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Dates for your Diary!

www.GCSBS.org.au

Meetings held at the Carrara Community Centre, Nielsens Rd, Carrara (Motorway Exit 73)

Welcome to these new and renewing members who have
joined our society. We hope you enjoy your time with us.
Neville French, Jan Tobiano, Rob and Rosie Kelly, Helen Mueller,
Nick and Val Kelly, Joy Hsu, Wendy Perske, Mary Minogue,
Lorraine Fox, Graeme and Judy Symonds, Cameron Cooling and
Catherine Smith, Bruce and Heather Condon, Kerry Reeves,
Warwick and Jennifer Laurie, Nathan Schroeder, Greg
Aizlewood, Doug Smith, Gail Young, Brian and Joy McCaskell,
Kathy Watt, Joyce Wittman, Marjorie Kukulies, Ilse Marrone,
Tom and Wendy Barnett, Jeannette Henwood, Wayne
O’Connor, Gai Morrow, Michael Davis and Clive Collyer.
4

UPCOMING SPEAKER

AND

MEETING PROGRAMS

JANUARY – general meeting – Saturday 25th
BEGINNERS/NOVICES CLASS: 1130am with tips, hint & tricks by John Catlan
MAIN EVENT: “The GCSBS Annual Quiz” * with Quizmaster Kerry Tate.
Previous Quiz winners since inception:
Shane Weston (2011), Kerry Tate (2012) and Olive Trevor (2013)
Members are invited to participate in another fun, multiple-choice quiz about our beloved
succulents and bromeliads. This event promises to be an entertaining,
educational and relaxing way to start the New Year. The 2014 quiz winner
will be presented with the perpetual, champion crown. Who will that be?
NB. Please bring a pen or two.
FEATURE EVENT: Olive Trevor will show & talk on Neoregelia and be available for questions
on growing tips and tricks.

FEBRUARY – general meeting – Saturday 22nd
MAIN EVENT: Greg Aizlewood will speak on Billbergia and
introduce some of his new hybrids and imports.
FEATURE EVENT: Olive Trevor will talk on some of her favourite
Aechmea and provide some valuable growing tips and tricks.

MARCH – general meeting – Saturday 22nd
MAIN EVENT: Barry Genn will be our main speaker on the topic of
Tillandsias. He will have plants to show and some of his own
Tillandsia Hybrids. He will also have plants for sale.
FEATURE EVENT: Kathleen Henderson will talk to us about
preparing & presenting our plants for the April Expo Popular Vote
competition.
John Catlan Says….meeting presentation.

Like the new cover? Send your photographs in for consideration of publication
within the Bromlink or maybe even front cover feature! Go on do it….email digital photos to
the Editor or President.
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lants of the Month.
Members are encouraged to bring their specimens of these plants to the applicable
month's meeting for brag/show and tell. Plants do not have to be in flower – we also
grow for foliage!
January

Catopsis, Hohenbergia, Neoregelia & any Succulent

February

Aechmea, Billbergia & any Succulent

March

Tillandsia, Vriesea & any Succulent

April

Alcantarea, Cryptanthus, Neoregelia & any Succulent

May

Bromeliad Intergenerics, Guzmania & any Succulent

June

Quesnelia, Tillandsia & any Succulent

July

Dyckia, Hechtia, Puya & any Succulent

August

Aechmea, Orthophytum & any Succulent

September

Billbergia, Vriesea & any Succulent

October

Canistrum, Neoregelia, Nidularium & any Succulent

November

Any Bromeliad genus not previously featured & any Succulent.

