƛƻƴΦ 

2. hƴƭȅ ŦƛƴŀƴŎƛŀƭ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅ Ŏŀƴ ǾƻǘŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ !DaΦ 
3. ¢ƘŜ ŎƻƴǎŜŎǳǘƛǾŜ ǘŜǊƳǎ ƻŦ ƻŦŦƛŎŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ Ǉƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǇǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΣ ǘǊŜŀǎǳǊŜǊ ƻǊ ǎŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅ ƛǎ 
ƭƛƳƛǘŜŘ ǘƻ ŀ ƳŀȄƛƳǳƳ ƻŦ ǘƘǊŜŜ ŎƻƴǎŜŎǳǘƛǾŜ ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀǘ ŀƴȅ ƻƴŜ ǘƛƳŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ 
ǇƻǎƛǘƛƻƴΦ  

! ƭƻƻǎŜ ƭŜŀŦ ƴƻƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊƳ ƛǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘƛǎ .ǊƻƳƭƛƴƪ ŜŘƛǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǳǎŀƎŜ ǿƘŜƴ 

ƴƻƳƛƴŀǘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ŀƴȅ ǇƻǎƛǘƛƻƴΦ 

!ƭǎƻ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ƛǎ ŀ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇ ǊŜƴŜǿŀƭ ŦƻǊƳ ŦƻǊ мκмлκмр ς олκлфκнлмс 
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No free ride... 
From a concerned member. 

Being a member of our society comes at a cost, not the annual membership fee or the 

volunteer hours you put in to help the society run. 

It's an expectation. An expectation that you will act with integrity and honesty. 

Sadly, the lack of integrity and honesty of one or two members/guests on a recent bus trip 

has been evidenced by the theft of several plants from our host member's garden. Other 

valued members continue to lose plants at an alarming rate due to the dishonesty of 

individuals on bus tours that visit their nursery, and then come back time and again to steal. 

It is the whole, not the individual that will be punished as fewer & fewer people are 

prepared to invite groups into their gardens and nurseries  

It is due to the dishonesty of the public that our hosts on the bus trip had previously 

installed CCT cameras to detect JUST this thing. 

So to those people who continue to take advantage of given situations please remember, 

even though no one has spoken to you - your actions don't go unnoticed.  

We, as a society, don't have cameras at meetings but there are those volunteer members 

who are providing security against theft. PLEASE don't make us have to approach YOU 

doing the wrong thing. 
 

 
 

ƭŀƴǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ aƻƴǘƘ  

aŜƳōŜǊǎ ŀǊŜ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜŘ ǘƻ ōǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǎǇŜŎƛƳŜƴǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ Ǉƭŀƴǘǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 
ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀōƭŜ ƳƻƴǘƘϥǎ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ōǊŀƎκǎƘƻǿ ŀƴŘ ǘŜƭƭΦ tƭŀƴǘǎ Řƻ ƴƻǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ƛƴ ŦƭƻǿŜǊΦ 
²Ŝ ŀƭǎƻ ƎǊƻǿ ŦƻǊ ŦƻƭƛŀƎŜΗ 
 

Wǳƭȅ 5ȅŎƪƛŀΣ IŜŎƘǘƛŀΣ tǳȅŀ ϧ ŀƴȅ {ǳŎŎǳƭŜƴǘ 

!ǳƎǳǎǘ !ŜŎƘƳŜŀΣ hǊǘƘƻǇƘȅǘǳƳ ϧ ŀƴȅ {ǳŎŎǳƭŜƴǘ 

{ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ .ƛƭƭōŜǊƎƛŀΣ ±ǊƛŜǎŜŀ ϧ ŀƴȅ {ǳŎŎǳƭŜƴǘ 

hŎǘƻōŜǊ /ŀƴƛǎǘǊǳƳΣ bŜƻǊŜƎŜƭƛŀΣ bƛŘǳƭŀǊƛǳƳ ϧ ŀƴȅ {ǳŎŎǳƭŜƴǘ 

bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ !ƴȅ .ǊƻƳŜƭƛŀŘ ƎŜƴŜǊŀ ƴƻǘ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎƭȅ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜŘ ϧ ŀƴȅ {ǳŎŎǳƭŜƴǘΦ 
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DYCKIA 

Reprinted with thanks, from the Bromeliad Society of Houston website 

Dyckias are generally one of the most cold hardy of all of the 
Bromeliad genera. Those Dyckias are tough plants! 

Dyckia is one of the genera in the subfamily Pitcairnioideae. This subfamily contains some 
of the most primitive Bromeliad species. Most Pitcairnioideae genera are saxicolous (living 
on or around rocks) or terrestrial (growing in the ground), with Dyckias in both categories 
(e.g. D. saxicola), although most are strictly terrestrial and all do well when grown as strict 
terrestrials. The majority of the approximately 120 different species of Dyckia are native to 
central Brazil, with some being found in Uruguay, Paraguay, Argentina, and Bolivia. Most 
are found growing among rocks in warm sunny areas ranging in altitude from sea level to 
2000 meters. 

The genus was introduced into Europe during the nineteenth century and was named for 
Prince von Salm-Dyck, an early expert on succulents. Although Dyckias have no internal 
water storage tissue like true succulents, they are xerographic and survive long periods 
without water by going dormant. Their rosette of thick succulent leaves will eventually wilt, 
but recovery is rapid when watering is resumed. These plants are tough! 

