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___________________________________________________

Next Edition (July - August) Deadline: Monday 14th July
Editor: gcsbs.bromlink@gmail.com

The Gold Coast Succulent and Bromeliad Society Inc. gives permission to all bromeliads societies to reprint
articles in their journals provided proper acknowledgment is given to the original author and the Bromlink,
and no contrary direction is published in the Bromlink. This permission does not apply to any other person
or organisation without prior permission of the author. Opinions expressed in the publication are those of
the individual contributor and may not necessarily reflect the opinions of the Gold Coast Succulent and
Bromeliad Society Inc. or of the Editor.
Authors are responsible for the accuracy of the information in their articles.

Send your photographs for consideration of publication or even as the front cover feature!
Articles are also VERY welcome & needed….email the Editor or President.
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Current Volunteers
www.gcsbs.org.au
Gold Coast Succulent & Bromeliad Society Inc. (GCSBS)
PO BOX 94, Southport Business Centre, Southport QLD 4215

MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE
gcsbs.president@gmail.com

President

Shane Weston

Vice President

Greg Aizlewood

Secretary

Rosemary Paton

gcsbs.secretary@gmail.com

Treasurer

Glenda Hodgson

gcsbs.treasurer@gmail.com

Memberships

Gwen Wayland

gcsbs.memberships@gmail.com

Other Committee Members

Carmon Burke, John Crawford, Ruth Dickson, Julie Hewetson,
Monica Mead & Ann Schenk

Phone: 0408 247 208

VALUED VOLUNTEERS
Bromlink Editor

Jeanette Henwood

gcsbs.bromlink@gmail.com

Meeting Meet & Greet

Ann & Harry Schenk

Guest Speakers

Narelle Aizlewood

Librarians

Jennifer Laurie & Jan Tobiano

Sales Co-ordinators (Meetings)

John Crawford & Julie Hewetson

Sales Team

Elizabeth Day, Janette Fowler & Eliza Hesse

Sales Stewards

Carmon Burke, Norma Fleet & Helen Mueller

Sales Support

Graeme Synold, John Gaddes & Rob Kelly

Refreshments

Janice I'Anson

Raffles

Rosie Kelly & Lorraine Fox

Off-Site Sales Co-ordinator

Glenda Hodgson

Off-Site Sales’ Convenors

Berice Bragg, John Crawford, John Gaddes & Pam Gaddes

Publicity

Ann Schenk

Bus Trips & Field Days

Narelle Aizlewood

Supplies Table

The Orchid Den (PH: 0411 020 563)

Internet Administrator

Shane Weston

gcsbs.sales@gmail.com

gcsbs.website@gmail.com

LIFE MEMBERS
Narelle Aizlewood, Graham Besgrove, John Catlan, Genny Catlan, Wendy Hansen, Mary Nicholson & Neville Ryan
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Dates for your Diary!
General Meetings are held at the Carrara Community Centre, Nielsens Rd, Carrara (Exit 73)
May 24

General Meeting - Carrara Community Centre

Cancer Council

Plant Sales: 12:00 pm

Meeting: 1:00 pm to 3:30 pm Australia’s Biggest
Morning Tea!
Main Event - 'Seed Growing Journey' with Rick Cairns
Feature Speaker - Intergeneric bromeliads with Kerry Tate
AND...John Catlan Says….and raffles and refreshments and fun!
May 29 & 30 Mudgeeraba Market - Display and Sales
June 12 & 13 Helensvale Plaza - Display and Sales
June 28

General Meeting - Carrara Community Centre
Plant Sales: 12:00 pm

Meeting: 1:00 pm to 3:30 pm

Main Event - Cryptanthus with Doug Cross

Cent Auction Day!!

