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Spostoa sp. photo by Kathleen Henderson
Taken in Bob and Judy Proctor’s garden, Coleyville Qld.
The visit there was arranged as part of Succulenticon 2014.

___________________________________________________
Next Edition (January – February 2015) Deadline: Monday 5th January
Editor: gcsbs.bromlink@gmail.com
The Gold Coast Succulent and Bromeliad Society Inc. gives permission to all bromeliads societies to reprint
articles in their journals provided proper acknowledgment is given to the original author and the Bromlink,
and no contrary direction is published in the Bromlink. This permission does not apply to any other person
or organisation without prior permission of the author.
Opinions expressed in the publication are those of the individual contributor and may not necessarily reflect
the opinions of the Gold Coast Succulent and Bromeliad Society Inc. or of the Editor.
Authors are responsible for the accuracy of the information in their articles.

Send your photographs for consideration of publication or even as the front cover feature!
Articles are also VERY welcome & needed….email the Editor or President.
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Araeococcus a bromeliad genus
Araeococcus: taken from the Greek araeo, meaning few; and kokkos, the genus having the
smallest fruit and the fewest seeds in the family, (a-ree-o-cock’ us).
Araeococcus is one of the smaller genera of the Bromeliaceae, with only some nine species
known, yet considered as being amongst the most truly epiphytic and equal in difficulty to
grow as some Guzmania. It is a unique bromeliad and sometimes different to the run of the
mill ‘pretties’, it requires not the slightest ’whiff’ of cold or soggy conditions. The plant is
grown ‘dry’ in a sheltered and warm place.
The genus Araeococcus is an old one, established by
Brongniart in 1841, with the references showing that the
plants enjoy a rather peculiar distribution.
Araeococcus flagellifolius: from Columbia, Venezuela,
Surinam (Dutch Guiana) and the Amazon in Brazil. The
varietal name means ’whip leaved’ and that is a good
description, since the leaves are singularly whip like. The
plant, under ideal conditions, attains a height of more than 3 feet, the basal leaf sheaths
conspicuously inflated in an elongated egg shape from which the whip like remainder of the
leaves extend; these are usually strictly erect. The plant assumes an unusual colour in
brown and red. The apices of the leaves are set with sharp thorns, diminishing in ferocity as
they near the base. The flowers are not showy, being small and pink, held on a strangely
erratic branch system with red bracts. Ultimately the berry like fruits are formed and are
black, long lasting.
Araeococcus parviflorus: from Brazil, this species is like the others in that it has a strongly
stoloned base, the general shape of the plant is bulbous with the leaves rising stiffly, the
leaves channelled and sharp pointed. The inflorescence is erect and widely branched with
the many small flowers arranged evenly on short stalks. The flowers are yellowish-green.
Araeococcus chlorocarpus: Brazil, grows epiphytic or terrestrial in leaf litter and on tree
trunks in the montane cloud forest.
Araeococcus goeldianus: Amazonian Brazil, epilithic - growing on the surface of rocks and
also epiphytic.
Araeococcus micranthus: Tobago, Trinidad, the Guianas and Brazil, epiphytic.
Araeococcus montanus: Brazil, grows on mountains as an epiphyte.
Araeococcus nigropurpureus: Brazil, epiphytic in low montane Atlantic forest.
Araeococcus pectinatus: Costa Rica, offshore islands of Trinidad and Tobago, epiphytic in the
rainforests.
Araeococcus sessiliflorus: Brazil, epiphyte in moist forest at higher alt. 650 mtr.
(Reprinted from FNCBSG newsletter March 2013)
4

Fosterella a bromeliad genus
L.B. Smith established the genus Fosterella in 1960 to honour
Mulford B. Foster. A number of the species now known as
Fosterella were previously described in other genera. The first
being Fosterella micrantha was originally described as Pitcairnia
micrantha by Lindley in 1843. Fosterella are small terrestrial
plants growing from Mexico to Argentina in dry to semi-humid
forests. Most have small inconspicuous white flowers, except for
Fosterella spectabilis with its showy, semi-tubular, red to coral orange petals which make
this species collectable. Most of the readily available species are easy to grow in our
gardens requiring little extra care.
(Reprinted from FNCBSG Newsletter May 2012)

