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Front Cover Details



GCSBS Life Member, Genny Catlan with her Aechmea Alvin (blanchetiana hybrid) variegated.
Photograph by Jiri Stiller

Next Edition (March - April) Contribution’s Deadline: 1st March
Editor: gcsbs.bromlink@gmail.com
The Gold Coast Succulent and Bromeliad Society Inc. gives permission to all bromeliads societies to reprint
articles in their journals provided proper acknowledgment is given to the original author and the Bromlink,
and no contrary direction is published in the Bromlink. This permission does not apply to any other person
or organisation without prior permission of the author.
Opinions expressed in the publication are those of the individual contributor and may not necessarily reflect
the opinions of the Gold Coast Succulent and Bromeliad Society Inc. or of the Editor.
Authors are responsible for the accuracy of the information in their articles.

Send your photographs for consideration of publication or even as the front cover feature!
Articles are also VERY welcome & needed….email the Editor or President.
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UPCOMING MEETINGS’ HIGHLIGHTS
JANUARY – General Meeting – Saturday 24th
MAIN EVENT: ‘The GCSBS Annual Quiz’ with Quizmaster Jen Burrows.
Members are invited to participate in another fun, multiple-choice quiz
about our beloved succulents and bromeliads. This event promises to be an
entertaining, educational and relaxing way to start the New Year. The 2015
quiz winner will be presented with the perpetual, champion crown. Who will
that be? NB. Please bring a pen or two.
Previous Quiz winners since inception:
2014 Shane Weston, 2013 Olive Trevor, 2012 Kerry Tate, 2011 Shane Weston.
Feature Event: ‘Tropical Gardens and some Favourite Tropical Plants’ by
Dennis Hundscheidt. Dennis’s talk will be a great way for us to learn about his
ideas and thoughts before we visit his garden as part of our Feb 21st bus trip.

FEBRUARY – General Meeting – Saturday 28th
MAIN EVENT: ‘Beautiful Billbergia’ with Greg Aizlewood. Greg
will show us some of his own hybrids, imports and provide
growing hints & tips.
Feature Event: ‘Preparing & presenting bromeliads for show’
with Narelle Aizlewood. This talk will help us with some valuable
ideas on how to show our plants to their best!
AND…the John & Genny Talk Show

AND…Guest Seller, Shane Zaghini

MARCH – General Meeting – Saturday 28th
MAIN EVENT: ‘Growing Tillandsia’ with Neville Ryan. Nev, a GCSBS Life
Member, will talk to us about how to mount Tillandsia and provide the
best conditions to maximise their beauty.
Feature Event: ‘Preparing & presenting succulents for show’ with
Kathleen Henderson. This talk will help us with some valuable ideas on
how to show our plants to their best!
AND…the John & Genny Talk Show
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Hello everyone and welcome to 2015 – it’s going
to be a big year I think! Let’s all join together to
make it the best fun year yet for the GCSBS!
As usual we are kicking off the year with the
Annual Quiz. Then in April we will be conducting
our Expo & Popular Vote competition. This
Bromlink issue is full of info on the Expo and I
strongly encourage all members to participate in
the show. (Narelle & Kathleen will be coaching us
on how to present our plants to show their best!)

Part of the ‘Kelly Gang’s’ stunning garden.

April will also see the 18th Australasian Bromeliad Conference, Bromsmatta, held in
Parramatta, Sydney. If you’ve never been to one of these events, this is the perfect time to
attend. Sydney is not that far to travel & it will be very informative – see the list of
speakers! Check out the info in this edition or ask me if you have any questions. These are
tremendous events for bromeliad lovers.
As we embark upon this year, we are alarmingly down in member numbers. Admittedly we
do ‘pick-up’ some new members during the year, but it is of concern to me that we have
just had 27 existing members who did not renew their membership for 2015. What are we
doing wrong? Was it the move to Helensvale? Or hopefully folks have just been slack and
will renew soon! But if existing members can bring a friend along this year, encourage
people to join & spread the good word succulents & bromeliads, please do! Or have a chat
to me about ways we might be able to do things differently.
I thought I’d try an insert flyer of ‘What’s On’ for your fridge with this issue…now how to
get some input from more members? Pictures, words, wanted you name it we’ll probably
publish it!
And a huge big 0 birthday to John Hodgson for Jan 9th
Ok, let’s get cracking and do this year hey!
 Shane Weston GCSBS.President@gmail.com
Phone: 0408 247 208
PS: I’d like to wish Kathleen Henderson all the best for her trip
and presentations at the NZ C&S Conference at the end of
February this year. You’ll be a great hit Hendo!
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Photos by
Elizabeth