Feature Speaker - 'Miniature aloes and others.' with Peter Wright
AND…Learning with Gloria - at 1130am…new to broms, ask Gloria!
Jul 10, 11

Helensvale Plaza - Display & Sales

Jul 12

Field Trips - 2 Members' Gardens

Jul 26

General Meeting - Carrara Community Centre
Plant Sales: 12:00 pm

Meeting: 1:00 pm to 3:30 pm

Main Event - Dyckia, Hechtia & Orthophytum with Len & Sheryl Waite
Feature Speaker - ‘Growing Broms in a Harsh Environment’ presented by
Greg & Narelle Aizlewood
AND...John Catlan Says….and raffles and refreshments and fun!
Aug 2

Member's Bus Trip - Stops include The Olive Branch nursery in Brisbane

“Our Society recognises a succulent plant as one which has
the capacity to store moisture in its leaves, stems or roots or combinations of these.”
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Vriesea hybrids grown by Cheryl Basic from seed collected in Hawaii.
By Kerry Booth Tate. (As published in the BSI Bromeliad Cultivar Register, April 2014.)
For many years Australian Cheryl Basic has made regular visits to her good friend Sharon
Petersen – who lives in Waimanalo, Oahu, Hawaii.
From approximately 1998, and successively thereafter, Cheryl has collected ripe seed from a
range of Sharon’s patterned foliage Vrieseas, imported the seed to Australia, and
sown/grown the seedlings at her Wildfire Bromeliad Nursery in Yandina, Queensland.
Deliberate hybridising was not involved. Either the seed collected was self-set or crossed
with other concurrently-flowering Vrieseas by nature. Often, several Vrieseas were
flowering simultaneously and close to each other. These included V. ’Royal Hawaiian’ (a grex
name versus individual cultivar by David Shiigi), V. ’Pahoa Beauty’, V. ‘Mauna Kea’, V. ’Snows
of Mauna Kea’, V. ’Red Chestnut’, and possibly others.
On each collection of seed, the seed parents were not recorded specifically, and all seed
from each collection were mixed together. Hence, even the seed parents of subsequent
seedlings were initially undetermined, with a few exceptions. Once the seedlings were more
established, and showing certain traits, Cheryl labelled and sold each according to how alike
they were to one of the seed parents from which seed was collected on that particular
Hawaiian visit. e.g., V. ‘Royal Hawaiian’ F2, V. ‘Snows of Mauna Kea’ F2, V. ‘Pahoa Beauty’ F2
etc. Although Cheryl was aware that these were not necessarily F2 or self-set seedlings, it
was the most convenient method to differentiate them at the time. If asked for more
information, Cheryl would always explain the uncertainty of their parentage.
The first young seedlings were sold from either Cheryl’s nursery or Queensland bromeliad
sales events in circa 2001. As Cheryl collected and sowed Vriesea seed from subsequent
visits to Sharon’s Hawaiian nursery, new seedlings were grown on and sold.
Over time, and since the start of growing these seedlings of Hawaiian seed origin, Cheryl
has also collected seed and grown seedlings from self-set, original, flowering seedlings at
her own nursery, which have been labelled as F3 seedlings. e.g., V. ‘Snows of Mauna Kea’
F3. Vegetative offsets of favoured hybrid specimens, kept by Cheryl, are also sold.
There is an extensive and diverse range of quality Vriesea hybrids resulting from Cheryl’s
production and contribution. Of these, there are several select beauties which deserve their
own cultivar name – some of which have been registered. These include V. ‘Illusion’, V.
‘Mambo’, V. ‘Iced VoVo’ and V. ‘Monte Carlo’.
Unfortunately, many of these seedlings and their offsets have been sold on by others as the
original David Shiigi cultivars i.e. the “F2” or “F3” has been dropped from the label.
Subsequent sales of offsets by others have perpetuated this error. In many cases, they have
been simply and erroneously labelled as V. ‘Royal Hawaiian Series’. This has caused much
confusion.
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NB. It is my opinion that the most
appropriate and accurate generic
reference for the less-distinctive
Vriesea hybrids should be Vriesea
‘Hawaiian hybrid, ex C.Basic’ or
Vriesea ‘Basic’s Hawaiian Series’.
Specific cultivar names are
certainly appropriate for several
of the stand-out, distinctive and
unique hybrids created by
Mother Nature, and grown on by
Cheryl. If someone is considering
registering any with those
qualities, permission should first
be granted by Cheryl, and
acknowledgment of the
Basic/Petersen source recorded.