Acanthostachys a bromeliad genus
The genus name is from the Greek “acanthos” (thorny, spiny)
and “stachys” (a flower spike).
The leaves of Acanthostachys strobilacea are evergreen. The
dark-green, simple leaves are basal. They are linear, dentate
and sessile. With strong, bright light, the leaves will become
bronze.
Acanthostachys strobilacea produces yellow tubular flowers in
orange bracts. The perennials produce berries.
Acanthostachys strobilacea is native to Brazil, Argentina and Paraguay.

(Wikipedia)

Gasteria is a succulent
Gasterias are drought tolerant, shallow rooted and most are
small growing plants that do well in the shade. All have beautiful
fleshy leaves though not with the prettiest flowers which are all
very similar – usually pink at one end, green at the other and
mainly white in the middle.
They are endemic to the South African Coastal regions and are
members of the Asphodelaceae family and are related to
Haworthia and Aloe. Naming can be difficult as juveniles often look very different from the
adult plants who in turn respond differently to varying light conditions.
They can be propagated by seed, leaf cutting and by division/offsets. Intergeneric hybrids:
xGasteraloe or xGastrolea (Gasteria x Aloe), xGasterhaworthia (Gasteria x Haworthia) and
xGasterloba (Gasteria x Astroloba). If you are growing from hybrids, use a leaf cutting to
make sure you get what you want – seeds can come out different. There are very few
Crested Gasterias. Variegated are often in bi-colour groups – yellow and white varieties.
(Reprinted from Spinette April 2014)
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UPCOMING MEETINGS’ HIGHLIGHTS
NOVEMBER – General Meeting – Saturday 22nd
(Can members to please bring a small plate of Christmas goodies to share.)
MAIN EVENT: Xmas Party and Annual ‘Colossal Raffle’ $1500 value of plants and associated
products up for winning! Something for everyone!
Feature Event: ‘Lesser known Bromeliad Genera’ by Peter Tristram. Peter
is undoubtedly one of the world’s leading bromeliad experts. We are
very fortunate to have Peter attend our meeting to talk with us.
And….The John & Genny Talk Show!

DECEMBER – NO MEETING
The management committee of the GCSBS wish you and yours the merriest of Christmases
and all the best for 2015. We also hope you enjoy your time at our monthly meetings and
will spread the good word about succulents and bromeliads and maybe encourage your
friends to come along to our meetings and even join our society!

JANUARY – General Meeting – Saturday 22nd
MAIN EVENT: ‘The GCSBS Annual Quiz’ with Quizmaster Jen Burrows.
Previous Quiz winners since inception: 2014 Shane Weston, 2013 Olive
Trevor, 2012 Kerry Tate, 2011 Shane Weston.
Members are invited to participate in another fun, multiple-choice quiz
about our beloved succulents and bromeliads. This event promises to be an
entertaining, educational and relaxing way to start the New Year. The 2015
quiz winner will be presented with the perpetual, champion crown. Who
will that be? NB. Please bring a pen or two.
Feature Event: ‘Tropical Gardens and some Favourite Tropical Plants’ by
Dennis Hundscheidt. Dennis’s talk will be a great way for us to learn about his
ideas and thoughts before we visit his garden as part of our Feb 21st bus trip.
While we strive to provide you with interesting & informative presenters for our meetings, it is a
tough job – performed so well by the arm-twisting sweet-talking Narelle…but if you have some
ideas on who or what you would like to see, please advise Narelle or Shane!
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Succulenticon 2014
By Kathleen Henderson
This biennial event was recently held over
the October long weekend at the
International Hotel, Virginia, Brisbane.
There were guests from all states excluding
Tasmania. There were also international
guests & speakers from UK, USA and RSA.
Karen Zimmerman (USA) showed stunning
Mammillaria hahniana (hairy form)
images of her miniature Aloe creations.
(I am sure Peter Wright will be the person to see about these in the not too distant future.)
Karen's second talk showcased her exquisite 'impressionist' style photography from where
she works at the Huntington Botanic Gardens, California.
Local expert & enthusiast, Attila Kapitani, spoke of the 'next big thing' in the succulent
collecting world, Dudleya. These are rosette forming succulents (like Echeveria) and
generally are covered in a powdery bloom. These plants are not new but can be frustrating
to show off as one careless touch may ruin the plants appearance by leaving a fingerprint on
the bloom. Two bus trips treated us to some of the best collections in the area.
The next biennial conference, the Australasian Convention,
will be held in Taranaki, New Plymouth, NZ in 2016.