Congratulations to Janice for her
hard work in the kitchen. Profit
made from the yummy menu
items is donated to charity. Last
year it was the Gold Coast PCYC,
who were very appreciative of
the cheque for $1031.00, which
Janice is shown here presenting
to one of the officers involved
with the PCYC program.
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Shane Says…
New Year greetings everyone - I’m sure we can all contribute in some way to making 2014
with the GCSBS another fun year. So please if you have some spare time, offer to pack up
some chairs or tables after a meeting, sweep the floor, grab a security vest and watch the
sales floor and doors, etc. Write an article, submit a photograph, you know.
What about that Colossal Raffle in Nov! There were some outstanding plants obtained by
Rob & Rosie, and also donated by members. We spent about $1800 on plants and took
about $1632 in ticket sales. A very pleasing result from both ‘business’ and plant quality
perspective I think.
And to kick off the year we have our traditional Annual Quiz - always a fun event, please
bring a pen/pencil on Sat 25th Jan!
The committee has also decided to once again hold our major yearly event, “2014 Bromeliad
& Succulent Autumn Expo”, on Sat 12th April and at our Carrara venue. This date clashes
with day 1 of the BSQ’s event and as agreed upon by the majority of GCSBS members in
attendance at our Nov meeting; we will proceed with the 12th April. We are not here to fight
over income, attendance or any such matter. It simply comes down to the parking &
availability of our Carrara venue and avoiding a clash with nearby sporting activities. We
will be supporting and promoting a double-barrelled brom weekend. Folks can visit us on Sat
and Brisbane on Sunday. Win Win!
The Annual Popular Vote competition will also be held in conjunction with this Expo. So you
can commence planning & preparing your plants for show, sale and competition now! More
details are published in this (BIG) Bromlink issue on pages 13 & 14.
We will be trialling a new checkout process from our Jan 25th meeting. There will be 2 x
checkouts open – the aim being to serve members & guests as quickly as possible. One
checkout point is insufficient. This trial may mean some patience & understanding (and
HELP!) from members & guests – or help!
2014 will see Succulenticon being held in Brisbane October 3rd to 6th. This will be the 23rd
conference of Australian Cactus & Succulent Societies and is hosted by the Cactus &
Succulent Society of QLD Inc. We will have some info at
the next meeting or check their website out at:
Succulenticon 2014
Happy Australia Day!
Shane Weston

GCSBS.President@gmail.com

T: 0408 247 208
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2014 SHOPPING CENTRE DISPLAY & SALES’ EVENTS PLAN
• Centro Tweed Shopping Centre
February - Thursday 6th, Friday 7th and Saturday 8th
August - Thursday 7th, Friday 8th and Saturday 9th

• The Pines (Elanora) Shopping Centre
March – Thursday 6th, Friday 7th and Saturday 8th.

We are currently still

October – Thursday 9th, Friday 10th and Saturday 11th

organising Mudgeeraba

• Southport Park Shopping Centre

Shopping Village dates

th

th

and will advise members

th

May - Thursday 8 , Friday 9 and Saturday 10 .

of these ASAP.

November - Thursday 6th, Friday 7th and Saturday 8th.