2014 Combined Orchid Society & GCSBS Event
Sat August 30th & Sunday August 31st
Broadbeach ( Albert Waterways Community Centre)
Reserve your Seller’s Table now – see Glenda.

6

UPCOMING SPEAKER & MEETING PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS
MAY - General Meeting - Saturday 24th
MAIN EVENT: ‘Seed Growing Journey’ by Rick
Cairns. Rick has been a hobby grower of all types
of Bromeliads since 2005 and commenced growing
Bromeliads from seed in 2008. Rick’s presentation
is designed to show how easy it is to grow Bromeliads from seed and to encourage others to
try. Pitched at a novice seed grower level, it should answer a lot of the How, What, Where
and Why questions that new seed growers may have. * Members who bring in some of
their home grown seedlings for show and tell might even win a surprize…..go on do it!
FEATURE EVENT: Kerry Tate will talk to us about the cross breeds of the bromeliad world intergeneric plants. * Maybe a member’s surprize here also..show us your intergeneric!
and…John Catlan says!

JUNE - General Meeting - Saturday 28th
ANNUAL CENT AUCTION!!! Member donations of quality succulent & bromeliad plants to
the auction would be greatly appreciated.
MAIN EVENT: Doug Cross will discuss Cryptanthus and show us
some of his hybrids.
FEATURE EVENT: Peter Wright will talk on ‘Miniature aloes and
others…’ from the succulent world.
and…Special Resolution voting on member’s acceptance of Model Rules & associated ByLaws. and…Learning with Gloria!

JULY - General Meeting - Saturday 26th
MAIN EVENT: Len & Sheryl Waite (whose gardens we visit in May) will show and discuss
some of the spiky genera. Particularly Dyckia,
Hechtia & Orthophytum.
FEATURE EVENT: ‘Growing Broms in a Harsh
Environment’. Greg & Narelle Aizlewood will discuss
how a member of their family grows his broms
in…Dubbo, Central Western NSW. And it gets VERY
COLD around Dubbo!
and…John Catlan says!
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lants of the Month
Members are encouraged to bring their specimens of these plants to the applicable month's
meeting for brag/show and tell. Plants do not have to be in flower, we also grow for foliage!

May

Bromeliad Intergenerics, Guzmania & any Succulent

June

Quesnelia, Tillandsia & any Succulent

July

Dyckia, Hechtia, Puya & any Succulent

August

Aechmea, Orthophytum & any Succulent

September

Billbergia, Vriesea & any Succulent

October

Canistrum, Neoregelia, Nidularium & any Succulent

November

Any Bromeliad genus not previously featured & any Succulent.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
for ALL MEMBERS
Notice of Special Resolution:
All members are hereby informed that
the below special resolution will be
presented for voting at the JUNE 2014
Monthly General Meeting of the Gold
Coast Succulent & Bromeliad society Inc.
“The Management Committee headed by President Shane Weston requests
the membership of the Gold Coast Succulent & Bromeliad Society Inc. to adopt the
1st January 2014 revisions of the Society’s Model Rules and By-Laws and
the referenced appendices of those By-Laws.”

Any objections to this Special Resolution should be directed to Shane Weston
no later than 1st June 2014.
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Shane Says…
Hello folks! What a great time we’ve had of it
lately and I am still buzzing from a big April!
I do hope all who attended, enjoyed our Expo. I
know I did for sure, but it seemed to be over far
too quickly – like a good party!
I think we can say confidently that the 2014 Autumn Expo was
a resounding success! Check out these figures….25% increase
in attendance and sales value. Great work everyone!