Graptopetalum sp.

New release miniature Aloe

“Our Society recognises a succulent plant as one which has
the capacity to store moisture in its leaves, stems or roots or combinations of these.”
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Hello and welcome to our final Bromlink for
2014. There’s always lots happening this time
of year as Xmas approaches.
It was very humbling to receive the members’
support of my nomination for the role of
President for the next year of the GCSBS. I
thank you all and hope I repay your
confidence. I will try to do the best I can to
promote our Society and also to ensure all
members enjoy being connected to our
Society.
I couldn’t help myself from adding some of Barbara Stutz’s photos to this edition. Barbara
attended the recent World Bromeliad Conference in Hawaii. It was tough to only select
these few photos from the 100s she had. Thanks Barbara – some of those Hawaiian
beauties are grown almost as well as you grow your broms!
Can I please request all sellers and members who are within the Helensvale venue PRIOR to
12 noon to NOT trade / sell / relocate or remove sale plants prior to sales commencing at
12 noon. There was a recent instance (witnessed) where a plant was put under a bench,
possibly to be paid for later, only to have this plant not paid for. So no plant sales before 12
noon except for checkout staff & others who have a voluntary role from 12 noon – as I
announce prior to each meeting.
Our Kathleen Henderson is tickled pink to have been asked to present 2 sessions at next
year’s 66th AGM & Mini-Conference of the Cactus and Succulent Society of NZ on Feb. 28th
& March 1st. Well-deserved recognition and I’m sure Kathleen will do a super job - as she
always does!
Speaking of Conferences…next April sees the 18th Australasian Bromeliad Conference
being held in Parramatta. If you’ve never been to one of these events, here is the perfect
opportunity. They are fun and informative. See page 15 for details and see you there!

I wish you a very Merry Christmas…
 Shane Weston GCSBS.President@gmail.com
Phone: 0408 247 208
PS: Don’t you just love the photo at the top of this page! It is by a friend of mine in
Townsville and it is of her bromeliad, Aechmea Roberto Menescal – simply beautiful.
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Mounting Tillandsia

(Part 1)

(Reprinted from the Illawarra Society newsletter Newslink October 2009)

Many of the tillandsia species we collect
naturally grow epiphytically; they therefore do
not grow as one would expect a typical plant –
with a pot and growing media. Attached to a
mount displays them in their most natural form.
Their ability to grow without soil is one of their
most unique and fascinating attributes, which
sets them aside from most other plants.
The way a tillandsia is mounted may enhance or
Photo by Jeanette Henwood
detract from the plant’s appearance - enhancing is
what we aim to achieve. This is one of the most important aspects of displaying your plants
successfully. It is achieved by maintaining a visual balance between the plant and the
mount, with each complementing the other.
Depending on with whom you speak, there are as many methods and materials for
mounting tillandsias as there are collectors. Depending on what is available to you, and
what you expect from the appearance of your plants, will determine generally how you will
undertake the task. Every collector has their preferred method; it’s just a matter of finding
a method which suits you and your plants.
Generally, the task involves three components – the plant, the mount and the method by
which the two are attached.