• Helensvale Plaza Shopping Centre
June - Thursday 12th and Friday 13th
July - Thursday 10th and Friday 11th
September - Thursday 11th and Friday 12th
December - Thursday 11th and Friday 12th
Any member with 3 or more months membership can add their name to the list of sellers
for any of the above venues and dates. This register is available at each monthly general
meeting. Of course there are certain guidelines to be followed when representing us at
these venues. For more information please see or contact Glenda.
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CHRISTMAS PARTY FUN
November 2013
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Ananas the Pineapple Genus
There are no records of the origin or first cultivation
of the pineapple; or the selection of the large fruited,
seedless variety now known as 'Smooth Cayenne'. By
the time Europeans reached the New World, it was
widely distributed around the islands and coastal
mainland countries of the Caribbean where it was
known by various local names; one of which was anana;
and this has been retained as the botanical name for
the pineapple genus, Ananas.
The pineapple was 'discovered' by Columbus on
the island of Guadeloupe in 1492. His diary records the
astonishment and delight of the crew when they tasted
the fruit for the first time. The travellers from Europe
likened the fruit to the shape of the cones of the pine trees of their homeland; with the
taste of an apple; and the name 'Pineapple' has persisted to this day.
When Columbus returned to Europe, he took pineapple plants with him. Despite
efforts by European gardeners, it was well over a century before they were able to perfect a
hothouse method for growing the plants; more particularly, the regular flowering and
production of a pineapple fruit. Wealthy Europeans cultivated the plants in hot houses and
the fruits were used as banquet-table centre pieces in the great houses of Europe.
Into the 1600s, the pineapple remained so uncommon and coveted a commodity that
King Charles II of England posed for an official portrait in an act then symbolic of royal
privilege -- receiving a pineapple as a gift. The pineapple became a symbol of hospitality and
friendship; and began to appear as a motif in the work of wood carvers, silversmiths and
potters.
Pineapples were introduced into Queensland in 1838 and were cultivated in the
fertile coastal strip from Brisbane to Rockhampton. I have a copy of a newspaper clipping
from the Moreton Bay Courier, dated 1893, referring to a fungal disease causing serious root
and crown rot in pineapple plantations at Nundah.
….............
Ananas is a genus of large heavily spined terrestrial plants, sub-family Bromelioideae,
with the following distinctive features: Composite fruit (the ovaries of individual flowers are
fused into a single fruit) and the fruit is topped with a coma of leaves (essentially a terminal
offset on the flower spike). Currently there are seven species listed for the genus: Ananas
ananassoides, A. bracteatus, A. comosus, A. fritzmuelleri, A. lucidus, A. nanus and A.
paraguazensis; with variegated forms listed for bracteatus and comosus. These variegated
plants are seen in some local collections; and A.nanus, is occasionally seen on the show
bench. A.erectifolius has been removed from older listings.
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Pseudananas (false pineapple) is a very closely related genus is with only one species:
sagenarius (macrodontes in older literature). This species has most of the characteristics of
Ananas but lacks the crown of leaves at the top of the fruit and is considered to be a
tetrapoloid (n=100).
Ananus nanus
As suggested by its specific name Ananas nanus is the smallest of the genus; usually 1016 spiny leaves to a diameter of 250-350 mm. The fruit is small, 25-60 mm and consists
mainly of fibre with almost no flesh or juice. An easy species to grow in S.E. Queensland, in
a standard potting mixture. As with other terrestrial bromeliads, A.nanus benefits from a
regular supply of nutrients, especially one with a high potassium content; an NPK test of
15:5:20 with trace elements; additional calcium and magnesium is recommended. This
species can be acclimatised to grow in full sun. A pale green leaf colour indicates a good
balance of light and nitrogen.
Propagation of A. nanus
If the plant has been well nourished, when the fruit has matured, it may have an offset
growing from the base of the fruit as well as the crown. Allow the fruit to remain on the
plant as long as possible. Handle with care as the attachment of the fruit to the peduncle
(stem of the fruit) becomes increasingly brittle. When the fruit is mature, remove the fruit
from the plant and the crown from the fruit. The crown can be potted up after drying off for
a few days.
The fruit with a small basal offset is placed on a
bench out of direct sunlight and left until the fruit
has shrivelled and quite dry. By this time the offset
will have grown on, extracting nourishment from
the fruit; and can be removed, treated as seedling
and potted. If there is no basal shoot, I leave the
crown on the fruit to develop until the fruit has
dried off; and the crown can be removed and
potted.
In the meantime, the original plant should
produce at least one vigorous sucker. Using this
technique, my best result to date was five plants:
Two good suckers from the mother plant, one from
the crown and two smaller plants from the base of
the fruit.

Peter Paroz
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2014 Bromeliad & Succulent Autumn Expo
~ Saturday 12th April 2014 ~ 9am to 3pm ~ Carrara Community Centre ~

Selling & Setup
o Only financial members who have also attended a minimum of 5 General Meetings in
the previous 12 months are eligible to sell plants at this show. Exception requests can
be lodged in writing to the President.
o Sales' table orders must be lodged by 1st April with Shane Weston.
o Succulents, Bromeliads and Tropical Plants only should be available for sale.
o The Society's commission on member's Expo sales will be the usual 10% and regular
sales guidelines will apply to this event.
o Set up for plant sales & display will be from 3pm until 6pm on Friday 11th April, and
also on Saturday morning 12th April from 7am until 830am.
o No sales, display or competition plants can be packed away prior to 3pm.
o Members selling plants at the show should provide quality plants for the display.