EXPO
Attendance
Plants Sold
Sales Value

2014 2013
268
218
1211
878
$11494 $9189

Congratulations to all the popular vote winners also. There
were some outstanding plants entered. Presentations will be made at the May 24th meeting to the
winners of our 3 trophies. Special mention to Berice Bragg & Jennifer Laurie who I awarded special
prizes for the ‘best looking sale plants in the room! But all sellers’ plants were well grown and
beautifully presented I believe.
It is now time for us to start planning for our next big ‘annual’ event - the combined sales event
with the Gold Coast District Orchid Society at the Albert Waterways Community Centre in
Broadbeach. This is on August 30 & 31. Sales table reservations should be made by entering your
name and requirements in the applicable booking book or by contacting Glenda.
Can each & every member please sign in/make a mark when attending our monthly meetings. I
know there is just a single line for couples/family membership, but each must sign/make a mark if
in attendance. This is for insurance matters, and more importantly, how can you win a lucky door
prize if you don’t sign in?
I will have some surprizes to give away at our upcoming May meeting…just for participating..bring
some of your seedlings & your favourite intergenerics for show and tell. Our main presentation in
May is about seed growing and I know some of you already do this..hint hint Wendy, Graeme, Jen
and all you other secret seed growers! And Kerry Tate will be showing us some of her intergeneric
Bromeliads.
I love the front cover picture this edition, well done Kathleen. You captured the man so well I
think. Ok see you at the meeting on Sat 24th May I hope. Thanks to those that contribute!
Shane Weston GCSBS.President@gmail.com T: 0408 247 208

We welcome these new and renewing members to our society.
We hope you enjoy your time with us and encourage your
participation in your group! Photos, articles, presentations,
questions, floor sweeping are all welcomed!
Paul Borland, Keryn Simpson & David Boudier
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SHOPPING CENTRE DISPLAY & SALES’ EVENTS
 Centro Tweed Shopping Centre
August

Thursday 7th, Friday 8th and Saturday 9th

 The Pines (Elanora) Shopping Centre
October

Thursday 9th, Friday 10th and Saturday 11th

 Southport Park Shopping Centre
November Thursday 6th, Friday 7th and Saturday 8th.

 Helensvale Plaza Shopping Centre
June
July
September
December

Thursday 12th and Friday 13th
Thursday 10th and Friday 11th
Thursday 11th and Friday 12th
Thursday 11th and Friday 12th

 Mudgeeraba Market Shopping Centre
May
October

Thursday 29th and Friday 30th
Thursday 30th and Friday 31st

Any member with 3 or more month’s membership can add their name to the list of sellers for any of the above
venues and dates. This register is available at each monthly general meeting. Of course there are certain guidelines
to be followed when representing us at these venues. For more information please contact Glenda Hodgson.

 CONFERENCE NEWS:
BSI World Conference ‘Bromeliads in Paradise’
Honolulu Hawaii - 8 to 14 September 2014
There is still time to register and save. Take a break and see some of the most amazing
bromeliads that grow in the paradise islands of Hawaii. Check out the BSI web site for
additional information – http://www.bsi.org/new/conference-corner/

ABC - Australasian Bromeliad Conference – ‘Bromsmatta 2015’
Parramatta, Sydney - 16 to 19 April 2015
For those who like to plan in advance and take advantage of a saving - lodge your Early Bird
Registration before May 1, 2014 to Jan 31 2015 and pay ony $280, after January - $300.
Check their website for more info at: http://www.bromeliad.org.au/Conference.htm
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BUS TRIPS
--- Saturday 2nd August. Peter and Denise Ball will welcome
us at Joyner on the north side of Brisbane. Peter is a very active
member of the Bromeliad Society of Queensland and has only
recently relocated his home and garden to this property.
After morning tea and a garden stroll we will continue on to The Olive Branch to Len and
Olive Trevor’s garden. Here we will partake of some lunch (BYO) after which we will have a
guided tour through the gardens and shade houses. BYO lunch.
Bus approximate pickup times: 7.30am - Tugun, 7.50am - Carrara Community Centre and
8am. - Coomera Service Centre. Approx. cost should be $25.00 pp. (To be confirmed.)