The Plant
Tillandsias vary greatly in habit and it is these characteristics which generally determine the
size and shape of the mount required.
There are generally three plant stages which you may be working with:
1. seedling or adventitious offsets;
2. mature seedling (A seed grown plant which is advanced in its developmental stages, but
not yet reached dimensions of a typical offset or mature plant.) or offset (pup) and
3. mature plant/clump.
When a tillandsia is purchased, you are most likely to receive a mature seedling or offset.
Seedling/adventitious offsets are generally grown in larger numbers on one mount, while
your typical mature seedling/offset and mature plant would generally be grown singly, or
depending on the size of the mount, in small numbers together (colony).

9

You would generally need to ask yourself, “Is the plant to remain permanently on this
mount, or is it just a temporary mount?” If you are mounting a typical offset, you need to
visualise the mature size of the plant or the size of the clump in several years’ time. If you
are familiar with the plant, you can generally determine the stage of its lifecycle the plant is
at - if the plant is a recent offset, you know it will be a single plant for possibly some years,
if the plant is flowering you know you will soon have offset/s forming and a clump
developing, whereby additional space on the mount is soon required.
Another aspect to consider is the habit of the plant – tall and thin or short and broad. Tall
and thin plants generally suit narrow mounts, while short and broad plants generally suit
broad mounts. It is also helpful to be familiar with the shape of the plant when flowering.
Some plants may be broad, but produce an inflorescence with a long scape, thus better
matching a correspondingly shaped mount.

The Mount
The range of mounting materials is almost endless:
driftwood, tree branches, cork, bark, timber off-cuts,
rocks/stones, shells, etc. Different people prefer
different materials – cost, availability and personal
taste are generally the determining factors.
Generally, it does not make much difference what the
mounting material is, as long as it is not toxic. This
includes natural toxins such as accumulated salts in
ocean driftwood, or phenol/terpene/tannin leachates from some fresh wood/bark – aging
and soaking with fresh water usually removes natural toxins. Do not use treated timber, as
these are impregnated with a copper solution (CCA - Copper Chrome Arsenate), which is
very toxic to tillandsias - this also includes the wax treated wood products.
Also, avoid painted/stained timbers or materials whereby leachates may be produced.
Attempts should be made to maintain the mount as natural as possible.
The material should not hold water for an extended period, nor should a hole or depression
be created where water will collect and persist. If a hole or depression is desired, drill a hole
right through the timber at a downward angle. Water must always drain freely from the
plant and mount.
The mount should also be long lasting with a relatively roughened texture for roots to
adhere. Roots may not properly adhere to a smooth and shiny surface, with the plant
possibly falling away if/when the bonding material eventually fails.
Mounting materials should be light in weight as most are intended to be hung. However,
this most likely depends on the strength of the material which supports all your plants.
Remember, one plant and mount may be light, but many can be very heavy.
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Mounts can come in a diverse range of sizes and shapes, depending on the material chosen.
The mount for your selected plant should provide balance between it and the plant/s, and
space to accommodate the natural mature shape.
Remember, you are looking for a material that will complement the plant, not detract from
the plant.

Method of Attachment
Again, there are many different methods and materials for attaching tillandsias. However, it
can generally be divided into two broad categories: glues and ties.