They will withstand more neglect than almost any other commonly cultivated plant and still 
pup and bloom every year. Their only demand is a little water and a lot of sunshine. In the 
spring they bear multiple red, yellow or orange flowers on a thin stalk that emerges from 
the side of the plant. The stalk length can range from about 10 centimetres for a small 
species like D. choristaminea to more than 2 meters for D. maritima. 

!ƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ŦƭƻǿŜǊǎ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ƭŀǊƎŜΣ ōŜŜǎΣ ǿŀǎǇǎ ŀƴŘ ƘǳƳƳƛƴƎōƛǊŘǎ ŦƛƴŘ ǘƘŜƳ ŀǘǘǊŀŎǘƛǾŜΦ ¢ƘŜ 
plants themselves come in a range of colours (green, rose, maroon, tan, or silver), and a 
variety of leaf shapes (long and thin, short and fat, deeply lobed, or almost smooth). In an 
outdoor setting with considerable sunshine, these plants may be a welcome addition to 
your garden. 
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For the most part, Dyckias are not demanding in their culture. Generally the following 
conditions work well. 

Light: They like full sunlight. 5000 foot-candles, 50% shade, is probably 
the least amount of sun that they can have and still flourish. 

Temperature: 

They prefer temperatures in the range of 40-90 degrees 
Fahrenheit, but they will withstand much lower and higher 
temperatures. Most species will not be harmed by freezing 
weather if they are planted in the ground and given minimal 
protection. 

Fertilizer: 

Use a dilute fertilizer solution (¼ strength or less) with every 
watering spring through fall, but eliminate fertilizer during cold 
weather. When plants are actively growing in strong light, it is 
ƘŀǊŘ ǘƻ ƻǾŜǊ ŦŜǊǘƛƭƛȊŜ ŀƴ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ǇƭŀƴǘΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŀǇǇŜŀǊ 
to suffer if they are not fertilized, they just grow more slowly. 

Water: 

Although they will tolerate drought, they thrive on frequent 
watering while actively growing, however keep plants on the dry 
side during cold weather or during periods of reduced light. In 
the summer time they tend to dry out rapidly; it is helpful to 
keep them in a shallow container of water. 

Medium: 
Grow in a heavy mix that contains water retaining polymers and 
a large quantity of organic matter. A mix similar to what would 
be used for a Cryptanthus or a Hechtia would be appropriate. 

Containers: 

Dyckias probably do best when they are grown in the ground. 
Their ability to take temperatures in the 15-20 degree range 
makes them one of the best Bromeliads to use for landscaping in 
the Houston area. They should be able to take all but our most 
severe winter weather with only minimal protection. If you do 
choose to grow them in pots, use one that will accommodate the 
ǇƭŀƴǘΩǎ ƭŀǊƎŜ Ǌƻƻǘ ǎȅǎǘŜƳΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ƻƴŜ Ǉƭŀƴǘ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǇǇǊŜŎƛŀǘŜǎ ŀ Ǉƻǘ 
that is about as wide as or wider than the plant itself. But 
WARNING: usually the larger the pot and the more the fertilizer 
the bigger the plant. 

 



11 

{ha9 5̧ /YL! tIh¢h{ΧΦΦ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

нлмс aŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇ .ŀŘƎŜ tƘƻǘƻ - /hat9¢L¢Lhb 

²Ŝ ǿƛƭƭ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜ ƴŜǿ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇ ōŀŘƎŜǎ ŀǎ ǿŜ ƳƻǾŜ ƛƴǘƻ ƻǳǊ ƴŜȄǘ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇ ȅŜŀǊ ŦǊƻƳ 

мǎǘ hŎǘƻōŜǊΦ ¢ƘŜ ōŀŘƎŜ ŦƻǊ ƴŜȄǘ ȅŜŀǊ ƛǎ ŘǳŜ ǘƻ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜ ŀ ōǊƻƳŜƭƛŀŘ ǘƘƛǎ ǘƛƳŜ ς ǿŜ ŀƭǘŜǊƴŀǘŜ 

ǎǳŎŎǳƭŜƴǘǎ ϧ ōǊƻƳŜƭƛŀŘǎΦ 

{ƻ ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ ŎƘŀƴŎŜ ŦƻǊ ŀ ƳŜƳōŜǊΩǎ ōǊƻƳ ǇƘƻǘƻ 

ǘƻ ōŜ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜŘ ƻƴ ƻǳǊ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇ ōŀŘƎŜ - ŦƻǊ ŀ 

Ŧǳƭƭ ȅŜŀǊΗ 

[ƻŘƎŜ ȅƻǳǊ ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜǎ ŜƭŜŎǘǊƻƴƛŎŀƭƭȅ Ǿƛŀ ŜƳŀƛƭ ƻǊ 

¦{. ǘƻ {ƘŀƴŜ ōȅ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ мфǘƘ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳ ŎƻǳƭŘ 

ǿƛƴ ŀ ǇǊƛȊŜΗ 

 

¢ƘŜ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŦǳƭ ŜƴǘǊȅ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŎƘƻǎŜƴ ōȅ ŀ ǾƻǘŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƛƴ ŀǘǘŜƴŘŀƴŎŜ ŀǘ ƻǳǊ !Da 

ƻƴ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ нсǘƘΦ�� 