--- Sunday 26th October. The first garden to visit will be Viola and Neil Hamilton at
Bahrs Scrub. Viola was a member of the GCSBS some time ago and often opens her garden
for the Australian Open Garden Scheme but is not doing so this year. We will have morning
tea at this venue. Viola will have plants for sale on the day.
The second garden will be that of John and Ruth Higgins. John and Ruth are heavily involved
in the Cactus and Succulent Society of Queensland and Ruth is instrumental in organising
the Cactus and Succulent Conference in Brisbane this year, so their garden should look a
dream.
They relocated their home and plant collection a few years ago and have only now got it to
a point where they are happy to accept visitors.
You will need to BYO lunch and a chair. They will have plants for sale, and whilst they are
heavily into cactus and succulents they also have a good collection of bromeliads.

 All these gardeners will have plants for sale!!!
There are many volunteers in our Society who
contribute way more than just their time and
physical presence. Pictured here are 2 great
people who exemplify outstanding
contributions to ensure all enjoy our meetings
& events. Thanks so so much to Ann & Harry for
your ongoing support and efforts - it is greatly
appreciated.
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Part of GCSBS member Ray Witchell’s lovely garden. Pretty good for a young bloke!

---------------------A very special birthday wish from all at the GCSBS to Olive Trevor
on the occasion of her 80th on May 25th. Olive is undoubtedly the
Queen of Bromeliads in Australia. The Gold Coast society is so
extremely fortunate to have Olive attend & support our meetings
and also share her bromeliad passion with us so readily.

!!! MANY HAPPY RETURNS OLIVE !!!
---------------------It would help us financially & the environment greatly
if members could please bring their own tea/coffee cup to
the monthly meetings. Using your cup would save us
buying polystyrene cups that are then discarded.
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INFORMATION ON OUR NEXT FIELD DAY - - - 12 JULY 2014
This will be drive yourself activity day. Carpooling might
be a good option if a couple of members are travelling
from the same area.
Day will commence at our first garden that of Peter and Noreen Wright at about
9.30 a.m. The address for this visit is 19 Columbus Drive Hollywell on the
northern end of the Gold Coast.
Please bring your own chair and cup. Morning Tea will be at Peter and
Noreen’s home.
* B.Y.O. Morning Tea and Lunch.
Peter will have plants for sale on the day.
Our next garden visit and our lunch stop will be at John and Glenda Hodgson’s
home and garden. Address - 45 Uplands Drive Parkwood
I personally would like to thank both Peter & Noreen, John & Glenda for making
their gardens available to us. If there is any person, preferably a newer member
or a garden that we have not had the privilege to visit previously, who would
consider tagging along as a third garden visit on that day please contact us and
we could make suitable arrangements.
For any information please contact Narelle Aizlewood on (07) 5546 1161.

Cent Auction…June 28th Meeting….
Member donations towards our upcoming Cent Auction would be greatly
appreciated. The bromeliads & succulents should be clean, healthy & well grown
and be a plant that you would welcome into your garden or collection.
Please bring these on the day.

Let’s make this important fundraiser a successful funraiser!
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Epiphyllums
I believe the Epiphyllum pictured is supposed to be
"Green Ice" white centre petals, followed by cream
ones, with pale burgundy underneath.
Epiphyllums (commonly known as Orchid Cacti) can be
taken at any time of the year. Allow cut to dry, before
planting two to three cuttings in potting mix. Plant no
deeper than 1 1/2 inches and stake until they root.
I use cymbidium orchid mix, with a small amount of
slow release fertilizer. Cuttings may take 2 to 3 years
to flower - seems a long time to wait, but once you see
the flowers you will realise it was well worth it.