Popular Vote Competition:

(Category list on next page)
Registrations will only be available from 4-6pm on Friday evening (April 11th) and again
from 7-8am on Saturday morning. This will permit adequate time for plant display.
Please print clearly on the registration form and present this form with your plants. You
don’t have to register your plants in person; a friend may do this for you. Please indicate
the category you are entering, the plant name and remember to write your name on the
top of the sheet! Registration forms will be available later, but start preparing your plants
now! ☺ (a presentation will be delivered at the March meeting on plant preparation to
help us out with some tips - thanks Kathleen!)
Three perpetual trophies will also be awarded as part of the Popular Vote Competition;
• An overall bromeliad winner - The Roly Reilly Perpetual Trophy
• An overall succulent winner - The Kathleen Henderson Perpetual Trophy
• Judge’s Choice Best in Show - Trophy donated by The Orchid Den
Popular Vote Competition Standards:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Only GCSBS financial members can participate.
There must be no member identifying marks on any competition plants.
Plants entered must have been owned by the exhibitor for at least six months
Pots and potting mix are to be dry with tank bromeliads empty of water.
Single members/family members may enter up to three (3) plants in each class.
There will be five categories for succulents and thirteen categories for bromeliads.
First, second and third place recognition medals will be awarded in each class - if
applicable.
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2014 Popular Vote Competition Categories
CATEGORY NUMBERS FOR SUCCULENTS
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

1 Potted Succulent with leaves
1 Potted Succulent without leaves (not a dormant plant)
Specimen succulent – 3 or more plants connected by an intact root
Succulent Bowl Garden
Variegated succulent – single specimen plant

CATEGORY NUMBERS FOR BROMELIADS
6. Aechmea
7. Billbergia
8. Cryptanthus
9. Neoregelia - large over and above 200mm.
10.Neoregelia - mini under 200mm.
11.Any other Bromelioideae
12.Dyckia & Hectia
13.Any other Pitcairnoideae
14.Tillandsia
15.Vriesea
16.Any other Tillandsioideae
17.Bi-generic
18.Specimen - any genus ( A specimen is defined as a clump of 3 or more plants
connected by a common rhizome)

The Popular Vote is not show judged & only GCSBS members can vote!

We are always on the lookout for members’ gardens to visit.
If anyone is interested in making their garden available to us for a
field day or bus trip please contact Narelle either in person at the
meetings or by telephone on 07 5546 1161.
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THE PLEASING PORTEAS
Mulford B. Foster

Some of the plants that we now call Porteas have had a rather varied "name calling" career.
Exclusively Brazilian there are only five recognized species and two varieties. Outstandingly
decorative some of them should be much better known horticulturally, and since this is the
one hundredth anniversary year of the genus, we feel it is fitting that plant fanciers become
more familiar with its history.
The first plant to be called a Portea was found in Bahia, Brazil
by Blanchet. It was botanically described by C. Koch in Ind.
Sem. Hort. Berol. for 1856 and therein
1. 1. named Portea Kermesiana.
The genus was named for Dr. Marius Porte of Paris for he was
the first person to introduce this plant into cultivation in
1885. So far as we know there is now no living material under
cultivation of this species and there seems to be no record of
anyone having collected it again since Blanchet. Dr. Porte was
a naturalist who lived in Brazil from 1834 to 1859 where he
worked in the fields of palaeontology, conchology, ethnology
and botany; he also made an outstanding medical
contribution in his humanitarian service during the cholera
epidemic in Bahia, Brazil. (Biog. notes from Revue Hort. 1870
p. 230 by Houllet.)
To confuse the botanical history of the genus Portea a little more, we find that Gardner
collected a plant in the state of Minas Geraes about 1840 but it must have laid in the
herbarium, unnoticed, for forty-nine years, as it was not identified until 1889 at which time
it was named Portea Gardneri Baker. Although this plant was, no doubt, the first Portea
ever to be found, it was not the first to be named.
The Princes Sachsen-Coburg found this same species (of Gardner's collection) during their
famous botanical expedition to Brazil in 1879. It was named and published (nine years
before Gardner's specimen came to light) as Aechmea Noettigii Wawra in Oesterr. Bot.
Zeitschr. XXX 1880. (Wawra was the botanist on the Sachsen-Coburg expedition.)
Later, in 1892, Baker renamed this plant as Aechmea microthyrsa; then, in the same year,
reconsidered its validity and put it in another genus, naming it Streptocalyx orthopoda.
In the same year Carl Mez, in trying to clarify the confusions, renamed it again and placed it
in the genus Portea, returning for the species name to that of Wawra, when he named it
15