Glues
The number of suitable types of glue on the market is rather large; it is just about finding
one which you prefer. However, the most important aspect is to obtain one which is nontoxic to the plant. There are probably more non-toxic than toxic glues on the market;
however, it is always good to use a tried and trusted product.
Some product examples include Kwik Grip, Gel Grip, Construction adhesives (Liquid nails,
MaxiBond, Weldbond), Tarzan’s Grip, Super Glue, Gap Filler, hot melt glues (use with
caution), contact cements, sealants, Shoe Goo, etc.-- it’s endless.
Most collectors will trial numerous products depending on what is available to them in their
local area and is most cost effective. However, it is initially often trial and error.
One would expect the glue selected to be quick drying; however, this sometimes depends
on the time of the year it is used. As some of the solvent- based construction adhesives may
take up to a week or more in winter to cure, some people may consider this as a
disadvantage.
The glue needs to have the bonding ability for the material chosen, such as wood and plant
tissue and be long-lasting. It must be unaffected by water and fertiliser, without its
composition altered by moisture, temperature or light.
Glue which remains firm when first applied is best, as runny or stringy glues can become
rather messy. The glue should also blend in with the display - neutral or clear colour seems
most appealing. Bright coloured glues can often detract from the appearance.
Most importantly, only use the minimal amount of glue which is required to achieve the
bond. The plant and mount should be the object of display, not a blob of glue.
When using glue, attach to the stem or the base of green leaves (leaf sheaths). Avoid
attaching to the base of dead or dying leaves (old leaves) which may cause the plant to
prematurely fall away from the mount before roots are produced (if produced). Also, if
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using hard-setting glue - particularly for the small rosetted forms - avoid using too much
around the plant base, which may restrict root development.
Also, one of the most important points of consideration is besides being non- toxic to the
plant, is to be non-toxic to you. Glues should always be used where air circulates freely,
with enclosed areas avoided. I have personally used glues which are typically high solvent
based which have given me terrible headaches after each use - maybe I am just more
sensitive to certain chemicals than other people. Nevertheless, some of the chemicals
present in these glues are extremely harmful and can certainly have a detrimental effect on
our health in the long term. I have often heard many discussions on the use of sealants,
more precisely Silicon sealant. Over the years I have read and heard many people say not to
use Silicon as it will kill your plants. However, it was often just hearsay – not from personal
experience. I would always question how or why it kills the plants, but no answers could be
provided.
(*Ed. Silicon Sealants used to release acid while curing, most are available in Neutral-Cure
versions now.)
I personally tried silicon a couple of years ago on several species and these plants are still
thriving today. Personally, if I relied upon this trial, I would say it is fine to use. However, I
stopped using it in case there may have been some truth in this and as there are plenty of
other alternatives available.
I recently spoke with a manufacturer of the product, which left more questions than
answers. However, one very interesting point they raised was that when curing, some are
neutrally curing and some are acidic curing – being a bi- product which generally washes off
once cured (type is stated on the product label).
Although, as advised by Robert Smythe (personal communication), the by-product once
cured is only vinegar, which is generally considered safe to use and silicon is the second
most abundant element on the earth’s surface – which is already readily available. It is also
very unreactive, therefore lasting many years without breaking down. Robert further stated
that Silicon adhesives should be perfectly safe to use, though it would be suggested that
they be well washed once cured.
However, due to the large number of suitable alternative glues available, I would
recommend to stay with the tried and trusted brands.

Ties
These include materials such as cable ties, PVC coated wire, fishing line, nylon stockings,
garden tie, string, budding tape, etc. Again, the list is rather extensive.
When choosing a tie material, select one that is strong and long lasting - this includes
resistance to sunlight, as to provide sufficient time for roots, if produced, to establish. It
should not loosen or stretch with age, therefore little to no elasticity seems to work best.
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Nylon stockings once pulled tight seem to have little stretch remaining. The tie should not
be bulky looking, as it should blend in - neutral colours often assist with this too. The
material should also be cost effective.
When selecting a wire, obtain one which is PVC coated to prevent contact with the copper
wire and plant – using straight copper wire may kill your plants. Also, caution should also be
taken with galvanised wire; new galvanised materials have been known to have an adverse
effect on the plants. However, old weathered galvanised materials seem not to have the
adverse effect. The gauge of the wire/material should not be too thin as damage may result
by cutting into the plant. Caution should also be undertaken when attaching the plant as to
not over-tighten the tie – this can crush or even sever the plant in two.
When using wire, don’t insert too low around the plant base--particularly taller plants
which may be top heavy when flowering as the plant may fold down. Conversely, don’t
insert too high either which may damage the apical meristem.
Generally, glues are used for smaller plants and ties are used for larger plants. However,
some prefer glue for all or a combination of glue and tie for larger plants.