Photo & Plants by Merrilyn Whitehead

Christmas 2014 Meeting

The Orchid Den will be in attendance
at our February monthly meeting.
Pre booking of your supplies is always
welcome!
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The Need for Pollinators
( Reprinted from FNCBSG April 2011 )
A list of pollinators follows: Wind, gravity, water, birds, flying foxes, possums, rodents, bees
(European and 50-60 native varieties), moths, butterflies, ants, other insects, and many
more. Pollination is at best a chancy process. The problem is exacerbated here in Australia
where the broms are not native. Because of this our regular pollinators are a little out of
sorts. The plants are strange to them, and with different flowering seasons.
The fact that we rarely see seedlings developing in our gardens, and that the most
prominent reproduction method is via offsets, leads one to the conclusion that Australian
pollinators are inefficient at this stage of the bromeliad’s introduction to the country.
However, natural pollination does occur and therefore a discussion of bromeliad attractors
for pollinators is not entirely excessive. Shape, colour and odour are used as attractors by
bromeliads.
Many groups of flowers e.g. Alcantareas and Vrieseas have elongated tubular flowers with
deep-seated nectar scales, which are custom built for long beaked honeyeaters and
hummingbirds. Many broms flower in the cool of night and are suitably perfumed. One
would think these flowers would be attended by moths, insects, rodents and possums.
During the heat of the day it is the colour that attracts the pollinators, as well as the water
filled tanks of many broms. Bromeliads such as Neoregelias flush red near the centre of the
rosette on flowering, an assistance in attracting these pollinators to the small flowers. Bees,
butterflies, and other insects are the prevalent pollinators in this case.
As an aside, Anthocyanins are what cause some Bromeliads to flush a vivid red just before
and during pollination but can revert to the original green. Anthocyanins also act like a
sunblock and are produced in response to exposure of the plant to UV radiation, protecting
the plants DNA from damage by sunlight, much the same way as we humans suntan in
strong light.
The permanent reds to violet pigments in plants are Betacyanins.
Betacyanins and Anthocyanis have never been found in the same plant as they are distinctly
different.

Australia Day will be celebrated at our
January 24th General Meeting.
~ Prizes for the best dressed ~
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The Need for Pollinators cont’d….Editor’s note:
In my garden, a large Alcantarea imperialis Rubra
(which I won at the Christmas raffle at Robina in
2008?) has flowered and is hugely attractive to the
blue-headed honeyeaters, scarlet honey eaters and
other birds which I can’t identify.
The birds climb on and over the bracts to reach the
flowers, sometimes working upside down to reach
the nectar. Some pollination may have occurred – we
will have to wait and see.
The plant withstood some wild weather, but finally
the weight and height of the 3 metre tall flower spike
succumbed to strong winds and the entire plant was
blown over, roots and all.
It is now sitting along the river bank, still attracting
birds.

(Shane says WOW!)

UPCOMING SHOPPING CENTRE DISPLAY & SALES’ EVENTS
 Tweed Mall Shopping Centre
February – Thursday 12th, Friday 13th & Saturday 14th

 Logan Hyperdome Shopping Centre *
February –CANCELLED
Thursday 12th, Friday 13th and Saturday 14th

 The Pines (Elanora) Shopping Centre
March – Thursday 5th, Friday 6th and Saturday 7th
* Logan dates to be confirmed
Members with 3 or more months' membership can add their name to the list of sellers for any of the above venues
and dates. This register is available at each monthly general meeting. Of course there are certain guidelines to be
followed when representing us at these venues. For more information please contact Glenda Hodgson.
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lants of the Month
Members are encouraged to bring their specimens of these plants to the
applicable month's meeting for brag/show and tell. Plants do not have to be in flower. We
also grow for foliage!
January