Ae. Noettigii. The Mez description of Portea Noettigii was published in Martius Flora of
Brazil III. 3. (1892) 296.
1. But, this was not the final decision (!) Fifty-one years later, in 1943, it received its latest,
and we hope its final name, of Portea petropolitana var. noettigii (Wawra) L. B. Smith
because Dr. Smith considers it only a varietal form of the Portea petropolitana.
The original type species of Portea petropolitana (Wawra) Mez (first described by Wawra
as Aechmea petropolitana in 1880) is now listed as Portea
petropolitanavar. petropolitana to indicate (according to the new nomenclatural rules) that
it was the first one of this species to be named.
This species is now blooming profusely in the garden at the Bromelario in Orlando, Florida
and is pictured in accompanying photo.
The author found this species in 1939 growing in the littoral within a few hundred feet of
the Atlantic Ocean, in full sun and sand, in the state of Espirito Santo as well as in the
interior.
It is a very robust plant. The stiff rosette of prominently spined leaves form a plant which
often reaches from three to four feet in height when in bloom. The flower head is a rather
compact, much-branched cylindrical panicle about twelve to eighteen inches long and
continues to produce flowers from mid-October until January. The delicate white-lavender
petals are held tightly in a cup of strongly spined sepals which are united at their bases and
are barely distinct from the ovary. Sepals and ovary are a delicate pink-orange in color. This
lovely combination holds a lavender pistil emerging just above the barely open tube of
lingulate petals. Each petal holds two nectar
scales at their base.
Unlike most bromeliads the old inflorescences
do not decay and fall away after they have
ceased to show any life, but, instead they
persist for three and four years; they cannot
be pulled out but must be cut off if removal is
desired. However, they are not unattractive
and actually make a dried arrangement in
between the annual flowering periods. It is a
lovely addition to any tropical garden.
2. Another variety is also most
attractive. Portea petropolitana var. extensa L.
B. Smith (see p. 88 this issue; also on cover of
Brom. Bul. Vol. 1, No. 2, March-April, 1952) is perhaps the most graceful and delicate of all
the Porteas.
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We first discovered it in a mangrove swamp area near the sea at Victoria in Espirito Santo,
Brazil. It was growing in masses attached to the mangrove roots barely four feet above the
high tide mark. The first plants we saw were not in flower and little did we realize what a
beautiful bromeliad this was until we later found plants in flower growing on rocks near the
inland bays of the littoral.
The light yellow-green leaves of this variety are not as stiff as those of the other Portea
species and, although the leaf margin spines are large and jet black, they are really not very
stout. With a charming open spray of flowers of lavender petals and apple green ovaries,
this variety extensa is one of the most attractive additions to a bromeliad collection or
garden that one could wish for.
Early in spring this plant brings forth a spray of delicate flower buds, each on a long pedicle
that day by day continue to grow larger and more colorful. A month later the flowers, now
ready to show their lavender petals, a few each day, continue to bloom for at least two
months. Gradually the fruits enlarge and as they grow heavier the spray, now three feet
high, nods gracefully above the narrow leaves and it remains a conversation piece until
December when the berries will turn a dark purple. Rarely have they produced seeds unless
they have been pollinated by hand or by the humming birds, although the fruits will be full
size and solid whether it is with or without seeds. They have a pleasant sweet fruity odour
and taste when crushed.
3. Portea leptantha Harms was discovered by B. Pickel in
Pernambuco in 1929. Harms describes the color of the
flower as brick red.
The author collected this species in 1948 in the states of
Paraiba and Pernambuco; a fine specimen of this plant has
been in flower the greater part of this past summer (1956)
in our Florida garden. The petals are yellow and the ovary
orange-yellow. So far as we can ascertain this species has
never been in cultivation before. The plant reaches a height
of four feet and as shown in the accompanying photo the
inflorescence is corymbose (composed of clusters) and
each cluster contains many flowers on small branches. The
individual plants have eight to twelve lingulate (tongue
shape) stiff leaves with spiny margins and a stout terminal spine. They were growing on
rocks in large clusters in full sun.
4. Portea filifera L. B. Smith was discovered in Bahia by Racine and me in June 1939. This
was the first Portea that we had ever seen, and, incidentally, it is the least attractive, from a
decorative standpoint, of any of the species in the genus. The stiff, dark green leaves reach
a length of three feet but the inflorescence which is subdense and cylindrical, contain many
small flowers.
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5. Portea Silveirae Mez was named for its discoverer A. A. da
Silveira who found this species in Minas Gerais about 1900.
The plant is a very rugged one similar to P.
petropolitana var. petropolitana. The dense spike of flowers
with reddish-lavender petals is a very decorative one and the
writer took this species in both Espirito Santo as well as Minas
Gerais in 1939 and 1940.
All of the species of Porteas bear their flowers on thin stems or
pedicels and they have very small thin flower bracts at their
bases but the colorful primary bracts at the base of each
branch and all along the scape are quite ample.
Article submitted by Narelle Aizlewood ~ an occasional
inclusion relating the name changes in plants.