General
Once the plant, the mount and method of attachment has been chosen and determined,
several further points may be considered.
1. Where to position the plant on the mount – The plant will generally always look best
situated approximately 1/3 up from the base of the mount. This position provides balance
and is most aesthetically pleasing.
2. Single plants or in groups – This is generally determined by the size of the plant and/or
mount. Generally, larger growing species are most appealing as single specimen plants-e.g., T. Xerographica. Smaller plants can certainly be further enhanced by a colony display.
When displaying in colonies, stay with the same species for each mount - this looks most
natural. Single plants should be aligned along the medium axis, while colonies should have
each plant offset to one another. Placement distance between each should be varied also
and the number of individuals within a colony look best as odd numbers--i.e., 3, 5, 7, etc.
When using three, they seem to look best with two situated within the lower half and a
single at the upper half of the mount. Furthermore, if the plants to be positioned on the
same mount vary in size, have the largest at the bottom and smallest towards the top remember balance is the objective.
3. Don’t rush – Always place the plant or plants on the mount first before attaching – stand
back and adjust. Once satisfied with the placement, go for it!
4. Which direction do I place them? - The growth habit of the plant itself will tell you.
Always attempt to place them in the same orientation as they had previously been
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positioned. Tank-type species should be attached vertically so the tanks can fulfil their
water impounding purposes. While some tillandsias will grow in any direction (i.e.,
ageotropic—for example, T. bulbosa) so they do not need to be grown upright like most
other plants. These can be hung upside down, sideways - any angle is fine. Some species
such as T. atroviridipetala and T. magnusiana should be positioned horizontally due to their
susceptibility to rot when water accumulates within their leaf axils.
5. When should tillandsias be mounted? - There is no special time to mount tillandsias they can be mounted any time of the year. However, growth will be greatest during the
warmer, longer day lengths – being the predominating stimulus - the plants will establish
roots and attach to the mount much quicker during the growing season. Additionally,
humidity is the key to vigorous root development.
6. When attaching more than one plant to a mount, it is always a good idea to work from
top to bottom. This prevents possible leaf damage of the plant below when drilling or
attaching the proceeding plant. The leaves of the plant below can then safely be placed
over the plant above.
7. Avoid positioning your plant on a flat or horizontal surface where water cannot drain
away freely. Any accumulation of water for a period may be detrimental – this most often
occurs through the winter months where the plant base and apical meristem rots and the
plant suddenly dies.
8. One last point to remember before attaching the plant is to attach a hook. This will
enable the mount and plant to be hung. Use a heavier gauge wire which will adequately
support the weight. Expect the weight to increase if the plant/s is to be left to clump.
Always position the hook towards the top of the mount situated along the medium axis. If
the strength of the hook doesn’t seem sufficient, don’t be afraid to attach two hooks. There
is nothing worse than finding your plant and mount face down on the ground.

lants of the Month
Members are encouraged to bring their specimens of these plants to the
applicable month's meeting for brag/show and tell. Plants do not have to be in flower, we
also grow for foliage!

November

Any Bromeliad genus not previously featured & any Succulent.

January

Catopsis, Hohenbergia, Neoregelia & any succulent

→

2015 Expo – Saturday April 11th @ Carrara

←
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UPCOMING SHOPPING CENTRE DISPLAY & SALES’ EVENTS
 Mudgeeraba Market Shopping Centre
December – Wednesday 3rd and Thursday 4th

 Helensvale Plaza Shopping Centre
December - Thursday 11th and Friday 12th
A member with 3 or more month’s membership can add their name to the list of sellers for any of the above venues
and dates. This register is available at each monthly general meeting. Of course there are certain guidelines to be
followed when representing us at these venues. For more information please contact Glenda Hodgson.
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Broms in Cyberspace

by Jen Burrows - from her presentation at the Sept meeting.