Catopsis, Hohenbergia, Neoregelia & any Succulent

February

Aechmea, Billbergia & any Succulent

March

Tillandsia, Vriesea & any Succulent

April

Alcantarea, Cryptanthus, Neoregelia & any Succulent

May

Bromeliad Intergenerics, Guzmania & any Succulent

June

Quesnelia, Tillandsia & any Succulent

July

Dyckia, Hechtia, Puya & any Succulent

August

Aechmea, Orthophytum & any Succulent

September

Billbergia, Vriesea & any Succulent

October

Canistrum, Neoregelia, Nidularium & any Succulent

November

Any Bromeliad genera not previously featured & any Succulent.

< Aechmea Kent’s Vista
by Rob & Rosie Kelly


Quesnelia ‘Tim Plowman’
by Rob & Rosie Kelly >
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→ 2015 Bromeliad & Succulent Expo ←
Will be on 9am – 3pm Saturday April 11th @ the
Carrara Community Centre, Neilsens Rd
Quite a few GCSBS members will be attending the 18th Australasian Bromeliad
Conference, Bromsmatta, in Sydney from April 16th. Book your spot NOW!!
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- Sat 11th April 2015 - 9am to 3pm - Carrara Community Centre Selling & Setup
o Only financial members who have attended a minimum of 5 General Meetings in the
previous 12 months are eligible to sell plants at this show. Exception requests are
available - in writing to the President.
o Sales' table orders must be lodged by 1st April with Shane Weston.
o Succulents, Bromeliads and Tropical Plants only should be available for sale.
o The Society's commission on member's Expo sales will be the usual 10% and regular
sales guidelines will apply to this event.
o Set up for plant sales & display will be from 3pm until 6pm on Friday 10th April, and
also on Saturday morning 11th April from 7am until 830am.
o No sales, display or competition plants may be removed or packed away prior to 3pm.
o Members selling plants at the show should provide quality plants for the display.

Popular Vote Competition:

(Category list on next page)
Registrations will only be available from 4-6pm on Friday evening (April 10th) and again
from 7-8am on Saturday morning. This will permit adequate time for plant display.
Please print clearly on the registration form and present this form with your plants. You
don’t have to register your plants in person. A friend may do this for you. Please indicate
the category you are entering, the plant name and remember to write your name on the
top of the sheet! Registration forms will be available later - but start preparing your
plants now! 
Three perpetual trophies will also be awarded as part of the Popular Vote Competition;
 An overall bromeliad winner - The Roly Reilly Perpetual Trophy
 An overall succulent winner - The Kathleen Henderson Perpetual Trophy
 Judge’s Choice Best in Show - Trophy donated by The Orchid Den
Popular Vote Competition Standards:





Only GCSBS financial members can enter.
There must be no member identifying marks on any competition entries.
Plants entered must have been owned by the exhibitor for at least six months
Pots and potting mix are to be dry with tank bromeliads empty of water.
 Single members/family members may enter up to three (3) plants in each class
 First, second and third place recognition ribbons/medals will be awarded in each class
“Our Society recognises a succulent plant as one which has
the capacity to store moisture in its leaves, stems or roots or combinations of these.”
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Gold Coast Succulent & Bromeliad Society Inc.

2015 Expo Popular Vote Competition Categories
CATEGORY NUMBERS FOR SUCCULENTS
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

1 Potted succulent with leaves
1 Potted succulent without leaves (not a dormant plant)
Specimen succulent – 3 or more plants connected by an intact root
Succulent - Bowl Garden
Succulent(s) growing in any container
Variegated succulent – single specimen plant

CATEGORY NUMBERS FOR BROMELIADS
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.