Wanted..........................
THE LOAN OF AN OLD ROCKING CHAIR.
IT DOESN’T MATTER IF IT IS BROKEN – THAT WOULD BE BETTER STILL.
IF ANYONE CAN HELP PLEASE CONTACT NARELLE AIZLEWOOD. 55461161.

WHOLESALE BROMELIADS of AUSTRALIA, THE POCKET
(Near Mullumbimby, Northern NSW)
Large range of bromeliads - Agents for Deroose, Exotic Plant of Belgium and
Andrew Maloy’s KIWI COLLECTION VRIESEAS.
Visitors welcome by appointment.
P.0266845374.
F.0266845168.
email: plants@ausbroms.com.au
Website: www.ausbroms.com.au

18

(Members make their own transport arrangements or organise car-pooling for Field Trips.)
SUNDAY 23 MARCH at Greg and Narelle Aizlewood’s garden.
(Address to follow.)
They will conduct two workshops on the day:
1. Narelle will talk on propagating and offsetting bromeliads
2. Greg will give practical demonstrations in relation to Tillandsias.
Their lovely garden will be open from 9.00 am with workshops commencing at 10am AND a
sausage and sizzle at about 12noon!
All are welcome to come along and participate in a good day of fun.

Who am I Quiz?

All correct entries placed into a prize draw at Feb 22nd meeting
call, email, write or see Shane to lodge your entry!
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CREATING A SUCCULENT BOWL GARDEN
With the upcoming competition in April, you may want to create
a bowl garden to enter for the succulent section. If so, there are
many sources of ideas for arranging foliage, choosing a container
to complement your selection and other tips which are helpful in
creating a great display garden.
One of our library books, Succulent Container Gardens by Debra
Lee Baldwin, is an amazing visual feast to inspire and delight. So
many ideas are shown in this book. Plants suitable for planting
according to height, colour, cultural preferences and eye appeal are listed and shown.
If you can’t borrow this book, you need look no further than the internet for an astonishing
amount of information, images and how-to guides.
I accessed YouTube and found the following videos which looked good, but I’m sure there
are many more out there.
As well as videos, there are numerous blogs on succulent growing, as well as websites for
established succulent societies. Jeanette Henwood
Creating a succulent garden for colour
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7A7W2lIrJxQ
Creating a living picture with succulents
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QWbWZs6ClGw
How to design your own Succulent Container
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ugRZugu_C8g
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A stunning Billbergia...........



Billbergia alfonsi-joannis flowering in my garden
in late spring. The inflorescence is one of the
largest of the genus and looks spectacular
growing in trees. Photo by Monica Mead

A very important bunch!

BROMELIAD
MEGA SALE
SAT 15th & SUN 16th February 2014 7am-3pm
**1000
**1000’S
1000’S TO CHOOSE FROM*
*LARGE COLLECTIONS ON SALE FROM LOCAL GROWERS,
*NEW, RARE AND HIGHLY SOUGHT AFTER VARIETIES AVAILABLE