Some useful websites:
 Bromeliad Cultivar Register.
http://registry.bsi.org/index.php
 FCBS Photo Register of species/cultivars.
http://fcbs.org/pictures.htm
 Bromeliad Society of Australia. Photo index.
http://www.bromeliad.org.au
 Facebook.
https://www.facebook.com
Some Brom-related Facebook groups
Gold Coast Succulent & Bromeliad Society, Planet Bromeliad, Moon Vriesea, Moon
Aechmea, Moon Guzmania, Moon Neoregelia etc, Bromeliads Buy Swap Sell Group
Australia, Bromeliads Australia, Cactus & Succulents SG
 Gold Coast Succulent & Bromeliad Society
http://www.gcsbs.org.au
 eBay
http://www.ebay.com.au/
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- Bus Trips – 2015
st

CONFIRMED: Sat 21 February. First stop will be at Dennis
Hundscheidt’s open garden day. Dennis is in Sunnybank, Brisbane
and his garden was the first and only tropical garden in the Open
Garden scheme. He has been involved in the Open Garden scheme for 26 years and 2015
will be his last opening to the general public. His garden has been described as the last
private tropical garden in Australia! It has been featured in many gardening magazines and
on TV. (Unfortunately his garden is not wheelchair or pram friendly.) Dennis will also be
attending our January general meeting to discuss tropical gardens and some of his favourite
plants. Check out Dennis’s website at: http://www.dennishundscheidt.com.au/
Dennis has indicated our group would be welcome to enter at 8.45am, 15mins earlier than
the planned 9.00am official opening time for the general public. This is a bonus for us!
After Dennis Hundscheidt’s we will travel to Johnny & Wendy Perske’s garden at Wellington
Point. There is a park within walking distance at which we will break for lunch.
Plants will be available for sale at both gardens!
(Our trip home could include a stop at Nielsen’s Native Nursery, Loganholme. They have a
Coffee Shop, Gift Shop and Aquarium centre. Next door is another nursery, ‘Plants Plus’.
Both are worthy of a look and a possible stop would be dependent on interest and time!)
Bus Pickups:
Tugun 7.00am - Carrara Community Centre 7.30am - Helensvale Community Centre 7.45am
Cost: $30 per member, $35 per non-member, and both prices include the $10 entry to
Dennis Hundscheidt’s garden as part of the Open Garden scheme - the Society will pay this
as a member benefit.

- Overnight Bus Trip!
PLANNED: Obviously numbers will dictate whether this proceeds, so please put your name
st
nd
on the list to attend. Proposed dates are Sat 21 & Sun 22 March 2015.
Overnight accommodation will be in Ballina NSW at the Hi Craft Motel – an easy walk to the
RSL club. Jim Greaves can be the bus driver. At this stage we estimate costs per member to
be approx. $150-$160. This would include bus, motel & breakfast. Our plan would be to visit
PineGrove Nursery at Wardell and also Bob & True Grant’s Nursery at The Pocket. Both of
these are confirmed. There is still more planning to do but we will keep you informed of
progress. An overnight trip is always enjoyable so please think about joining in the fun!

Reserve your seats for these trips by adding your name in the books at the
Member Services desk at each monthly meeting
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Barbara Goes to Hawaii
BSI World Bromeliad Conference SEP 2014
Our Barbara travelled to Honolulu recently to
attend the World Bromeliad Conference. A
few other members were also in attendance.
Here are a few of Barbara’s beautiful photos
of some gob-smackingly breath-taking plants.
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Hawaii WBC 2014
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GCSBS inc. Bromlink & Website Advertising Rates per issue
¼ A5 page $25

½ A5 page $40

¾ A5 page $60

Full A5 page $75 except for a full A5 back page which would be $150.
All rates automatically entitle the advertiser to a free GCSBS website mention for the
duration of your Bromlink listing. Ads for succulents or bromeliads or products directly
related to their growing requirements will only be considered for publication.
Contact: GCSBS.Bromlink@gmail.com or GCSBS.President@gmail.com

The aims of the society are:
(A) To stimulate interest in the conservation, and to
promote the culture and development of,
succulents and bromeliads.
(B) To acquire and disseminate information regarding
these plants and to encourage their production
and propagation.
(C) To ban totally from our collection any such plants
which become noxious.
(D) To enlighten members and the public on the dangers
of cultivating certain noxious species.
(E) To give exhibitions, arrange field days, and other
events, and to make such publications as are
deemed desirable.
(F) To associate, affiliate or otherwise joint or connect
ourselves with similar bodies or societies.
(G) To make seeds and plants available to members
under the control of the Society.
(H) To foster family membership and members.
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