Aechmea
Billbergia
Cryptanthus
Neoregelia - large over and above 200mm.
Neoregelia - mini under 200mm.
Any other Bromelioideae
Dyckia & Hechtia
Any other Pitcairnoideae
Tillandsia
Vriesea
Any other Tillandsioideae
Bi-generic
Specimen - any genus ( A specimen is defined as a clump of 3 or more plants
connected by a common rhizome)

CATEGORY NUMBERS FOR DECORATIVE/ARTISTIC
20. Succulent or Bromeliad Decorative Display
(driftwood and glue for example, but not solely restricted to those)
21. Succulent or Bromeliad Artistic Display
(multimedia, painting or photographic, but not solely restricted to those)
This is not a ‘show judged’ event.
It is a popular vote, with all Expo attendees able to vote – members & guests.
12

Bromeliad Genera for Popular Vote Competition entries
Bromelioideae
 Acanthostachys
 Aechmea
 Ananas
 Androlepis
 Araeococcus
 Billbergia
 Bromelia
 Canistropsis
 Canistrum
 Cryptanthus
 Deinacanthon
 Disteganthus
 Edmundoa
 Eduandrea
 Fascicularia
 Fernseea
 Greigia
 Hohenbergia
 Hohenbergiopsis
 Lymania
 Neoglaziovia
 Neoregelia
 Nidularium
 Ochagavia
 Orthophytum
 Portea
 Pseudaechmea
 Pseudananas
 Quesnelia
 Ronnbergia
 Ursulaea
 Wittrockia

Pitcairnioideae
 Brewcaria
 Brocchinia
 Connellia
 Cottendorfia
 Deuterocohnia
 Dyckia
 Encholirium
 Fosterella
 Hechtia
 Lindmania
 Navia
 Pepina
 Pitcairnia
 Puya
 Sequencia
 Steyerbromelia

Tillandsioideae
 Alcantarea
 Catopsis
 Glomeropitcairnia
 Guzmania
 Mezobromelia
 Racinaea
 Tillandsia
 Vriesea
 Werauhia
There will also be
three perpetual
trophies awarded as
part of the Popular
Vote competition

Popular Vote Competition Standards:
 Only GCSBS financial members can participate.
 There must be no member identifying marks on
any competition plants.
 Plants entered must have been owned by the
exhibitor for at least six months
 Pots and potting mix are to be dry with tank
bromeliads empty of water.
 Single members/family members may enter up to
three (3) plants in each class
 There will be five categories for succulents and
thirteen categories for bromeliads
 First, second and third place recognition medals
will be awarded in each class – if applicable
 Members (only) have one vote in each category
and should also vote for their most favoured
Succulent and Bromeliad overall. These will be for
2 of trophies and are the plants you’d like to have
in your collection at home!!
 Voting will close at 12 noon, votes tallied and
winners announced at approx. 2pm.
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Notice of a Special Resolution



Notice is hereby given, as required under our Model Rules, of the following proposed
Special Resolution to be decided at the February 28th General Meeting.
Shane Weston, President GCSBS, requests the support of members to update our Model
Rules Financial Year ending date. Currently it is 30th September each year. I am proposing
that this be altered to 31st August each year. This would allow for the synchronisation of the
end of our financial year to coincide with the end of the responsible Management
Committee. That is financial matters ending 31st August would be reported in time for the
AGM held annually in September.
Any questions or concerns can be raised directly with Shane or at the next (Jan) general
meeting, or immediately prior to the Special Resolution vote at the Feb 28th General
Meeting.

…
The GCSBS Committee has decided to invite major growers as guest sellers at our meetings.
These guests will not be a regular monthly occurrence, rather a few times each year. We
believe that these guest sellers will bring new and varied plants to members. We would
welcome member suggestions on which sellers we could invite. At this stage we expect to
have Shane Zaghini as our first guest seller at our February 28th General Meeting.