HUGE VARIETY
FULL SUN LANDSCAPING PLANTS TO SHADE LOVERS

VRIESEAS, NEO’S, AECHMEAS, ALCANTAREAS,
CRYPTANTHUS, MINI NEO’S TILLANDSIAS & MORE

*LOADS OF BARGAINS*

Mal & Michelle Cameron’s
11 APOLLO CRT VICTORIA POINT
FOR ENQUIRIES PH: 0413679020
mmmrcam@bigpond.net.au
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Proposed 2014 Bus Trips
1/
The first on Sunday the 18 May. Travelling to Len and
Sheryl Waite’s garden at Upper Caboolture and later in the
afternoon calling in to a garden at Mt. Gravatt owned by
Eileen Burton.
Eileen entered her garden in the Australian Open Garden
Scheme last year for the very first time and had lots of interest.
Bus approximate pickup times: 7.30am - Tugun, 750am - Carrara Community Centre and
8am. - Coomera Service Centre
Approx. cost should be $25.00 pp.
BYO Lunch; which will be at Talbot Lodge (Len and Sheryl’s home.)
Should be a great day. Two great gardens to visit. Not to be missed. First in gets a seat.
2/
The second trip planned will be on Sunday the 26 October – the day after our
October meeting.
The first garden to visit will be Viola and Neil Hamilton at Bahrs Scrub. Viola was a member
of the GCSBS some time ago and often opens her garden for the Australian Open Garden
Scheme but is not doing so this year. We will have morning tea at this venue. Viola will
have plants for sale on the day.
The second garden will be that of John and Ruth Higgins. John and Ruth are heavily
involved in the Cactus and Succulent Society of Queensland and Ruth is instrumental in
organising the Cactus and Succulent Conference in Brisbane this year, so their garden should
look a dream.
They relocated their home and plant collection a few years ago and have only now got it to
a point where they are happy to accept visitors.
You will need to BYO lunch and a chair. They will have plants for sale, and whilst they are
heavily into Cactus and Succulents they also have a good collections of Bromeliads.
More information on this planned visit at a later date.
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Vriesea ‘Laser’
By Narelle Aizlewood
Sometime last year Glenda Hodgson (GCSBS
member) tabled a plant for show and tell. It was
Vriesea Highway Beauty – a plant that I would
presume that most of us would have in our
collections. Quite a bit of discussion was given to
this plant with input from both Kerry Tate and members of the society. This discussion also
included another plant to the mix which was Vriesea “Ro Ro”
For your interest on researching the F.C.B.S. Site I determined that:
• Vriesea “Highway Beauty” is Vr. bituminosa X Vr. saundersii. The hybridiser for this
plant was P. Huddy and was created on 3 February 2003
• Vriesea “Highway” is the non-variegated form of “Highway Beauty”
• Vriesea “RoRo” is Vr. saundersii X Vr. platynema. The hybridiser here again was P.
Huddy and this hybrid was created on 22 April 2001.
Just to confuse the matter a little more when we were down visiting Peter Tristram some
time ago last year, I purchased a plant from Peter with the name Vriesea Laser. I have
included a photo of this plant for this article.
On researching the F.C.B.S. site again for this particular plant to determine the parentage, I
found no registration for it. It was of interest to me, considering that it looks very much like
Vr. “Highway Beauty” and Vr. “RoRo”.
I contacted Peter personally to see if he could shed any light on this particular plant and this
was his reply:
“Ross Little was exploring the naming in this group but I
am not sure where he and Geoff (Lawn) got to –
confused probably. I tried, unsuccessfully, to find the
source/hybridiser many moons ago. Not even Herb
Plever knew and the best I could get was that some
Floridians like Herb Hill got plants from Irvin Wurthman
in the ‘70s it seems. I am still waiting for Jeff Kent’s
answer as I imported my originals from him. As you
know there is RoRo and Highway Beauty (the albo Plant) and mostly incorrectly assigned in
Oz. Laser is a reverse (more striate really) from Highway Beauty that sported off some years
ago. It is different to RoRo in colour, variegation and speed of growth (quicker, probably
because there is more chlorophyll). Hope this helps.
Cheers Peter.”
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The aims of the society are:
(A)

To stimulate interest in the conservation, and to
promote the culture and development of,
succulents and bromeliads.

(B) To acquire and disseminate information regarding
these plants and to encourage their production
and propagation.
(C) To ban totally from our collection any such plants
which become noxious.
(D) To enlighten members and the public on the dangers
of cultivating certain noxious species.
(E) To give exhibitions, arrange field days, and other
events, and to make such publications as are
deemed desirable.
(F) To associate, affiliate or otherwise joint or connect
ourselves with similar bodies or societies.
(G) To make seeds and plants available to members
under the control of the Society.
(H) To foster family membership and members.
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