Epiphyllums prefer filtered sunlight or a few hours of morning or afternoon sun, never
direct noonday sun.
So come on you succulent enthusiasts, add at least
one Epiphyllum to your collection today.
Adenium obesum (Desert Rose) (white Form).
This is a small to medium shrub producing oleander
type flowers in a range of colours (pink, red, white)
with glossy leaves at the end of branches. It is a tough
drought resistant plant perfect for pot culture.
It will often flower more profusely if pot bound. Grow
in sunny, warm position in well-drained soil. Water
only when dry as over watering may result in rotting.
This is an ideal plant to bonsai.
Barb Adams

The GCSBS is proud to support the Cancer Council
by requesting all members & visitors at our May
24th meeting to contribute a gold coin for their
cuppas. All profit from the canteen at this meeting
will be donated to the Cancer Council.
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A few more of Barb’s lovely plants! Photography by Jim Adams


DESIGN A NEW LOGO AND WIN A YEAR'S FREE MEMBERSHIP.
We need a new logo that is bold and creative and with a
sense of flair. If you design the winning entry we will waive
your membership fees for 2015. Submit your design/s to
Shane either via email or in person. Entries, open to all, close
30 June 2014.
Here is our current logo > > > >
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2014 POPULAR VOTE REPORT
There were 66 entries in our show this year exhibited by 18 growers
– an improvement of 19 plants! Well done. The succulent sections
were particularly well represented, with 19 succulents entered in
the five categories.
Best succulent went to Ruth Dickson for her Silver Ball cactus – how
many times is your name on the trophy now Ruth? Congratulations
for a beautifully grown and presented plant.
The overall best bromeliad was Barb Stutz’s
Aechmea ampla, a plant grown for its form and
colour.
Judge’s choice award was presented to Helen
Mueller for her bowl of Cryptanthus Elaine, a large,
well grown clump, with lovely pink colour and good
form.
Large Neoregelias had the largest number of entries, there were more billbergias and
Cryptanthus than we have had before, but there was an obvious lack of numbers in the
Aechmea and Vriesea categories. This was surprising as we have seen so many beautiful
variegated Vrieseas and well-grown Aechmeas on the sales tables at our meetings.
Avid succulent grower Barb Adams won first place in many categories, adding to her
growing list of awards. The bowl garden category was under discussion, and it was decided
to add another category to cater for those more ‘quirky’ containers that some of us choose
to grow our plants in. More details later.
Thanks to all those people who helped with the organisation and setting up of tables, plant
placement and counting the votes at the end of the day. Narelle and Kathleen were a great
help, as was Shane who started registrations on Friday evening and created an electronic
entry system which made tallying much easier.
Looking forward to an even more well-supported competition next year, thank you to all
those who took the plunge and participated in the event this year.
Jeanette

SPECIAL CONGRATULATIONS to Colin & Monica Mead on the occasion of
their 55th wedding anniversary on May 2nd.
Two more valued & vital volunteers of the GCSBS!
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GCSBS inc. Bromlink & Website Advertising Rates per issue
¼ A5 page $25

½ A5 page $40

¾ A5 page $60

Full A5 page $75 except for a full A5 back page which would be $150.
All rates automatically entitle the advertiser to a free GCSBS website mention for the
duration of your Bromlink listing. Ads for succulents or bromeliads or products directly
related to their growing requirements will only be considered for publication.
Contact: GCSBS.Bromlink@gmail.com or GCSBS.President@gmail.com

The aims of our society are:
(A) To stimulate interest in the conservation, and to promote the culture
and development of, succulents and bromeliads.
(B) To acquire and disseminate information regarding these plants and to
encourage their production and propagation.
(C) To ban totally from our collection any such plants which become
noxious.
(D) To enlighten members and the public on the dangers of cultivating
certain noxious species.
(E) To give exhibitions, arrange field days, and other events, and to make
such publications as are deemed desirable.
(F) To associate, affiliate or otherwise join or connect ourselves with
similar bodies or societies.
(G) To make seeds and plants available to members under the control of
the Society.
(H) To foster family membership and members.
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