I would be keen to hear from anyone who has some
back copies of the Bromlink newsletter.
My aim is to digitise as many back issues as possible.
Currently we have from Jan 2013 only, so anything
prior to this, as far as back as possible would be great.
I only need to borrow these to make electronic
copies.
Please contact Shane Weston if you can help.
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Bus Trips
CONFIRMED DAY TRIP:

Sat 21st February. First stop will be at

Dennis Hundscheidt’s Open Garden day. Dennis is in Sunnybank,
Brisbane and his garden was the first and only tropical garden in the
Open Garden scheme. He has been involved in the Open Garden scheme for 26 years and
2015 will be his last opening to the general public. His garden has been described as the last
private tropical garden in Australia! It has been featured in many gardening magazines and
on TV. (Unfortunately his garden is not wheelchair or pram friendly.) Dennis will also be
attending our January general meeting to discuss tropical gardens and some of his favourite
plants. Check out Dennis’s website at: http://www.dennishundscheidt.com.au/
Dennis has that indicated our group would be welcome to enter at 8.45am, 15mins earlier
than the planned 9.00am official opening time for the general public. This is a bonus for us!
After Dennis Hundscheidt’s we will travel to Johnny & Wendy Perske’s garden at Wellington
Point. There is a park within walking distance at which we will break for lunch.
Plants will be available for sale at both gardens!
(Our trip home could include a stop at Nielsen’s Native Nursery, Loganholme. They have a
Coffee Shop, Gift Shop and Aquarium centre. Next door is another nursery, ‘Plants Plus’.
Both are worthy of a look and a possible stop would be dependent on interest and time!)
Bus Pickups:
Tugun 7.00am - Carrara Community Centre 7.30am - Helensvale Community Centre 7.45am
Cost: $30 per member, $35 per non-member, and both prices include the $10 entry to
Dennis Hundscheidt’s garden as part of the Open Garden scheme. The Society will pay this
as a member benefit.

Overnight Bus Trip….. Sat 21st & Sun 22nd March 2015…cancelled
Unfortunately due to the small number of reservations for this event, we have decided to
cancel the bus and organised accommodation. HOWEVER, Narelle & the Committee are
prepared to proceed with this overnight trip like a Field Trip. That is, those interested in
attending should make their own travel arrangements & accommodation.
A combined dinner can still be organised at the Ballina RSL Club and our plans to visit
PineGrove Nursery at Wardell and also Bob & True Grant’s Nursery at The Pocket remains in
place. Full directions will be provided to interested parties.
This will all be discussed further at the next Monthly Meetings.
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2015 TILLANDSIA WORKSHOP
Sunday 22 Feb 2015

This is a BSQ (Bromeliad
Society of Queensland)
sponsored event.

8:30am to 4pm
Entry: $5 per person
Venue: Newmarket State School, Bank St, Newmarket
Enquiries: treasurer@bromsqueensland.com.au
Keynote Presentation:
The keynote presentation is a travel summary of a
collecting expedition through Colombia in 2014 by
Peter Tristram, and Chris Larson. The travellers will
provide a Tillandsia based travelogue and also details
of a major commercial nursery in Colombia.
Program:
7-8:30
Set up sales area, welcome and re-establish acquaintances
8:30
Opening and administration
8:45
Keynote Presentation
9:45
Panel Discussion – Cultivation
10:30
Morning tea
10:45-12:30 Workshop presentations - your input is welcomed. Please advise if you will be
bringing plants for discussion or wish to give a short presentation during this session.
12:30
Lunch and plant sales
2:00-3:30 Workshops and Plant ID
3:30
Afternoon Tea and Sales wrap-up
4:00
Finish and clean up.
Entry fee includes a Lucky Door raffle ticket and also entry to the “First Dibs” Raffle. (Five
numbers will then be drawn at 30 second intervals to give the lucky five first choice of 1
plant at the sales table before the general sales opening.)
Auction: We will have an assortment of rarer plants for auction. This will be a hybrid of
silent auction and regular auction.

Sales: The plant sales will be run in line with normal BSQ monthly meetings. Plants need to
be identified with the plant name and have a BSQ printed barcode attached with seller and
price. A 10% commission goes to the Society. Payments accepted by cash and credit card.
Extended time is allocated for sales this year. Contact John Olsen (tillsjohn@bigpond.com) if
you wish to sell plants.
Electronic Registration at: (Add a 30c registration fee.)
http://www.trybooking.com/GNZH or http://www.trybooking.com/114901

Attendees are requested to bring a plate to share for Morning Tea or Lunch. If your last
name commences with a letter A to H please bring a morning tea plate, others please
bring a plate suited to lunch.
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Mounting Tillandsia

(Part 2 of 2 - Part 1 published Bromlink Nov-Dec 2014)

(Reprinted from the Illawarra Society newsletter ‘Newslink’ October 2009)
My Method: From a talk given by Laurie Dorfer at the Illawarra Bromeliad Society August
2009 meeting. I use two types of mounting materials and two methods of attachment:
Mounts
1. Driftwood is used for my own personal collection. This is a more natural looking material
and provides a wonderful display. One of the greatest aspects about driftwood is that they
come in every shape and size. I have yet to find a plant which cannot be complemented by
a piece of driftwood.
2. Cut up fence palings are used for plants which I am selling. This is free and easily
obtainable. Generally a more disposable material is chosen.
Method of attachment
1. Glue (non-silicon clear sealant) is used for all seedlings, mature seedlings and small
plants.
2. PVC coated wire - telephone wire (2 core/0.5mm PVC) for most and detonator wire for
very large/heavy species.
Some advantages and disadvantages I have experienced with my preferred mounting
strategies:
Method

Advantages

Disadvantages

Telephone
wire
2 core/0.5
mm PVC
for most
plants

- Able to hang as soon as mounted.
- Able to manipulate in and around leaf
sheaths to hide wire.
- Comes in green or brown to further disguise
wire.

- May come loose during windy
weather (particularly
caulescent species)—just needs
re-tightening with a pair of
pliers.

- Clear and blends with plant/mount
- Plant can be easily peeled away without
damage (if roots haven’t grown), which
provides the option to relocate to another
mount if desired—as opposed to glue.
- Does not restrict root growth—stays
flexible/soft and does not set hard.
- Can do a large number very quickly

- Needs to dry overnight in
summer and at least 5-6 days in
winter.

Clear
sealant
(nonsilicon)
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The clear sealant is purchased in and dispersed via a
caulking tube. I initially avoided caulking tubes as I
would generally have to throw out the product after
one use as it would dry up--I tried to use a screw or nail
in the end of the tube to preserve it, but with no effect.
I found this wasteful and expensive. However, plastic
caulk savers are now available from Bunning’s and Kmart for $2-$3 (Fig. 1), which screw into the stem of the caulking tube and preserve the
contents. I also use plumbers’ tape around the nipple before screwing the stem on, to keep
it further air tight--it now last for months, or at least until the tube is finished. The caulk
savers can also be re-used.
The driftwood should be soaked in fresh water for a couple of days before use to eliminate
any salts present--at least one water change should be attempted. However, with the local
water restrictions I found this very wasteful and I now just stockpile the pieces on the roof
of the garage for several months before use, which is washed many times by the rain. This
seems to remove any salts which may adversely affect the plant and also sun-bleaches the
wood which further enhances its aesthetic qualities.
STEP BY STEP GUIDE
Equipment required
- Cordless drill with 4mm drill bit and Phillips head
attachment.
- 1.5mm and/or 2mm galvanised wire
- Pair of pliers and cutters
- PVC coated wire and/or clear sealant
- Plant label, 6B pencil and stainless self-tapping screws
- Plant
- Mount: driftwood or cut up fence paling.
Driftwood using wire
1. Choose a piece of driftwood which best suits the plant habitat.
2. Drill a hole through the mount at the top to support the hook. Position the hook along
the median axis so the mount hangs straight. A mount leaning to one side is like looking at a
crooked wall painting. Use a piece of 2mm galvanised wire, approximately 100mm in length
(depending on thickness of mount). Bend a 10mm length at one end over and squeeze
together (Fig.3). Insert the wire into the hole with the bent end facing the front of the
mount. Pull through and tap if necessary to have the bent end flush with the mount surface
(Fig.4). With a pair of pliers bend the wire 90 degrees up at the back of the mount. With a
30mm-40mm length, bend the wire over again away from the mount at a 45 degree angle.
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The last 10mm of the wire should be bent directly downwards, which further prevents the
hook from accidentally slipping off the wall if knocked (Fig.5).

3. Place the plant on the mount first, to find the most suitable position. Once satisfied,
remove the plant and replace with your thumb in the same position. Drill a hole either side
of your thumb position.
4. Cut a length of telephone wire approximately 100mm to 150mm long. Determine front
and back of the plant. Insert wire from rear of plant between leaf sheaths, partly encircling
the plant and return out from the rear again. Push wire as low as possible down behind the
leaf sheaths to hide. For species where the leaf sheaths are tightly clasped together, such as
T. Butzii, etc., gentle persuasion with a piece of wire or similar while slightly pulling on each
leaf is required – the wire is then gently manipulated down behind. When pulled through,
the wire should be left longer on one side, which assists when trying to insert the wire into
the holes. Insert the longer length into the first hole, then the shorter end into the second
hole.
5. Once both ends of the wire poke out the rear of the mount, twist together with fingers
then tighten with pliers. It is always good practice when tightening the wire with pliers to
pull the wire first at the back of the mount and then twist--this may need to be repeated
two or three times (Fig. 9). This allows you to feel when the plant has been tightened
sufficiently without damage. If you keep twisting, it is sometimes difficult to gauge how
tight the wire actually is which can easily damage and sever the plant if over tightened.
Attempts to reveal little-to-no wire is desired once mounted, if correctly manipulated in
and around leaf sheaths (Fig. 10).

6. Don’t forget to label the plant. I prefer to insert the label at the front where I can easily
read it when hanging, as opposed to having to remove the plant and mount from the wall
each time I want to read the label. I use regular plant tags or orchid T-tags whereby the
tapered sections are removed with the snippers and a drill hole inserted (Fig. 11).
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These are then screwed to the top of the mount with a stainless steel self-tapper screw (Fig.
12). I originally used thumb tacks from the local newsagency, which, when they rusted,
produced leachates adversely affecting some plants-- this caused dieback of leaf tips to T.
sprengeliana and rot to the apical meristem of T. gardneri which were situated directly
below.

Cut up fence paling using clear sealant (non-silicon)
1. Drill a hole through the mount approximately 10mm from the top to support the hook.
Position the hook along the medium axis so the mount hangs straight. Use a piece of
1.5mm gauge galvanised wire, approximately 100mm in length.
2. Insert through hole with approx. 30mm protruding out the front. Starting from the rear,
bend the wire 90° up, then bend the front piece back to towards the rear (Fig. 13), which
provides an approx. 10mm length to squeeze back around itself (Fig. 14). With a pair of
pliers, bend the vertical piece back horizontally towards the rear. Leave a 5mm length and
again bend the wire 90° up (Fig. 15) – this provides a space for the tag to sit without
twisting and getting in the way.

3. Leave approx. 20mm in vertical length, bend the wire over again away from the mount at
a 45° angle. The last 10mm of the wire should be bent directly downwards, which further
prevents the hook from accidentally slipping off the wall if knocked (Fig. 16). Attach the tag
which should sit freely with correct name applied (Fig. 17 & 18).
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4. Once the front and back of the plant is determined, apply a sparing
amount of sealant to the bottom 2/3 of the mount, along the medium
axis. This should be just enough to hold the plant in place. Apply the
plant base to the sealant and firmly push together to obtain good
contact (Fig. 19). Let sit to dry until cured.
Now you have all the information you need to prepare some plants for our upcoming
competition!

Welcome to these new & renewing
members who have joined our Society. We
hope you enjoy your time with us and we
encourage and value your help and
participation in the Society!
ADAMS Jim & Barb, AIZLEWOOD Greg,
BENBOW/RANDALL Douglas & Michael,
BOUDIER/SIMPSON David & Keryn, BRADEN Gavin,
BRAGG Barry & Berice, BROWN Suzanne, BURKE Carmon,
BURROWS Jen, CHAPMAN Jane, CONDON Bruce &
Heather, CRAWFORD/HEWETSON John & Julie, DARCY
Patricia, DICKSON Ruth, EDWARDS Kay, GADDES John & Pam, HANSEN Karen, HANSEN Scot,
HODGKINSON John & Judy, HODGSON John & Glenda, HOGAN Steve, KUKULIES Marjorie,
LAURIE Warwick & Jennifer, MONK Diane, MORGAN Billie, MORROW Gai, PATERSON John
& Judy, PATON Rosemary, PHILLIPPS Richard, RIGTER Lynn, SANDOZ Marian, SCARCE
Wendy, SMITH Bevan, SYMONDS Graeme & Judy, SYNOLD Graeme, TATNELL Bevan,
TOBIANO Jan, TOTH Rita, TREVOR Len & Olive, TRISTRAM Peter, WAYLAND Gwen, WEAVER
Cheryl, WHITEHEAD Leith & Merrilyn, WRIGHT Peter & Noreen & YOUNG Gail
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…the ‘Kelly Gang’s Gang’ – well some of them. BEAUTIFUL!

‘Sanga’ and his outstanding clump of Quesnelia ‘Tim Plowman’
(Seems they have been flowering all around the district!)
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From www.succulentguide.com
In general, plants have up to three major components that are easily identified: roots,
stems, and leaves. With succulent plants, the structure that contains the water-storing
tissue can be any or all of these components. Root succulence, however is seldom
distinguished from stem succulence in this type of discussion and so these will be treated
together herein -leaving us with two major types: stem succulents and leaf succulents.
Stem Succulents
Stem succulents are those plants where the stem of the plant is enlarged to contain the
water-storing tissues. These plants may have leaves that are also succulent, but these are
still considered stem succulents, since the stems are the more prominent feature. Other
stem succulents may have non-succulent leaves, deciduous leaves, or no leaves at all.
Within the stem succulents, are those plants that have stems which contain chlorophyll.
These typically green stems either take the place of leaves or share with the leaves, the
food-making process necessary in all non-parasitic plants. Non-cactus families that have
many examples of stem succulent species are those of Apocynaceae and Euphorbiaceae.
Other stem succulents do not have chlorophyll in the stems, but depend on leaves to make
food. These plants typically have a grey or brown enlarged stem (or tuberous root), which is
a non-woody succulent structure. These plants are commonly referred to as
caudiciforms and the enlarged stem or root is called a caudex. Some growers focus on this
specific type of succulent exclusively. They are often grown like a bonsai plant and potted in
ways that emphasize or exaggerate the caudex. Plants with tuberous roots, but otherwise
"normal" stems can be deliberately raised above the soil line to show off the large fleshy
tuber.
Leaf Succulents
Leaf succulents are plants which typically have small or no stems and enlarged leaves which
store water. Plant families such as Agavaceae, Aizoaceae, Aloaceae, and Crassulaceae are
predominantly leaf-succulents. Looking through those examples reveals that a common
arrangement of these leaves is that of a rosette. In the Aizoaceae in particular, however,
many species consist of a single pair of leaves, with no stems. In general, the leaf-succulent
plants have no spines or sharp structures, however, as in the Agavaceae; the leaves
themselves terminate in a sharp point. Likewise some Aloe species contain raised points or
sharp leaf-tips.
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GCSBS inc. Bromlink & Website Advertising Rates per issue
¼ A5 page $25

½ A5 page $40

¾ A5 page $60

Full A5 page $75 except for a full A5 back page which would be $150.
All rates automatically entitle the advertiser to a free GCSBS website mention for the
duration of your Bromlink listing. Ads for succulents or bromeliads or products directly
related to their growing requirements will only be considered for publication.
Contact: GCSBS.Bromlink@gmail.com or GCSBS.President@gmail.com

The aims of the society are:
(A) To stimulate interest in the conservation, and to promote the
culture and development of, succulents and bromeliads.
(B) To acquire and disseminate information regarding these plants
and to encourage their production and propagation.
(C) To ban totally from our collection any such plants which become
noxious.
(D) To enlighten members and the public on the dangers of
cultivating certain noxious species.
(E) To give exhibitions, arrange field days, and other events, and to
make such publications as are deemed desirable.
(F) To associate, affiliate or otherwise join or connect ourselves with
similar bodies or societies.
(G) To make seeds and plants available to members under the
control of the Society.
(H) To foster family membership and members.
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